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Summary 
 
Charlie Bone had an average life until he realized that he could hear the words 
and thoughts of people in photographs. Charlie’s Grandma Bone recognizes that 
his new talent comes from his ancestor, the Red King, and sends him off to 
Bloor’s Academy for gifted children; but not before Charlie hears about a missing 
child and decides to find her.  Once Charlie arrives at Bloor’s he finds that some 
of his classmates have equally mysterious powers. 
 

**** 
When ten-year-old Charlie Bone discovers that he can hear the thoughts of 
people that he sees in pictures, his dastardly Aunt Lucretia realizes that he is one 
of the “endowed.”  Charlie is the descendent of the Red King who possessed 
supernatural powers and passed them on to his descendents.  Grandmother 
Bone and her three Yewbeam sisters are part of the endowed members of the 
family who went bad.  They send Charlie off to Bloor’s Academy, a gloomy 
boarding school the will remind readers of Harry Potter’s Hogwath school.  Both 
students with normal talents and those who are endowed with magical powers 
attend.  Charlie adjusts to school and makes friends with Olivia, Benjamin and 
Fidelio.  The sinister Bloor family that runs the academy is connected with the 
evil Yewbeams.  Charlie and his friends set out to find a kidnapped student and 
to solve the mystery surrounding the disappearance of Charlie’s father.  They are 
soon swept into the age-old battle being fought by the Red King’s descendents.  
This exciting story is the first in a series of fast-paced fantasy adventures that will 
fill the demand for more books “like Harry Potter.” 
    
Author’s Biography 
 
Jenny Nimmo lives a simple life in a converted watermill in a remote part of 
Wales with her husband, who is a painter and print-maker, and her three 
children, who speak fluent Welsh.  



Jenny was born in Windsor, England.  As a child she lived a lonely life on her 
uncle’s free-range chicken farm with her mother, her father having died when she 
was five.  She was sent away to boarding school when she was only six.  She 
hated her early years at school, but became happier when she went to 
secondary school at the age of 11 and was encouraged to explore acting.  
 
Jenny realized early in her childhood that she had another talent, that of 
storyteller and writer.  She had discovered that writing stories could be as much 
or more fun than just reading them.  Jenny’s favorite book is still the Lion, Witch, 
and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis.  
 
Before becoming a full-time writer she was an actress, a stage manager and a 
floor manager for the BBC.  In the television world Jenny rewrote other people’s 
stories into television programs.  
 
In 1986 her first award-winning book The Snow Spider was published.  It was the 
first of a trilogy of stories that combine Welsh myth, the supernatural and family 
conflict. It was an instant hit and became winner of the Smarties Grand Prix.  
Jenny likes writing about magic because it can be unpredictable and can free you 
from the ordinary:  in other words anything can happen.  (Source: 
www.channel4.com/learning/microsites/B/bookbox/authors/nimmo/index1.htm) 
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Web Sites 
 
C4: Book Box 
www.channel4.com/learning/microsites/B/bookbox/authors/nimmo/index1.htm
Contains biography and clips to download from an interview. 
 
Scholastic 
www.scholastic.com/titles/authors/jenny_nimmo.htm
The publisher site includes biographical information about the author. 
 
Scholastic Discussion Guide for Midnight for Charlie Bone 
http://www2.scholastic.com/teachers/authorsandbooks/teachingwithbooks/produc
thome.jhtml?productID=13585&collateralID=11115&displayName=Discussion+G
uide
www.scholastic.com
From the home page click on “Trade Books” under “Scholastic Favorites.”  Then 
click on “Discussion Guides” for a list of titles. 
This discussion guide provides a book summary and very detailed questions 
about the book. It also includes an annotated list of other books by the author 
and related titles. Very useful for teachers. 
 
Science Fiction Reviews 
http://www.allscifi.com/topics/info_22134.asp
Site features a literary breakdown of Midnight for Charlie Bone and a list of 
related books.  
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