PET MEMORIAL PICTURE BOOKS

(DEATH of PET)

Parents and caregivers may ask for recommendations for books to read to children who have lost a pet and are dealing with their grief.

Angel Cat by Michael Garland. Boyds Mills Press, 1998. 1563977265. 32 p. K-3. Yin, a cat killed by a car, comes back as an angel and saves the family from a fire.

The Best Cat in the World by Leslea Newman. Illustrated by Roanld Himler. Eerdmans, 2004. 0802852521. 32 p. K-3. A young boy deals with the loss of his beloved pet cat Charlie, eventually accepting the arrival of another, very different cat.

Cat Heaven by Cynthia Rylant. Scholastic, 1997. 0590100548. 40 p. K-3. In cat heaven there are fields of sweet grass where cats can play, kitty toys for them to enjoy and angels to rub their noses and ears. 

Desser the Best Ever Cat by Maggie Smith. Knopf, 2001. 0375910565. 40 p. K-3. A child describes how Desser the cat had always been a part of the family and how much he was loved even after he died. 

Dog Heaven by Cynthia Rylant. Blue Sky Press, 1995. 0590417010. 40 p. K-3. In dog heaven dogs run, play and wait for their absent friends. 

Goodbye, Mousie by Robie H. Harris. Illustrated by Jan Ormerod. Margaret K. McElderry, 2001. 0689832176. 32 p. Pre-K. A boy grieves for his dead pet Mousie, helps bury him, and begins to come to terms with his loss. 

I’ll Always Love You by Hans Wilhelm. Pre-K. A child remembers saying “I’ll always love you,” to his beloved dog. 

Jasper’s Day by Marjorie Blain Parker. Kids Can Press, 2002. 1550749579. 32 p. K-3. Jasper, a dog suffering with cancer, is honored by his family one day. They celebrate their pet’s life and what he has meant to the family. 

The Old Dog by Charlotte Zolotow. Illustrated by James E. Ransome. HarperCollins, 1995. 0060244097. 32 p. K-3. When an African-American boy finds his dog dead one morning, he spends the rest of the day thinking about all the good times they had. 

Saying Goodbye to Lulu by Corinne Demas. Little Brown, 2004. 0316702781. 40 p. 

K-3. When her dog Lulu dies, a girl grieves but then continues with her life. 

The Tenth Good Thing About Barney by Judith Viorst. Illustrated by Erik Blegvad. Atheneum, 1971. 0689206887. 32 p. Pre-K. At a backyard funeral, a little boy tries to think of ten good things to say about his cat, Barney, but he can come up with only nine. 

Up in Heaven by Emma Chichester Clark. Doubleday Publishing, 2004. 0385908717. 32 p. Pre-K. When Arthur’s dog Daisy dies, she watches over him from heaven and eventually helps him find a new puppy. 

