2007 LOUISIANA YOUNG READERS’ CHOICE 

AWARD WINNERS & VOTING RESULTS

Award Winner for Grades 3-5

Gator Gumbo:  A Spicy-Hot Tale by Candace Fleming.  Illustrated by Sally Anne Lambert. 

32 pages.  Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2004.  

In this Cajun twist on the Little Red Hen story Monsieur Gator is getting too old to catch a tasty swamp critter.  Possum, Otter and Skunk tease and taunt him.  But Gator has the last say when he tricks them into being the main ingredient in the gumbo that he is making:  “Slurp! Slip! Plop! Them animals go into the pot.”  

Honor Book for Grades 3-5

The Champ: The Story of Muhammad Ali by Tonya Bolden. Illustrated by R. Gregory Christie. 40 pages.  Random House Children’s Books (Alfred A. Knopf, Inc.), 2004. 

This engaging picture-book biography tells the story of the famous boxer’s life in a lively and insightful text. The vibrant illustrations and bold design will appeal to young readers.

Award Winner for Grades 6-8

So B. It: A Novel by Sarah Weeks.  256 p.  HarperCollins Children’s Book Group (Laura Geringer Book), 2004.  0066236223.

Twelve-year-old Heidi tells how she embarks on a risky cross-country quest from Reno to New York to find answers about her mother’s past.

Honor Book for Grades 6-8

Dragon Rider by Cornelia Funke. Translated by Anthea Bell.  528 p. Scholastic Incorporated (The Chicken House), 2004. 0439456959. 

This charming fantasy is about Firedrake, a young silver dragon who has lived peacefully in an isolated Scottish valley, until he learns that humans are planning to take over the valley.  Firedrake and a brownie named Sorrel, set out to find the Rim of Heaven, which is the home of silver dragons.

TOTAL VOTES for GRADES 3-5 & 6-8 COMBINED 

19,234

GRADES 3-5

TOTAL VOTES 15,417

SCHOOLS & LIBRARIES THAT PARTICIPATED 128

Grade 3-5 Titles in Order of Number of Votes Received

TITLE








VOTES

Gator Gumbo by Candice Fleming. Illus. by Sally Anne Lambert.
4,058 Votes (Winner)

The Champ: The Story of Muhammed Ali by Tonya Bolden.  

1,629 (Honor Book)

Illus. by R. Gregory Christie.


Mighty Jackie: The Strike-Out Queen by Marissa Moss.  

1,359

Illus. by C.F. Payne.



Why Epossumondas Has No Hair on His Tail by Coleen Salley. 

1,351

Illus. by Janet Stevens.



The World According To Humphrey by Betty G. Birney.   

   815

Apples To Oregon by Deborah Hopkinson. Illus. by Nancy Carpenter.
   810

Coming On Home Soon by Jacqueline Woodson. Illus. by E.B. Lewis.
   804

Thunder from the Sea by Joan Hiatt Harlow.
   


   772

Secret Identity (Shredderman #1) by Wendelin Van Draanen.     

   749

Illus. by Brian Biggs.

Science Verse by Jon Scieszka.  
Illus. by Lane Smith  

  
   664

The Last Holiday Concert by Andrew Clements.    


   610

Sweet Music in Harlem by Debbie A. Taylor Illus. by Frank Morrison.  
   600

Ida B by Katherine Hannigan.


   


   553

Ruby Lu, Brave and True by Lenore Look.  
   


   389

Worth by A. LaFaye. 



   


   254

GRADES 6-8

TOTAL VOTES 3,817

SCHOOLS & LIBRARIES THAT PARTICIPATED 64

Grade 3-5 Titles in Order of Number of Votes Received

TITLE








VOTES

So B. It: A Novel by Sarah Weeks. 

  


   565 Votes (Winner)

Dragon Rider by Cornelia Funke. 

  


   456 (Honor Book)

Al Capone Does My Shirts 


  


   390

by Gennifer Choldenko.

The Teacher’s Funeral by Richard Peck.

  


   377

Never Mind! A Twin Novel by Rachel Vail  
  


   360

and Avi.

Bird by Angela Johnson. 


  


   359

Airborn by Kenneth Oppel.





   312

The Sea of Trolls by Nancy Farmer.




   196

Technically, It’s Not My Fault: Concrete Poems
  


   186

by John Grandits.

The Young Man and the Sea 





   151

by Rodman Philbrick.

Becoming Naomi León by Pam Ryan Muñoz.



   144

Escape from Saigon by Andrea Warren.




     90

Tarantula Scientist by Sy Montgomery. Photos by Nic Bishop.

     89

Journey to the Bottomless Pit by Elizabeth Mitchell.


     73

