LIZARD AND IGUANA PICTURE BOOKS

Geraldine and Mrs. Duffy by Holly Keller. Greenwillow, 2000. 0688168884. 32 p. 

Pre-K. Geraldine the pig and her little brother Willy try to pull pranks on their babysitter with the help of their pet iguana. 

Henry’s Show and Tell by Nancy Carlson. Penguin Group (USA) (Viking), 2004. 0670036951. 32 p. Pre-K. Henry the mouse is nervous about show and tell until his pet lizard escapes.

The Iguana Brothers: A Tale of Two Lizards by Tony Johnston. Illustrated by Mark Teague. Blue Sky Press, 1995. 0590474685. 32 p. K-3. These three comic short tales about Mexican iguana brothers Dom and Tom will be perfect for reader’s theater. They have silly conversations that include Spanish words. 

I Wanna Iguana by Karen Kaufman Orloff. Penguin Group (USA) (Putnam), 2004. 0399237178. 32 p. K-3. Alex and his mother write notes back and forth in which Alex tries to persuade her to let him have a baby iguana for a pet. The amusing exchange of notes would be good for reader’s theater or a writing exercise.

Komodo! by Peter Sis. Greenwillow, 1993. 0688115837. 32 p. K-3. A young boy is fascinated by dragons. His parents take him on a journey to the Indonesian island of Komodo where he gets to see the world’s largest lizard—the Komodo dragon. 

Lizard’s Guest by George Shannon. Illustrated by Ariane Dewey and Jose Aruego. Greenwillow, 2003. 0060090839. 32 p. Pre-K. While dancing around, Lizard (of Lizard’s Song) accidentally steps on Skunk’s toes and then promises to take care of lazy Skunk until his foot has healed. 

Lizard’s Home by George Shannon. Illustrated by Ariane Dewey and Jose Aruego. Greenwillow, 1999. 0688160034. 32 p. Pre-K. When Snake starts sleeping on the rock where Lizard lives, Lizard must figure out how to get his home back. Sequel to Lizard’s Song. 

Lizard’s Song by George Shannon. Illustrated by Ariane Dewey and Jose Aruego. 32 p.

Pre-K. Bear tries repeatedly to learn Lizard’s song. Children will enjoy singing along.

Lunchroom Lizard by Daniel Kirk. Penguin Group (USA) (Putnam), 2004. 0399241787. 32 p. K-3. Gil the gecko escapes from his tank and wonders through the school lunchroom. The rollicking lunchroom chaos is brought to life by Kirk’s dynamic illustrations.

Manana, Iguana by Ann Whitford Paul. Holiday House, 2004. 0823418081. 32 p. K-3.

Iguana is planning a fiesta and the tortoise, the hare and the snake all want to come, but only Iguana is willing to do any of the work. Spanish words are sprinkled throughout this clever update of the story of the Little Red Hen. 

The Mixed-Up Chameleon by Eric Carle. HarperCollins, 1984. 0690043961. 40 p. 

Pre-K. Chameleon’s life is boring until he discovers that he can change not only his color but also his shape and size.  When Chameleon sees the wonderful animals in the zoo, he immediately wants to be and ends up being like all of them at once.

Mr. Green Peas by Judith Caseley. Pre-K. Norman’s parents refuse to get a dog, a cat, a bird or a gerbil; but for one month, they’ll let him pet-sit for the most outrageous pet of all—a curtain-climbing, pea-eating iguana. 

Private I. Guana: The Case of the Missing Chameleon by Nina Laden. Chronicle Books, 1995. 0811809404. 32 p. K-3. Private detective I. Guana is hired to search the forest for Leon, a missing chameleon. This funny story is told in the style of the hard-boiled detective novels of the 1940s.

Salamander Room by Anne Mazer. Illustrated by Steve Johnson. Pre-K. Brian is determined to have a salamander in his room. The lush illustrations portray Brian’s fantasy about his room transforming.

Where’s My Tail? by Susan Schafer. Illustrated by Doug Cushman. Marshall Cavendish, 2005. 0761451706. 32 p. Pre-K. A small green lizard loses his tail while escaping a bobcat and, unaware that it will grow back, asks a series of forest animals about their tails and whether they will help find his.

