HIGHLY RECOMMENDED FICTION BOOKS

GRADES 3-6

Complete lists with annotations are available on the State Library web site www.state.lib.la.us
Most books without publisher information are available in various editions. 

PETS (various)

Bunnicula: A Rabbit-Tale of Mystery by Deborah and James Howe. Atheneum, 1979.

0689307004. 

The Cricket in Times Square by George Selden. Illustrated by Garth Williams. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1960. 0374316503. 

Ferret in the Bedroom, Lizards in the Fridge by Bill Wallace. Holiday House, 1986. 0823406008. 
BIRDS

Harry’s Mad by Dick King-Smith. Dell,1997. 

CATS

Incredible Journey by Sheila Burnford. Various editions. 

Pinky Pye by Eleanor Estes. Illustrated by Edward Ardizzone. Harcourt, 2000. 0152025596. 

Socks by Beverly Cleary. William Morrow, 1973. 0688200672. 

DOGS

Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo. Candlewick, 2000. 0763607762. 

Big Red by Jim A. Kjelgaard. Illustrated by Bob Kuhn. 

Call of the Wild by Jack London. 

A Dog Called Kitty by Bill Wallace. Holiday House, 1980. 0823403769. 

Hank the Cowdog (Series) by John R. Erickson. 

Incredible Journey by Sheila Burnford. Various editions. 

Lassie Come-Home by Eric Knight. Illustrated by Marguerite Kirmse. Henry Holt, 2003. 0805072063. 

Lewis and Clark and Me: A Dog’s Tale by Laurie Myers. Illustrated by Michael Dooling. Henry Holt & Co., 2002. 0805063684. 

Love That Dog by Sharon Creech. Harper Collins, 2001. 006029289X. 

My Dog, My Hero by Betsy Byers, Betsy Duffey, and Laurie Myers. Illustrated by Loren

Long. Henry Holt & Co., 2000. 0805063277. 

Old Yeller by Fred Gipson. Various editions. 

Ribsy by Beverly Cleary. Illustrated by Louis Darling. Morrow/Avon, 1964. 068831662X. 

Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor. 

Sounder by William H. Armstrong. Harper Collins, 1969. 0060201444. 

Thunder from the Sea by Joan Hiatt Harlow. Simon & Schuster, 2004. 0689864035. 

Trouble with Tuck by Theodore Taylor. Random House, 1981. 

Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls. Doubleday, 1961. 

White Fang by Jack London. 

HORSES

Black Beauty by Anna Sewell. 

The Black Stallion (Series) by Walter Farley. 

King of the Wind by Marguerite Henry. Illustrated by Wesley Dennis. 

Misty of Chincoteague by Marguerite Henry. Illustrated by Wesley Dennis. 

My Friend Flicka by Mary O’Hara. Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, 1973. 039700981X. 

MICE

Abel’s Island by William Steig. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1976. 

Ben and Me: A New and Astonishing Life of Benjamin Franklin as Written by His Good Mouse Amos by Robert Lawson. Little, Brown, 1939. 

The Mouse and the Motorcycle by Beverly Cleary. Morrow, 1965. 

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH by Robert O’Brien.
Poppy by Avi. Scholastic, 1995. 
Racso and the Rats of NIMH by Jane Leslie Conly. 

Redwall by Brian Jacques. Philomel, 1986. 

Stuart Little by E. B. White. Illustrated by Garth Williams. Harper & Row, 1945. 

The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo. Illustrated by Timothy Basil Ering.

Candlewick Press, 2003. 0763617229. 
PIGS

Babe: The Gallant Pig by Dick King-Smith. Alfred A. Knopf, 2005. 

Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White. Illustrated by Garth Williams. Harper & Row, 1952. 

Freddy, the Detective (Series) by Walter R. Brooks. 

RABBITS

Bunnicula: A Rabbit-Tale of Mystery by Deborah and James Howe. Atheneum, 1979.

0689307004. 

Rabbit Hill by Robert Lawson. Penguin Group (USA) (Viking), 1944. 
Watership Down by Richard Adams. 1972. 

RODENTS

Freddy the Golden Hamster (Series) by Dietlof Reiche. Illustrated by Joe Cepeda.

Tales of Olga da Polga by Michael Bond. Illustrated by Hans Helweg. 

World According To Humphrey by Betty G. Birney. Penguin Group (USA) (Putnam),

2004. 0399241981. 

UNUSUAL PETS

The Enormous Egg by Oliver Butterworth. Illustrated by Louis Darling. Little, Brown, 

1956. 

Gentle Ben by Walter Morey. Dutton, 1965. 

Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher by Bruce Coville. Harcourt, 2002. 0152046143. 
Mr. Popper’s Penguins by Richard and Florence Atwater. Little, Brown, 1938. 

Owls in the Family by Farley Mowat. 91 p. 

