BEGINNING CHAPTER BOOKS

Grades 2-4

PETS IN GENERAL

Animal Ark Series by Ben Baglio. Mandy help her parents treat animals at the Animal Ark. There are numerous titles in this series that focuses on different types of animals that are saved. Titles include Kittens in the Kitchen, Puppies in the Pantry, Pony on the Porch and Hamster in a Handbasket.

The Lighthouse Family: The Storm by Cynthia Rylant. Illustrated by Preston McDaniels. Simon & Schuster, 2002. In this first title of The Lighthouse Family beginning chapter book series, Pandora the cat becomes a lighthouse keeper and saves the life of Seabold the dog. Together, they create a family with three young mice rescued from the sea. Others in the series about Pandora and Seabold include The Eagle, The Turtle and The Whale.

Pet Sitters Series by Trina Wiebe. Sisters Abby and Tess share mishaps involving the different animals that are left under the girls’ care. Titles include Goldfish Don’t Take Bubble Baths, Hamsters Don’t Glow In The Dark, Lizards Don’t Wear Lip Gloss, and Piglets Don’t Watch Television.

Cam Jansen Adventure Series by David A. Adler. Cam, a super girl detective, uses her photographic memory to solve mysteries. Titles include Cam Jansen and the Barking Treasure Mystery, Cam Jansen and the Catnapping Mystery, Cam Jansen and the Mystery of the Television Dog, and Cam Jansen and the Scary Snake Mystery. 

CATS

Pioneer Cat (Stepping Stones Books) by William J. Hooks. Illustrated by Charles Robinson. Random House, 1988. 0394920384. 64 p. Kate smuggles a cat aboard the prairie schooner as the family heads west on the Oregon Trail. 

The Flying Flea, Callie and Me by Carol and Bill Wallace. Simon & Schuster, 1999. 0671025058. 96 p. A kitten takes care of an abandoned baby mockingbird that has a fear of flying. 

Three More Stories You Can Read to Your Cat by Sara Swan Miller. Illustrated by True Kelley. Houghton Mifflin, 2002. 0618110356. 48 p. Stories addressed to cats and written from a cat’s point of view, featuring topics such as birthday presents, snow, and breakfast. 

Three Stories You Can Read to Your Cat by Sara Swan Miller. Illustrated by True Kelley. Houghton Mifflin, 1997. 0395788315. 48 p. A cat hears three stories about a dull rainy day, a yummy bug, and a good day of destruction in the house. 

The Trouble with Cats by Martha Freeman. Illustrated by Cat Bowman Smith. Holiday Smith, 2000. 0823414795. 80 p. After a difficult first week of third grade, Holly begins to adjust to her new school and living in her new stepfather’s tiny apartment with his four cats. 

DOGS

Barry: The Bravest Saint Bernard (Step Into Reading) by Lynn Hall. 

This true adventure is about Barry, a remarkable Saint Bernard, who lived in a monastery high in the mountains of Switzerland. Barry rescued more than 40 people, including a baby during an avalanche.
The Dog That Pitched a No-Hitter (Mike and Harry Series) by Matt Christopher. Illustrated by Daniel Vascancellos. 42 p. Mike’s telepathic dog Harry is able to send him secret signals about the opposing players on the baseball field, but Mike’s weak pitching arm requires them to find another plan to save the game. 

The Dog That Stole Home (Mike and Harry Series) by Matt Christopher. Illustrated by Daniel Vascancellos. 48 p. When his telepathic dog Harry is grounded for nipping another dog, Mike wonders how he’ll ever make it through the baseball game without his advice and encouragement.

Down Girl and Sit: On the Road by Lucy A. Nolan. Illustrated by Mike Reed. Marshall Cavendish, 2005. 0761452346. A dog that thinks her name is Down Girl goes on a car ride to the beach, goes camping in the woods, and reluctantly pays a visit to the vet with her master. 

Down Girl and Sit: Smarter Than Squirrels by Lucy A. Nolan. Illustrated by Mike Reed. Marshall Cavendish, 2004. 0761451846. 64 p. Recounts the adventures of a rambunctious dog who thinks her name is Down Girl and her next-door neighbor, Sit, as they try to keep the world safe from dangerous squirrels, the paperboy, and a frightening creature named Here Kitty Kitty. 

The Invisible Dog by Dick King-Smith. Paperback. Random House, 1995. 80 p. Seven-year-old Janie wants a Great Dane so much that she invents one. By a series of coincidences, the imaginary dog becomes real. 

Lassie Come-Home: Eric Knight’s Original 1938 Classic by Rosemary Wells. Illustrated by Susan Jeffers. Henry Holt, 2000. 0805064230. This chapter book edition of Wells’ and Jeffers’ picture book offers their retelling of the classic story in a smaller format.

Lassie Come-Home: Eric Knight’s Original 1938 Classic in a New Picture Book Edition by Rosemary Wells. Illustrated by Susan Jeffers. Henry Holt, 1995. 0805037942. This outstanding adaptation of Knight’s original short story has more text than the typical picture book and will be most appropriate for children making the transition to chapter books. The superb, realistic watercolor, ink and pencil illustrations sensitively depict the emotions of the characters and include a breathtaking double-page spread of the Scottish countryside.

Mush, a Dog from Space (Ready-for-Chapter Series) by Daniel M. Pinkwater. Illustrated by Jill Pinkwater. Simon and Schuster (Aladdin Library), 2002. 0689848013. 64 p. Kelly, who has wanted a pet dog for a long time, runs into a highly educated, mushamute dog from the planet Growf-Woof-Woof. 

Mush’s Jazz Adventure (Ready-for-Chapter Series) by Daniel M. Pinkwater. Simon and Schuster (Aladdin Library), 2002. 0689845766. 48 p. Mush, a dog from the planet Growf-Woof-Woof, relates how she came to be on earth and how she and three other animals formed a jazz ensemble that foiled a band of ice cream parlor robbers. 

Not My Dog by Colby Rodowsky. Illustrated by Thomas F. Yezerski. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1999. 0374355312. 80 p. In this beginning chapter book, Ellie, who has been promised a puppy, has to settle for Preston, an older dog that her grandmother has to give up. 

Robert and the Great Pepperoni by Barbara Seuling. Illustrated by Paul Brewer. Cricket Books, 2001. 081262825X. 128 p. Second-grader Robert, who desperately wants a dog of his own, starts a pet sitting business; but when he finds a stray dog, the best he can do is to keep him temporarily and train him so he can be adopted by someone else. 

Silver (Stepping Stones Books) by Gloria Whelan. Random House, 1988. 0394996119. 64 p. Even though he is the runt of the litter from her father’s prize sled-racing dog, nine-year-old Rachel plans to train her puppy to become a champion racer and is determined to track him down when he mysteriously disappears. 

Three More Stories You Can Read to Your Dog by Sara Swan Miller. Illustrated by True Kelley. Houghton Mifflin, 2000. 0395922933. 48 p. Stories addressed to dogs and written from a dog’s point of view, featuring such topics as going to the vet, making friends with a rocklike creature, and getting a bath. 

Three Stories You Can Read to Your Dog by Sara Swan Miller. Illustrated by True Kelley. Houghton Mifflin, 1995. 039569938X. 48 p. Stories addressed to dogs and written from a dog’s point of view, featuring such topics as a burglar, bones, and running free.
HORSES

Little Horse by Betsy Byars. Illustrated by David M. McPhail. Henry Holt, 2002. 64 p. Separated from his mother, Little Horse falls into the stream and is swept away into a scary adventure. The surprising ending is that Little Horse is, indeed, little—the flowers are like trees to him.

Little Horse on His Own by Betsy Byars. Illustrated by David M. McPhail. Henry Holt, 2004. 48 p. Little Horse confronts lightning, fire and dangerous animals in his effort to return home to his mother.

Little Rat Rides (Little Rat Series) by Monika Bang-Campbell. Illustrated by Molly Garrett Bang. Harcourt, 2004. 0152046674. 48 p. In this wonderfully illustrated beginning chapter book, Little Rat overcomes her fear and learns to ride a horse just like her father did. The Little Rat series is funny and original.

LIZARDS

The Lucky Lizard by Ellen Kelley. Penguin Group (USA) (Puffin), 2002. 0142300721. 96 p. Eight-year-old Todd needs the help of his pet lizard and the support of his family to overcome his fear of his new bicycle in time for the Bike Derby at school. 

PIGS

Mercy Watson to the Rescue by Kate DiCamillo. Illustrated by Chris Van Dusen. Candlewick, 2005. 0763622702. 80 p. Mr. and Mrs. Watson love the portly good-natured Mercy so much that they feed her buttered toast and let her sleep with them.

RODENTS

How to Lose Your Class Pet (Willimena Rules Series) by Valerie Wilson Wesley. Illustrated by Maryn Roos. 96 p. When third-grader Willimena looses the class pet, her teacher helps her to understand that responsibility means doing one’s best and that animals can’t always be controlled. 

Jenius: The Amazing Guinea Pig by Dick King-Smith. Illustrated by Brian Floca. Hyperion, 1996. 52 p. Eight-year-old Judy tries to convince her parents and classmates that her brilliant guinea pig can do all the tricks she says it can.

Third Grade Pet by Judy Cox. Illustrated by Cynthia Fisher. Holiday House, 1998. 0823413799. 80 p. Fearing for the safety of the third grade’s class pet, Cheese the rat, Rosemary takes him home in her backpack and creates chaos in the household. 

