POETRY COLLECTIONS

The Animal Rescue Store by Elizabeth Swados. Illustrated by Anne Wilson. Arthur A. Levine Books, 2005. 0439554764. 48 p. In this chipper tribute to a man who runs an urban “animal rescue store,” Swados presents zany, free-flowing poems introducing the residents of Sidney’s Store. 

Animal Tracks: Wild Poems to Read Aloud by Charles Ghigna. Illustrated by John Speirs. Harry N. Abrams, 2004. 0810948419. 36 p. A collection of simple poems about wild and domestic animals.

Bow Wow Meow Meow: It’s Rhyming Cats and Dogs by Douglas Florian. Harcourt, 2003. 0152163956. 56 p. A collection of twenty-one original poems and paintings about our favorite animal friends. 

Cat Poems by Dave Crawley. Illustrated by Tamara Petrosino. Boyds Mill Press, 2004. 1590782879. 32 p. Playful poems describe the antics of cats. 

Do Goldfish Pee? And Other Poems About Pets by Susan Pearson. Illustrated by David Slonim. Marshall Cavendish, 2005. 0761451935. 32 p. Eighteen poems describe children and their pets, including a guinea pig, a snake and a turtle. 

Dogs Rule! by Daniel F. Kirk. Disney Press, 2003. 0786819499. 48 p. This collection of twenty-two poems is from a dog’s perspective set to music on an accompanying CD. 

Dragon Poems by John L. Foster. Illustrated by Korky Paul. Oxford University Press, 2004. 0192763075. 32 p. This lively collection of poems about dragons includes dragons as pets. 

Falling Up by Shel Silverstein. HarperCollins, 1996. 0060248025. 184 p. This collection of funny poems includes “Stone Airplane.”

Feathers: Poems About Birds by Eileen Spinelli. Illustrated by Lisa McCue. Henry Holt, 2004. 0805067132. 32 p. More than twenty-five poems about both common and unusual birds. 

From the Doghouse: Poems to Chew On by Amy E. Sklansky. Henry Holt, 2002. 080506673X. 48 p. This is a humorous collection of dog poems told from the point of view of the dogs. 

Give a Dog a Bone: Stories, Poems, Jokes and Riddles about Dogs compiled by Joanna Cole and Stephanie Calmenson. Scholastic, 1996. 0590463748. 96 p. An anthology of writings, anecdotes, and jokes about dogs. 

Good Day: Poems by Maya Gottfried. Illustrated by Robert Rahway Zakanitch. Alfred A. Knopf, 2005. 0375930493. Sixteen masterful portraits of dogs accompanied by 16 enchanting poems.

If Not for the Cat by Jack Prelutsky. Illustrated by Ted Rand. Greenwillow, 2004. 0060596783. 40 p. Haiku-like poems describe a variety of animals. 

It’s About Dogs by Tony Johnston. Illustrated by Ted Rand. Harcourt, 2000. 0152020225. 48 p. Forty-two poems about dogs and their attributes. 

It’s Raining Pigs and Noodles by Jack Prelutsky. Greenwillow, 2000. 006029194X. This funny and sometimes gross collection of poems includes, “My Underdog is Overweight” and “I Walk My Dog at Daybreak.”

Little Dog Poems by Kristine O’Connell George. Clarion Books, 1999. 0395822661. 40 p. Short poems present a day in the life of a little dog and its owner.

Lizards, Frogs, and Polliwogs by Douglas Florian. Harcourt, 2001. 015202591X. 56 p. This collection of humorous poems tells about reptiles and amphibians such as the glass frog, the gecko and the rattlesnake. 

My First Oxford Book of Animal Poems by John L. Foster. Oxford University Press, 2002. 0192762699. 101 p. This is an illustrated collection of animal poems for young children. Organized thematically, it takes the reader on a journey through the animal kingdom – from around the house to the forest, fields, and far beyond. 

A Pet for Me by Lee Bennett Hopkins. Illustrated by Jane Manning. HarperCollins, 2003. 0060291117. 48 p. This collection of twenty easy-to-read poems celebrates the joys of having a pet. 

Pet Poems by John L. Foster. Oxford University Press, 2000. 0192761927. 32 p. Dogs, cats, budgies, bugs, tarantulas, leopards, crocodiles, rabbits, dolphins, porcupines, werewolves, vultures, and pterodactyls are among the menagerie included in this British collection of children’s poetry. 

A Pizza the Size of the Sun by Jack Prelutsky. Illustrated by James Stevenson. Greenwillow, 1996. 0688132359. 160 p. This is a collection of poems on a variety of topics such as “I’ve Got a Three-Thousand Pound Cat,” “I Put the Cat Out,” “I Like the Floppy Dog Downstairs,” “I’m a Usually Speedy Horse,” and “My Gerbil Seemed Bedraggled.”

Rabbits, Rabbits by Aileen Fisher. Illustrated by Gail Niemann. HarperCollins, 1983. 0060218967. 32 p. Presents 21 illustrated poems about rabbits.

Raining Cats and Dogs by Jane Yolen. Harcourt Brace & Co., 1993. A collection of nine poems about cats and nine poems about dogs, bound together in an upside-down book.

The Random House Book of Poetry for Children complied by Jack Prelutsky. Illustrated by Arnold Lobel. Random House, 2000. 0394850106. 256 p. This is an excellent, well-balanced collection of child poetry. 

Read-Aloud Poems for the Very Young complied by Jack Prelutsky. Illustrated by Marc Brown. Knopf, 1986. 039497218X. 112 p. This oversized collection of light-hearted verse has many child-friendly poems that are easy to read aloud. 

Runny Babbit: A Billy Sook by Shel Silverstain. HarperCollins, 2005. 0060256532. 

96 p. This poetry book of letter-reversal wordplay has poems about the rabbit Runny Babbit and his animal friends.

Shaggy, Waggy Dogs and Others by Stephanie Calmenson. Illustrated by Justin Sutcliffe. Clarion, 1998. 0395776058. 48 p. Brief rhymes describe more than two dozen dog breeds. Includes an author’s note with advice on choosing a dog as a pet. 

Sing a Song of Popcorn edited by Beatrice Schenk de Regniers. Scholastic, 1988. 059043974X. 160 p. This is a stunning collection of poetry ranging from ancient to contemporary, gloriously illustrated in full color by nine Caldecott Medal-winning artists. 

Snakes! by David T. Greenberg. Illustrated by Lynn Munsinger. Little Brown, 2004. 0316320765. 32 p. These poems by the creator of Slugs! suggest many creepy things that can be done with and to snakes, as well as some very unpleasant things they might do to even the bravest child when they slither from beneath the bed and fill the house. Kids will be delighted by the playful scariness. 

Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear by Alice Schertle. Illustrated by Linda Hill Griffith. HarperCollins, 2003. 0688168701. 32 p. An illustrated collection of more than a dozen poems that celebrate teddy bears. 

There’s a Zoo in Room 22 by Judy Sierra. Illustrated by Barney Saltzberg. Gulliver Books, 2000. 0152020330. 40 p. Each of twenty-six poems describes the antics and habits of zany classroom pets whose name begins with a different letter of the alphabet. 

Where the Sidewalk Ends: Poems and Drawings by Shel Silverstein. HarperCollins, 2004. 0060572345.192 p. The 30th anniversary edition includes 12 new poems, plus the old favorite “Boa Constrictor.” 

Who Swallowed Harold? And Other Poems about Pets by Susan Pearson. Marshall Cavendish, 2005. 0761451935. 30 p. This is a collection of eighteen poems about children and their pets that will be fun to share. 

Wild Wings: Poems for Young People by Jane Yolen. Boyds Mills Press, 2002. 1563979047. 32 p. Birds in the wild are captured in photographs and poetic form. 

