Fire from the Rock by Sharon Draper

If you were given a chance or opportunity to do something big, to make a difference, but you knew it would be extremely difficult and that people would hate you for it; What would you do?

The year is 1957.  15 year-old Sylvia Patterson is a straight-A student at her school in Little Rock, Arkansas and is looking forward to starting high school in the fall.   Just like other girls her age she likes boys, music, talking on the phone, shopping and spending time with her friends.  Sylvia is African-American and plans to attend the black high school in her town.  That is until her teacher announces that the city of Little Rock will start the integration of black students into the all white Central High School that fall.     From the book:
"This process may take years. Next week we will start the selection process for those of you who might choose to be among the first, the proud, maybe even the famous. But it will not be easy. The white establishment does not want you there. It will be difficult, maybe even painful, and probably dangerous. I want you to go home tonight and talk to your parents. After much discussion and prayer, if you and your family want to be considered for this, I want you to let me know. We are slowly compiling a list of possible students to present to the school board. Only the best and the brightest will be chosen. Will you be among them?"


“What a terrible, horrible, wonderful, decision this would be.”

This is the story of the "Little Rock Nine" and the Central High Crisis of 1957 told through the eyes of a 15 year old girl and her decision.  

Submitted by Angela Germany

