WEB SITES

Summer Reading Program 2006

“Paws to Read: Pets and Books”

LOUISIANA SITES ABOUT PETS

The Capital Area Animal Welfare Society – Baton Rouge

http://www.caaws.org/
This site describes the programs of CAAWS in the Baton Rouge area.

Visiting Pet Program – New Orleans Area

http://www.visitingpetprogram.org/
This site is about an animal-assisted activity/therapy organization in the New Orleans metropolitan area. It includes information about the Read to Rover program at some of the New Orleans Public Library branches.

West Baton Rouge Parish Library “Paws to Read” Program 
http://www.lsu.edu/lsutoday/030725/pageone.html
Article about dogs coming to listen to children read at the West Baton Rouge Parish Library. Scroll until article “Paws to Read” (last article).

GENERAL SITES about PETS

American Kennel Club

http://www.akc.org
Provides information on various breeds. Includes reproducible activities for kids, lesson plans about dogs (how they help people, obedience, careers with dogs, safety and first aid, etc.), educational activity sheets, promoting dog safety, health information on dogs, and dog professions. 
American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals

http://www.aspca.org
Click on “Humane Education” for activity sheets, programs and teaching tips.

Site also features a pet nutrition section, animal cruelty information, and animal shelter information. 

American Veterinary Medical Association—Care for Pets

http://www.avma.org/careforanimals/default.asp
http://www.avma.org/careforanimals/kidscorner/default.asp
Helpful hints on caring for your pets, animal safety, pet loss, selecting pets, and vets. 

Site also has a kid’s corner that includes, puzzles, worksheets, and activities.

Animaland

http://www.animaland.org
Sponsored by the ASPCA, this site is designed to be attractive to kids. It has games, information on pet care, “real issues”, book list recommendations, an animal encyclopedia, and career information about working with animals.

Best Kids Book Site Storytimes

See The Best Kids Book Site Storytimes

http://www.thebestkidsbooksite.com/storytimes.htm
Bookhive. Public Library of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County, Charlotte, N.C.

www.bookhive.org
This site is by the public library of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. Theme-based and grade level booklists are excellent.

Bow Wow Meow

http://www.bowwow.com.au
Thousands of pet names, popularity, meanings, and ratings. Features include pet names of the month, top 20 names of the month in each year, e-cards, photo gallery of dogs, tells the meaning of names, pet age calculator, and search of names. 

Bucyrus Public Library 
http://www.bucyrus.lib.oh.us 

Children’s Department http://www.bucyrus.lib.oh.us/childrens2.htm
This site includes some good ideas for “Book Parties.” They include Cat in the Hat, Hank the Cow Dog and Clifford the Big Red Dog.

Cat Breeds

http://www.i-love-cats.com/breeds.htm 

Useful information about different cat breeds with photographs.

Child Car Resources, Training and Consultation

http://www.childcarelounge.com
This site is designed for day care directors, preschool teachers, child care givers and others who care for and about children.

http://www.childcarelounge.com/Caregivers/fingerplays.htm
Lots of animal fingerplays, including cats, dogs and birds.

The Children’s Stomping Ground

http://www.oink.demon.co.uk/kids.htm
This chatty site has interesting information about cats, rabbits, guinea pigs and horses.

Clifford the Big Red Dog on PBSKids

http://pbskids.org/clifford/
This kid-friendly site has lots of coloring pages, games and on-line activities related to Clifford.

Coloring Book Fun (a Division of ChildFun.com)

http://coloringbookfun.com/domestic/
Lots of very cute domestic animal coloring pages.

Community Learning Network of British Columbia

http://www.cln.org
This site is designed to help K-12 teachers integrate technology into the classroom. Over 5,800 annotated links to educational sites, all organized by theme. Themes include Gerbils, Hamsters, and Rocks.

Dear Mrs. LaRue Lesson Plan on Scholastic

http://www2.scholastic.com/teachers/authorsandbooks/teachingwithbooks/producthome.jhtml?productID=13239&collateralID=10916&displayName=Discussion+Guide
Disney On-line. Family Fun

www.familyfun.com/magazine
Arts and Crafts, Family Fun and Party ideas. Party themes include Puppy Party and Pony Party. Site also has many animal crafts. 

Go to side bar and use “tools” to find items. I find it difficult to navigate. Most ideas are more appropriate for small parties at home, but there are some clever ideas, such as

http://jas.familyfun.go.com/crafts?page=CraftDisplay&craftid=10701
Pup for Pop: A clothespin dog that holds a pen or pencil.

DLTK-Kids

http://www.dltk-kids.com
Great site. Includes crafts, coloring pages, activities and songs for Animals and Pets. Crafts have good instructions. She gave permission for some of her ideas to be put in the SRP Manual, but her site is well-worth visiting. One of the best!

Dog Breed Info Center

http://www.dogbreedinfo.com
Excellent photos of every breed of dog are worth a visit to this site. Other information is included, but the site is primarily focused on selling things.

Dog Breeds

http://www.dog-breedz.info/index.htm 

Good clear information and illustrations of dog breeds.

Dog Breeds (About Dog Breeds)

http://www.about-dogs.com/
Useful information about dogs.

Child Fun

http://www.childfun.com
This site includes Dog, Cat and Pet Activities: crafts, games, snacks, songs, and fingerplays. There are lots of ads, but some good ideas.

Enchanted Learning

www.enchantedlearning.com
Great site. Facts, activities, printouts, and crafts. Topics of interest on main page include K-3 Themes, Animal Printouts, and Birds. “Crafts” contain many activities for children listed by theme. There are also individual lists of the animals featured in the “Themes” section. Includes information and illustrations on types of mammals and birds.

Excellent diagrams of animals with factual information. This site is really useful.

Everything Preschool

www.everythingpreschool.com
The site name says it all—here you will find songs, art activities, games, coloring pages snack ideas, and more, all organized by theme. Themes include: 

Animals – Pets, Birds, Bunnies, Horses, Mice, Rabbits, Reptiles, Rocks, and Turtles.

Includes a Bird lesson plan and a Pet lesson plan. There are lots of coloring pages under the topics Animals; Birds; and Reptiles.

Family Crafts

http://Familycrafts.about.com
Includes crafts and activities about pets at various levels of difficulty. Many of them are links from other sites.

Two good crafts are:

Dog Biscuit craft

http://familycrafts.about.com/cs/dogcrafts/l/bldogbsccr.htm
Dog ear headband

http://familycrafts.about.com/cs/dogcrafts/l/bldoghb.htm
Ferret Central

http://www.ferretcentral.org/index.html
This site is all about ferrets. Topics include care, health, nutrition, names, food, and frequently asked questions. 

First-School

http://www.first-school.ws/
http://www.first-school.ws/theme/animals/pets.htm
This terrific site includes excellent ideas for books, stories and crafts for preschool/primary storytimes about cats, dogs, rabbits and mice. 

There are lots and lots of very nice coloring pages.

http://www.first-school.ws/theme/animals/cp_pets.htm
http://www.first-school.ws/theme/animals/cp_farm.htm
Free Kids Crafts

www.freekidcrafts.com
“Craft Ideas” arranged by the alphabet, including B “Tropical Bird, ”C “Cat Puppet,” etc.

This nice site also has suggestions for children’s books and resource books. 

Gayle’s Preschool Rainbow

http://www.preschoolrainbow.org/insect-rhymes.htm
Some theme-related rhymes and activities: Birds, Frogs, and Turtles. 

The Gorilla Foundation - Koko

http://www.koko.org/
http://www.koko.org/kidsclub/
The Gorilla’s Foundation’s web site is dedicated to Koko, a gorilla who uses American Sign Language. 

Guinea Pig (on The Children’s Stomping Ground)

http://www.oink.demon.co.uk/pets/guinea.htm
Excellent tips for choosing a pet guinea pig and how to keep it healthy. 

Guinea Pigs

http://www.guinea-pigs-guinea-pigs.com
This excellent site has good information.

Guinea Pigs by Coldal

http://www.coldal.org/cavie.htm 

This is a wonderful family-friendly site with lots of information about guinea pigs.

Hamster Tours

 www.hamstertours.com
Peggy Rathman the illustrator of Ten Minutes Til Bedtime has designed this cartoony site with hamster characters from her book. It includes directions for a snack, “Ants on a Banana Bus”, a coloring sheet, a secret code, a hamster-scope, and more.

Healthy Pet

http://www.healthypet.com
The American Animal Hospital Association’s HealthyPet site contains a useful “Pet Care Library” for kids 12 and up that includes pragmatic advice on topics like litter-box training and even offers help for “fat cats and pudgy pooches”. The pet care library includes health tips, resource guides, preventive care, pet care tips, animal/human bonds, and diseases and health problems caused or transmitted by pets and how to protect yourself. FAQs about cats, dogs, vets, exotic animals.

Horse Country

http://www.horse-country.com
Good resources on horses in art and history, equestrian associations, catalogs, training camps and colleges, rider fitness and safety, horse sports, saddle fitting, and very useful trainer and veterinary guides. It includes wonderful activity sheets (word scrams, mazes, etc.) related to horses. 

How to Truly be Happy in This Old Crazy World
http://www.palletmastersworkshop.com/happy.html
This has wonderfully funny photographs of pets. Lots of fun.

House Rabbit Society

http://www.rabbit.org
House Rabbit Society is an all-volunteer, non-profit organization that rescues abandoned rabbits and educates the public on rabbit care. 

Includes info on many subjects relating to caring for pet rabbits, diet, housing, vet visits, and litter training. 

How to Love Your Dog

http://www.loveyourdog.com/
Elementary school teacher Janet Wall created How to Love Your Dog for kids ages 7-14. Her three dogs teach kids how to take care of their family pet. This excellent site includes sections for parents and school teachers – lists of dog books on the site sectioned by subject, tips on caring for your new puppy, obedience, older dogs and other topics.

Hummingbird Educational Resources

http://www.hummingbirded.com
Lesson Plans contain crafts, activities, games, songs, and poems on a variety of topics. Click on heading, then scroll to desired topic. “Pets” (dogs and cats): under “Farm Animals, Zoo Animals and Pets.” “Mice”: under “Frogs Bats and Mice.” Reptiles (lizards and snakes). 

Internet Public Library: Pets

http://www.ipl.org/div/subject/browse/ent73.00.00/
Includes a great list of site related to pets.

It’s Storytime! 

http://www.geocities.com/mystorytime/index.htm
Themes for storytime include Birds, Bunnies, Cats, Dogs, Frogs, Horses, and Snakes. Storytimes include books, poetry, flannel boards, fingerplays and crafts. Very nice site.

Jan Brett

http://www.janbrett.com
Prolific author/illustrator has a web site with games, activities and reproducibles related to her beautifully illustrated books.

http://www.janbrett.com/hat_animal_masks_main.htm
Masks for The Hat, a story that includes cat, dog, pony, pig, hedgehog, chicken and gander.

http://www.janbrett.com/puppets/main.htm
The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse finger puppets. 

Kiddles!

http://www.kididdles.com/mouseum/fineprint.html
Words to songs are listed by theme.

Kidscom

http://www.kidscom.com/games/animal/animal.html
Site has fun interactive games for kids about a variety of animals (mostly wild).

Kids and Crafts

http://www.kidsandcrafts.com
The crafts are organized by month, so it is not easy to find a particular thing, but the crafts are interesting. 

Kids Click!

http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/KidsClick!/midpets.html
Click on any type of pet to find related links.

Kids Domain

www.kidsdomain.com
This site has some cute crafts, but it has lots of ads.

http://www.kidsdomain.com/craft/rabbit.html
Marshmallow Rabbit

Kids in Nature’s Defense

http://www.kindnews.org
Kids can ask Dr. Kind about the care of their pets. Kids can also join the Kind Clubhouse full of activities regarding pets, such as “Catcentration.” Site sponsored by the Humane Society of America.

Kidspoint

http://www.kidspoint.org/rhymes.asp?topic_id=6
The Central Rappahannock Regional Library of Fredericksburg, VA has a wonderful site with a very good children’s section called Kidspoint. It includes themed booklists and fingerplays, including a dog theme.

Making Friends

http://www.makingfriends.com/index.htm
Crafts are a bit commercial and most of them require expensive materials. Craft topics include Pets, Reptile and Amphibians, and Birdhouses/Bird Crafts. 

http://www.makingfriends.com/jar_animals.htm Baby food jar pets. Cute.

Mrs. Seagraves’ Quest Class and Thematic Units

http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Atrium/5924/index.html
Terrific site with facts, lore, stories, crafts, links and on-line games. Site has a unit on Iditarod Dogsled Race Unit. 

My Dog Place

http://www.mydogplace.com/ 

My Dog Place is “dedicated to enhancing the on-line experience of Fellow Dog Enthusiasts.” It includes useful information.

National Geographic Coloring Pages

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/coloringbook/archive
Includes boas, frogs, iguanas, mustangs, and turtles. 

New Ferret City

http://www.en.com/users/rcmcr
New Ferret City is all about ferrets: characteristics, feeding requirements, care, history and tips are at your disposal.

Perpetual Preschool

http://www.perpetualpreschool.com/preschool_themes/topics.html
Preschool activity ideas arranged by topic, including pets and mice. Simple fingerplays, songs and activities.

Pet Education

http://www.peteducation.com
Excellent information about how to care for your pets. This is a site that is detailed enough to be useful for adults, but will also be helpful for older children. It includes dogs, cats, birds, ferrets, reptiles and small pets (mice, hamsters, etc.).

Pet Station

http://petstation.com/index.html
Information about a variety of pets, including non-traditional. Nice photos and good information about correct pet keeping methods and rescue and adoption information. 

Peter Rabbit (The World of Peter Rabbit and His Friends)

http://www.peterrabbit.com/
Information about Beatrix Potter, the Lake District where she lived, plus on-line and printable games related to Peter Rabbit and His Friends. Beautiful site.

Pilkey (Dav Pilkey)

http://www.pilkey.com/index.php
Pilkey is the author of numerous children’s books, including Dogzilla and Kat Kong. His site is very kid-friendly.

The Poop

http://www.thepoop.com
Snappy site includes dog breeds with photos and lists of dog organizations by location. Some other pet information is included. 

Pot-Bellied Pigs: Wikipedia Free Encyclopedia

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pot-bellied_pig The Wikipedia Free Encyclopedia site provides factual information about pot-bellied pigs.

Pot Bellied Pigs: Exotic Pets

http://exoticpets.about.com/cs/potbelliedpigs/a/pbpexpect.htm
The exotic pet web site has photos and useful information including the pros and cons of owning a pig.

Preschool Coloring Book

http://www.preschoolcoloringbook.com
Lots of simple, cute coloring pages of animals, birds, and amphibians. 

Preschool Education: Arts and Crafts

http://www.preschooleducation.com/art.shtml
Click on side bar for Animals, which has units on Birds and House Pets (mostly dogs and cats and some mice). Categories include crafts (no templates), games, songs and snacks. Reptile and Pond Life includes crafts for turtles, snakes, lizards, and frogs. 

Purina.com
http://www.purina.com/us/home.asp
Enter the cat or the dog site to find out the proper care of these favorite pets.

RIF Summer Reading Guide

http://www.rif.org/summer/default.mspx
Articles, activities and booklists that encourage reading.

Scatty.com

http://www.scatty.com
Lots of silly jokes about different types of animals. 

Scouting Bear’s Den

http://scoutingbear.com/index.htm
Activities related to scouting.

http://scoutingbear.com/audience/rabbit.htm
Participation story about a rabbit.

Songs for Teaching

www.songsforteaching.com
Songs are arranged by curriculum topics. 

http://songsforteaching.com/geofjohnson/petyourpet.htm
“Pet Your Pet” song about caring for pet.

Step By Step Childcare

http://www.stepbystepcc.com/daycare.html
This site developed by a preschool teacher has wonderful theme related preschool storytimes with booklists, fingerplays and songs (lots), flannel board stories and some art activities. Themes include Cats, Dogs, Mice, Pigs and Teddy Bears.

Story Place: The Children’s Digital Library. Public Library of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County, Charlotte, N.C.

http://www.storyplace.org
Wonderful site available in English and Spanish with Preschool Library, print outs, and on-line interactive stories called Topsy Turvy Tales. This site is terrific for librarians and for kids. Themes include Animals and Pets. 

Storytellin

www.storytellin.com
Mary Jo Huff is an author, early childhood educator, professional storyteller, and recording artist with more than 30 years experience. Her web site lists many excellent resource books that she has written. Mary Jo gave us permission to use ideas from Storytelling with Puppets, Props, and Playful Tales in the manual.

The Best Kids Book Site Storytime

http://www.thebestkidsbooksite.com/storytimes.htm
Be sure to use this address with storytimes on it. This site has very good storytimes, booklists and crafts by theme.

The Teacher’s Guide

http://www.theteachersguide.com/Mammals.html
Lesson Plan site with links to other sites. Lessons include Cats, Dogs, Ferrets, Horses, Rabbits, and Rodents.

Teaching Heart

http://www.teachingheart.net
Lesson Plans include ideas and links for books by Kevin Henkes and Laura Numeroff.

ThinkQuest: Horse Facts

http://library.thinkquest.org/J0110848/
Useful and interesting facts about horses.

The UnMuseum – Giant Lizards

http://unmuseum.mus.pa.us/bigliz.htm
Includes information and facts about Komodo Dragons. 

Very Best Kids Web

www.verybestkids.com
See “Celebrations” for a Bunny Party and “Crafts and Activities” for a Bunny Craft. The site is difficult to navigate.

http://www.verybestkids.com/Categories/Celebrations/Parties/Article.aspx?articleID=70573785-7C9F-4401-9318-3DB5FDD892B0
or http://www.verybestkids.com/GlobalSearch.aspx?keywords=BUNNY
http://www.verybestkids.com/Categories/CraftsActivities/ArtsCrafts/Article.aspx?articleID=6907C42B-B043-4CD5-B290-FDA2328E9DA8
Waterford Press – Games, Activities, and Quizzes

http://www.waterfordpress.com/game1.html
Includes many animal activities on site that can be downloaded. Activities include mazes, origami crafts, picture scrambles, coloring pages, name scrambles, word searches, etc. They are really nice! Animals are mostly wild, but include rabbits, hares, lizards, parrots and some others.

Wilma Flanagan Spokane - My Storytime

http://www.geocities.com/mystorytime/themes.htm
Storytimes arranges by themes. Pet themes include horses, cats, dogs, birds, bunnies, frogs, and snakes. Storytimes include booklists, poetry, fingerplays, and flannel board stories.

World of Kindergarten

http://www.coe.iup.edu/worldofkindergarten/
Ideas and information are organized alphabetically. Themes included are Animals, Mice, Frogs, Insects, and Spiders. 

Youth on Line

http://www.youthonline.ca
This site has lots of ads, but it also includes a Toddler Section, which contains activities, coloring pages, songs, and fingerplays. Themed parties on a variety of animals and subjects can be found under the Birthday section. Clip art, coloring pages, crafts, are also included, separated by theme. 

