PETS 

(Multiple animals in one book or types of pets not in other categories)

The Aminal by Lorna Balian. Star Bright Books, 2005. 1595720065. 56 p. K-3. When Patrick tells a friend about the wild creature he is bringing home as a pet, the “aminal” becomes an increasingly larger and more fearful monster as different children pass on what they have heard. 
Arthur’s Pet Business by Marc Brown. Little Brown, 1990. 0316112623. 32 p. K-3. Arthur’s determination to prove that he is responsible enough to have a puppy brings him a menagerie of animals to care for. 

The Bourbon Street Musicians by Kathy Price. Illustrated by Andrew Glass. Clarion Books, 2002. 0618040765. 40 p. K-3. This is a Cajun retelling of the classic tale of a dog, a cat, a donkey and a rooster), who set out together to become musicians.
Bremen Town Musicians by the Brothers Grimm. Various editions. K-3. This folktale is about a dog, a cat, a donkey and a rooster who set out to be musicians but encounter some robbers.

Can I Keep Him? by Steven Kellogg. Pre-K. A lonesome boy tries to convince his mother to let him keep a dog, a bear cub, a tiger and finally a neighbor. 

Can I Have a Stegosaurus, Mom? by Lois G. Grambling. Pre-K. A young boy begs for a stegosaurus and tells his mother all the reasons having one would be helpful, but when the giant egg hatches, it is a tyrannosaur.

Curious George by H. A. Rey. Pre-K. The man in the yellow hat brings a mischievous monkey back to the city where he has many exciting adventures and gets into trouble.

Daddy, Could I Have an Elephant? by Jake Wolf. Pre-K. Despite his father’s objections, Tony insists on wanting impractical pets such as an elephant, a python, or a flamingo. 

Don’t Take Your Snake for a Stroll by Karin Ireland. Illustrated by David Catrow. Harcourt, 2003. 0152023615. 32 p. Pre-K. Mayhem ensues when a little girl takes unusual pets like a rhinoceros and a kangaroo to places usually reserved for people. 

Emma’s Pet by David McPhail. Pre-K. Emma seeks out the cuddliest, most lovable pet she can find. None fits the bill, however, until she runs into the biggest, cuddliest pet of all – her very own father!

Franklin Wants a Pet by Paulette Bourgeois. Illustrated by Linda Clark. Kids Can Press, 1994. 1550742477. 32 p. Pre-K. Franklin the turtle wants a pet, and when his parents finally agree, they are surprised at the pet that Franklin chooses. 

Franklin’s Pet Problem by Paulette Bourgeois. Illustrated by Brenda Clark. Pre-K. Franklin loves his stuffed dog, but now he wants a real pet. 

The Great Pet Sale by Mike Inkpen. Pre-K. Attracted by a sale at the pet store, a boy tries to decide which animal to buy with his money. 

Hiding Hoover by Elise Broach. Illustrated by Laura Huliska-Beith. Penguin Group (USA) (Dial), 2005. 0803727062. 32 p. K-3. Two children must find a way around their father’s “no pets” rule when a friendly dragon appears in their backyard. 

Hoodwinked by Arthur Howard. Harcourt, 2001. 0152026568. K-3. Mitzi the witch needs a really creepy pet but the toad and bats won’t do. The surprise ending of this lively upbeat story is that a cuddly little kitten is the perfect pet for a witch.

How Do Dinosaurs Eat Their Food? by Jane Yolen. Illustrated by Mark Teague. Scholastic, 2005. 0439241022. 32 p. Pre-K. This funny book describes dinosaurs table manners, which are quite like children’s.

How Do Dinosaurs Say Good Night? by Jane Yolen. Illustrated by Mark Teague. Scholastic, 2000. 0590316818. 32 p. Pre-K. This rhyming story describes the antics that occur when dinosaurs go to bed. Other titles in the series are How Do Dinosuars Clean Their Rooms?, How Do Dinosuars Get Well Soon? and How Do Dinosaurs Count to Ten? 

I Had a Hippopotamus by Hector Viveros Lee. Lee & Low, 1996. 1880000288. 32 p. Pre-K. An imaginative boy opens a box of animal crackers and gives his family members a hippopotamus, an anaconda, a rhinoceros, and other exotic animals. 

I Took My Frog to the Library by Eric Kimmel. K-3. In this wacky and rhythmic read-aloud, Bridgett brings a frog, a giraffe, and even a hyena to the library. 

I Want a Pet by Lauren Child. Tricycle Press, 2004. 1883672821. 24 p. Pre-K. A girl tries to select a pet that will not eat her, be a copycat, make too much noise, or leave dirty footprints around the house. 

Julia Wants a Pet by Barbro Lindgren. Illustrated by Eva Eriksson. R & S Books, 2003. 912965940X. 32 p. K-3. Julia is a strong-minded, energetic 7 year-old who is determined to have a pet.

The Kid with Too Many Pets by Harland Williams. Penguin Group (USA) (Price Stern Sloan), 2004. 0843110104. 32 p. Pre-K. A boy has filled his house with elephants, giraffes, and hundreds of other pets, much to the dismay of his father and the townspeople. When he tries to add just one more animal, everyone is in for a big surprise. 

Laura Numeroff’s 10-Step Guide to Living with Your Monster by Laura Numeroff. Illustrated by Nate Evans. Laura Geringer Book, 2002. 0066238226. 32 p. K-3. A guide to choosing and caring for your own pet monster. 

The Mysterious Tadpole by Steven Kellogg. Penguin Group (USA) (Dial), 2002. 0803727887. 40 p. Newly revised edition. K-3. It soon becomes clear that Louis’s pet tadpole is not turning into an ordinary frog. 

Not Norman: A Goldfish Story by Kelly Bennett. Illustrated by Noah Jones. Candlewick Press, 2005. 0763623849. 32 p. K-3. As a boy attempts to convince someone else to take his disappointing pet, he learns to love Norman the goldfish himself. 

An Octopus Followed Me Home by Dan Yaccarino. Pre-K. When a girl brings home an octopus and wants to keep him as a pet, her daddy reminds her of the crocodile, seals, and other inappropriate animals she has already brought into the house to create chaos. 

The Perfect Pet by Margie Palatini. Illustrated by Bruce Whatley. HarperCollins, 2003. 00600011097. 32 p. Pre-K. In this funny story Elizabeth’s parents do not agree with her various suggestions for the perfect pet. Everything works out fine when she ends up with a bug named Doug. 

Pet Show! by Ezra Jack Keats. Penguin Group (USA) (Viking), 2001. 0670035041. 40 p. Pre-K. When he can’t find his cat to enter the neighborhood pet show, Archie must do some fast thinking to win a prize. 

Sitting Down to Eat by Bill Harley. August House, 1996. 0874834600. 32 p. K-3. In this cumulative tale, a boy invites so many animals into his house that it explodes. 

Tina and the Penguin by Heather Dyer. Illustrated by Mireille Levert. Kids Can Press, 2002. K-3. When Tina helps a penguin escape from the zoo, she tries to keep it in her bedroom with predictably disastrous results.

Tom’s Fish by Nancy Coffelt. Gulliver Books, 1994. 0152005870. 32 p. K-3. Tom can’t understand why his pet goldfish, Jessie, swims upside down. 

Who Wants a Cheap Rhinoceros? by Shel Silverstein. Simon & Schuster, 2002. 0689851138. 64 p. This poem hilariously categorizes all the wonderful things about owning a rhinoceros.

