MOUSE PICTURE BOOKS

(AND A FEW RATS)

See also Cat and Mouse Picture Books

Alexander and the Wind-Up Mouse by Leo Lionni. 1974. Pre-K. Alexander, a real mouse, wants to be a toy mouse like his friend Willy until he discovers Willy is to be thrown away. 

Angelina Ballerina (Series) by Katharine Holabird. Illustrated by Helen Craig. Pleasant Company, 2002. 1584856556. 24 p. Pre-K. Angelina, a little girl mouse, loves to dance and wants to become a ballerina more than anything else in the world. Other titles in the series include Angelina’s Birthday and Angelina and the Princess.

Busy, Busy Mouse by Virginia L. Kroll. Illustrated by Fumi Kosaka. Penguin Group (USA) (Viking), 2003. 0670035270. 40 p. Pre-K. A mouse rests during the day while the family he lives with is very busy, but when they go to sleep, he is the one who has much to do. 

Chester’s Way by Kevin Henkes. HarperCollins (Greenwillow), 1988. 0688076076. 32 p. Pre-K. Chester and Wilson share the same exact way of doing things until Lilly moves into the neighborhood and shows them that new ways can be just as good. 

Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes. HarperCollins (Greenwillow), 1991. 0688096999. 32 p. K-3. Chrysanthemum is a charming young mouse, who loves her name, until she goes to school and her classmates tease her.

Do You Want to Be My Friend? by Eric Carle. HarperCollins, 1971. 0690011377. 40 p. Pre-K. A mouse searches everywhere for a friend. The end of an animal’s tail appears on each page and the little mouse hopefully follows the tail to have an animal revealed on the next page. This classic guessing game by Carle is great fun for storytime.

Eek! There’s a Mouse in the House by Wong Herbert Yee. Pre-K. This is an inspired tale of escalating silliness in which Cat, Dog, Sheep, Hog and friends all join in a merry chase to catch the pesky mouse. 

First Snow by Emily Arnold McCully. HarperCollins, 1985. 0060241284. 32 p. Pre-K. A timid little mouse discovers the thrill of sledding in the first snow of the winter. 

Frederick by Leo Lionni. Random House (Knopf), 1967. 0394810406. 32 p. Pre-K. Fredrick, the mouse poet, stores up something special for the long cold winter. 

Henry’s Show and Tell by Nancy Carlson. Penguin Group (USA) (Viking), 2004. 0670036951. 32 p. Pre-K. Henry the mouse is nervous about show and tell until his pet lizard escapes.

If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by Laura Joffe Numeroff. Illustrated by Felicia Bond. HarperCollins, 1985. 0060245867. 32 p. Pre-K. This funny story that relates the cycle of requests a mouse is likely to make after you give him a cookie is delightful for storytime.

If You Take a Mouse to School by Laura Joffe Numeroff. Illustrated by Felicia Bond. Laura Geringer Book, 2002. 0060283297. 32 p. Pre-K. In this follow-up to If You Give a Mouse a Cookie, a boy takes his mouse to school with outlandish results. 

I.Q. Goes to School by Mary Ann Fraser. Walker & Co., 2002. 0802788149. 32 p. K-3. Mrs. Furber brings I.Q., a rat, to be the classroom pet, but he has hopes of becoming Student of the Week. This book introduces readers to the routines of school throughout the year.

I.Q. Goes to the Library by Mary Ann Fraser. Walker & Co., 2003. 0802788785. 32 p.

K-3. After going to the library with Mrs. Furber’s class everyday of Library Week, I.Q., the class pet, hopes to check out a funny book with his own library card. 

It Wasn’t Me by Udo Weigelt. North-South Books, 2001. 0735815240. 32 p. K-3. Mouse learns the danger of jumping to conclusions when he and Ferret prematurely accuse Raven of stealing Ferret’s raspberries. 

Julius, the Baby of the World by Kevin Henkes. HarperCollins (Greenwillow), 1990. 0688089437. 32 p. Pre-K. Lilly is convinced that the arrival of her new baby brother is the worst thing that has happened in their house until Cousin Garland comes to visit. 

Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse by Kevin Henkes. HarperCollins (Greenwillow), 1996. 0688128971. 40 p. K-3. Lilly loves everything about school, especially her teacher Mr. Slinger; but when Lilly brings her purse and its treasure to school, Mr. Slinger confiscates her prized possessions. 

Look Out, Patrick! by Paul Geraghty. Simon and Schuster, 1990. 0027358224. 32 p.

Pre-K. Patrick the mouse goes for a pleasant walk, oblivious to the many dangers that almost destroy him. 

Lunch! by Denise Fleming. Henry Holt, 1992. 0805016368. 32 p. Pre-K. A very hungry mouse eats a large lunch comprised of colorful foods. 

Maisy (Series) by Lucy Cousins. Toddler-Pre-K. This series of toddler books about the little girl mouse are very popular.

Matthew’s Dream by Leo Lionni. K-3. A trip to the museum inspires a young mouse to pursue his dream of becoming an artist. 

Mother, Mother, I Want Another by Maria Polushkin Robbins. Illustrated by Jon Goodell. Random House, 2005. 0375825886. 32 p. Pre-K. In this newly illustrated edition, Mrs. Mouse is anxious to get her son to sleep and goes off to find what she thinks he wants. 

Mouse Count by Ellen Stoll Walsh. Harcourt, 1991. 0152560238. 40 p. Pre-K. In this rhythmic, dramatic counting book with lively collage illustrations, ten endearing mice outsmart a hungry snake. 
A Mouse in the House by Henrietta. Dorling Kindersley Publishing, 2001. 1879431114. 32 p. Pre-K. Photographs and rhyming text follow a mouse as she eats her way through the birthday party preparations in various rooms of a house in this hide and seek game book.

A Mouse in the House by John and Ann Hassett. Houghton Mifflin (Walter Lorraine), 2004. 0618353178. 32 p. Pre-K. The family frantically adds animals to the house in an attempt to get rid of the mouse. Zany illustrations full of details enhance the lighthearted fun of this imaginative story.

Mouse Mess by Linnea Riley. Scholastic, 1997. 0590100483. 32 p. Pre-K. In this funny rhyming story a mischievous, a hungry mouse leaves a huge mess when he goes in search of a snack. 

Mouse Paint by Ellen Stoll Walsh. Harcourt, 1989. 0152560254. 40 p. Pre-K. In this joyful lesson in color, three white mice get into some primary hued paint pots. 

Mouse Practice by Emily Arnold McCully. Scholastic, 1999. 0590682202. 32 p. Pre-K. Monk the little mouse learns from his parents that practice is the way to succeed – whether it is in playing baseball or in playing music. This charming story and cheerful, energetic illustrations will be a big hit at storytime.

The Mouse That Snored by Bernard Waber. Walter Lorraine, 2000. 0395975182. 32 p. K-3. A loudly snoring mouse disturbs the quiet man, his quiet wife, a cat named Moses and a parrot named Will who live in a quiet country house. This funny account tells how the mouse is eventually accepted into the household.

A Mouse Told His Mother by Bethany Roberts. Illustrated by Maryjane Begin. Pre-K. A little mouse’s imagination makes his bedtime an exciting adventure, as he takes a fantasy trip to catch crocodiles, rides bucking broncos, and sails where the wind blows.

Mouse Views: What the Class Pet Saw by Bruce McMillan. Holiday House, 1993. 0823410080. 32 p. Pre-K. In this intriguing concept book, readers identify common objects in school seen from the mouse’s point of view. 

Mouse’s First Day of School by Lauren Thompson. Illustrated by Buket Erdogan. Simon & Schuster, 2003. 0689847270. 32 p. Pre-K. When he goes to school, Mouse finds a world of new objects and new friends. Other titles in the series are Mouse’s First Summer, Mouse’s First Halloween and Mouse’s First Christmas.

My Friend Rabbit by Eric Rohmann. Roaring Brook, 1999. 0761324208. 32 p. Pre-K. Mouse narrates this story about his friend Rabbit getting Mouse’s airplane stuck in a tree. Illustrations of hand-painted relief prints make this simple story visually exciting.

Noisy Nora by Rosemary Wells. Penguin Group (USA) (Viking), 1999. 0670887226. 32 p. Pre-K. Feeling neglected, Nora makes more and more noise to attract her parents’ attention. 

Picnic by Emily Arnold McCully. HarperCollins, 1984. 0060241004. 32 p. Pre-K. A little mouse gets lost on his way to a family picnic. 

Seven Blind Mice by Ed Young. Philomel, 1992. 0399222618. 40 p. K-3. In this retelling of the Indian fable, seven blind mice discover different parts of an elephant and argue about its appearance. Stunning illustrations create an exciting visual experience.

Sheila Rae, the Brave by Kevin Henkes. HarperCollins (Greenwillow), 1987. 32 p. K-3. When brave Sheila Rae, who usually looks out for her sister Louise, becomes lost and scared one day, Louise comes to her rescue. 

Slim and Jim by Richard Egielski. Laura Geringer Book, 2002. 006028353X. 48 p. K-3. Slim the rat and his new friend Jim the mouse find that their yo-yo tricks come in handy when they are threatened by a tough, old one-eyed cat. This action-packed fable that takes place in a down-and-out city is enhanced by Egielski’s expressive illustrations.

Sophie and Lou by Petra Mathers. K-3. Shy Sophie, enticed by the dancing that she sees in the studio across the street, sets out to learn on her own.

Teeny, Tiny Mouse by Laura Leuck. Illustrated by Pat Schories. Troll Communications LLC, 2003. 32 p. Pre-K. A teeny, tiny mouse and his mommy point out objects of various colors all around their teeny, tiny house in the lively rhyming story. 

That Pesky Rat by Lauren Child. Candlewick Press, 2002. 076361873X. 32 p. K-3. A brown street rat tells his story of how he longs to be someone’s pet and to have his very own name. He gets lucky when he meets a man with extremely poor eyesight in a pet shop. 

Three Pebbles and a Song by Eileen Spinelli. Illustrated by S. D. Schindler. Penguin Group (USA) (Dial), 2003. 0803725280. 32 p. K-3. As his mouse family endures a long, cold winter, Moses’ contributions of a dance, a juggling act, and a little song prove more useful than he suspected. 

Tom Mouse by Ursula K. Le Guin. Illustrated by Julie Downing. Roaring Brook Press, 2002. 0761326634. 32 p. K-3. Tom Mouse hides on the train he has boarded for travel and adventure, but an old woman finds and befriends him. 

Weekend with Wendell by Kevin Henkes. HarperCollins (Greenwillow), 1986. 068806325X. 32 p. K-3. Sophie does not enjoy energetic, assertive Wendell’s weekend visit until the very end, when she learns to assert herself and finds out Wendell can be fun to play with after all. 

Wemberly Worried by Kevin Henkes. HarperCollins (Greenwillow), 2000. 0688170277. 32 p. K-3. A mouse named Wemberly, who worries about everything, finds that she has a whole list of things to worry about when she faces the first day of nursery school. 

Where Are You Going, Little Mouse? by Robert Kraus. Illustrated by Jose Aruego. Pre-K. A little mouse runs away from home to find a “nicer” family, but when darkness comes, he misses them and realizes how much he loves them. This wonderfully understated story, full of emotion, is the sequel to Whose Mouse Are You?

Whose Mouse Are You? by Robert Kraus. Illustrated by Jose Aruego. Simon and Schuster, 2000. 0689840527. 40 p. Pre-K. In this charming classic, a lonely mouse performs heroic feats in order to bring his family back together. Bold, simple illustrations make this a good storytime book.

You Silly Goose by Ellen Stoll Walsh. Pre-K. A silly goose mistakes a mouse for a fox until the real fox arrives and sets her straight.

