LOUISIANA YOUNG READERS’ CHOICE AWARD BALLOT 2008

GRADES 6-8

Basketball (Or Something Like It) by Nora Raleigh Baskin. 176 pages. Sixth-graders Hank, Nathan, Jeremy and Anabel deal with the realities of middle school basketball, including family pressures, a variety of coaches, and team dynamics. This fast-paced story focuses on the four protagonists’ relationships, but it also includes some lively basketball action.

Trade Cloth. HarperCollins, 2005. 0060596104.  $15.99.

Library Binding. HarperCollins, 2005. 0060596112.  $16.89. 

Trade Paper. HarperCollins Children’s Book Group (Harper Trophy), 2007.  $5.99.

Black Storm Comin’ by Diane Lee Wilson. 304 pages. Twelve-year-old Colton, the son of a black mother and a white father, takes a job with the Pony Express in 1860 after his father abandons the family on their California-bound wagon train. Colton is independent, honest and occasionally impetuous. He is determined to do the right thing and help his family despite incredible hardships, challenges and the barriers of race. His ride across the treacherous mountains is gripping and meaningful. Exciting events and memorable characters make this a gripping novel. 

Trade Cloth. Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing (Margaret K. McElderry), 2005.

0689871376.  $16.95. 

Trade Paper. Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing (Aladdin), 2005. 0689871384. $5.99.

Blood Red Horse by K. M. Grant. 288 pages. This compelling novel about twelve-year William de Granville, who wants to be a knight, and a special horse named Hosanna is set in the 12th century during the Third Crusades. The superb story addresses the issues of religious differences and the realities of war. Hosanna proves to be a heroic horse in this adventurous story that is the first in a series.


Cloth over Boards. Walker & Co., 2005. 0802789609.  $16.95. 


Trade Paper. Walker & Co., 2005. 0802777341. $7.95. 

Audio Cassette. Recorded Books, LLC, 2005. 141935115X. $65.85. 

Compact Disc. Recorded Books, LLC, 2005. 1419356062. $89.75.

Bodies from the Ash: Life and Death in Ancient Pompeii by James M. Deem. 50 pages. This engrossing, well-researched account of the eruption of Vesuvius in c.e. 79 includes dramatic photographs and heart-wrenching stories. 

Saddle Stitched; Dust Jacket; Cloth Over Boards. Houghton Mifflin Company Trade & Reference Division, 2005. 0618473084. $16.00. 

Click Here: To Find Out How I Survived Seventh Grade by Denise Vega. 224 pages. Seventh-grader Erin Swift writes about her friends and classmates in her private blog, but when it accidentally gets posted on the school Intranet site, she learns some important lessons about friendship. 

Trade Cloth.  Little, Brown & Co., 2005. 0316985600. $15.99. 

Trade Paper. Little, Brown & Co., 2006. 0316985597. $7.99. 

Code Orange by Caroline Cooney. 200 pages. While conducting research for a school paper on smallpox, Mitty finds an envelope containing 100-year-old smallpox scabs and fears that he has infected himself and all of New York City. This is a thrilling suspense story about a slacker who evolves into a resourceful hero. 

Saddle Stitched; Dust Jacket; Cloth over Boards. Random House Children’s Books (Delacorte Books for Young Readers), 2005. 0385732597. $15.95. 

Library Binding; Paper over Boards. Random House Children’s Books (Delacorte Books for Young Readers), 2005. 0385902778. $17.99. 

The Cottonmouth Club by Lance Marcum. 336 pages. This novel is set in rural Louisiana during the summer of 1963. Twelve-year-old Mitch Valentine, who is from California, is forced to spend the summer with relatives he doesn’t know and must adjust to the rough and tumble ways of his cousins. 


Cloth over Boards. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2005. 0374315620. $18.00. 

Double Identity by Margaret Peterson Haddix. 224 pages. Thirteen-year-old Bethany’s parents have always been overprotective, but they suddenly drop out of sight with no explanation, leaving her with an aunt she never knew existed. Bethany uncovers shocking secrets that make her question everything she thought she knew about herself and her family. This science fiction novel about cloning is filled with suspense.


Trade Cloth. Simon & Schuster, 2005. 0689873743. $15.95. 

Flush by Carl Hiaasen. 272 pages. When their father is jailed for sinking a river boat, Noah Underwood and his younger sister, Abbey, must gather evidence that the owner of this floating casino is emptying his bilge tanks into the waters around their Florida Keys home. This mystery story is action-packed and humorous. 

Trade Cloth. Random House Children’s Books (Knopf Books for Young Readers), 2005. 0375821821. $16.95. 

Perfect; Paper over Boards. Random House Children’s Books (Knopf Books for Young Readers), 2005. 0375921826. $18.99. 

Large Print; Trade Cloth. Thorndike Press, 2005. 0786279087. $23.95. 

Audio Cassette. Random House Audio Publishing Group (Listening Library), 2005. 0307280691. $26.00. 

Compact Disc. Random House Audio Publishing Group (Listening Library), 2005. 0307280705. $30.00. 

Audio Cassette. Random House Audio Publishing Group (Listening Library), 2005. 0307282899. $35.00.

Compact Disc. Random House Audio Publishing Group (Listening Library), 2005. 0307282902. $45.00. 

Jazz A B Z: An A to Z Collection of Jazz Portraits by Wynton Marsalis. Illustrated by Paul Rogers. 76 pages. Poems about 26 well-known jazz musicians are written in styles that reflect their music and personalities. The illustrations and design of the book create a very attractive package for jazz fans and poetry buffs. Marsalis is a well-known jazz musician from Louisiana.


Saddle Stitched; Cloth over Boards. Candlewick, 2005. 0763621358. $24.99. 

The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan. 384 pages.  After learning that he is the son of a mortal woman and Poseidon, god of the sea, twelve-year-old Percy is sent to a summer camp for demigods like himself, and joins his new friends on a quest to prevent a war between the gods. 

This rollicking tale about the escapades of Greek gods and goddesses is not just for readers who like Greek myths. The story is a fast-paced adventure story with a likeable hero.


Trade Cloth. Hyperion Books for Children, 2005. 0786856297. $17.95. 


Large Print; Trade Cloth. Thorndike Press, 2006. 0786282258. $22.95. 

Trade Paper. Miramax Books, 2006. 0786838655. $7.99. 

Compact Disc. Random House Audio Publishing Group (Listening Library), 2005. 0307245306. $37.00.

Audio Cassette.  Random House Audio Publishing Group (Books on Tape), 2005. 0307245292. $45.00. 

Compact Disc. Random House Audio Publishing Group (Books on Tape), 2005. 0307245314. $60.00. 

The Pig Scrolls by Paul Shipton. 288 pages. This is hilarious mock-epic about Gryllus, who was transformed into a pig while sailing with Odysseus and decides to stay a pig. Gryllus’s farcical accounts of his adventures will be great to read aloud. 

Trade Cloth. Candlewick Press, 2005. 076362702X. $15.99. 

Audio Cassette. BBC Audiobooks, 2005. 1405650958. $49.95. 

The Sacrifice by Kathleen Benner Duble. 211 pages. Two sisters, ages ten and twelve, are accused of witchcraft in Andover, Massachusetts in 1692. They await their trial in a miserable prison while their mother desperately searches for some way to obtain their freedom.  

Trade Cloth. Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing (Margaret K. McElderry), 2005. 0689876505. $15.95. 

Sixth-Grade Glommers, Norks, and Me by Lisa Papademetriou. 224 pages. Allie is starting middle school and is faced with a number of problems, including difficulties with her best friend, confusion about her nerdy lab partner and challenges on the soccer field. The strong characterization and authentic dialogue elevate this above the formula school-story. It is funny, poignant and believable. 

Trade Cloth. Hyperion Books for Children, 2005. 0786851694. $14.99. 

Trade Paper. Hyperion Press, 2005. 0786851708. $5.99. 

The Stumptown Kid by Carol Gorman and Ron Findley. 224 pages. In a small Iowa town in 1952, eleven-year-old Charlie Nebraska, whose father died in the Korean War, learns the meanings of both racism and heroism when he befriends a black man who had played baseball in the Negro Leagues. This powerful story combines sports, suspense, mystery and social history.

Trade Cloth. Peachtree Publishers, 2005. 1561453374. $14.95. 

The Louisiana Young Readers’ Choice Award is a reading enrichment program of the Louisiana Center for the Book in the State Library of Louisiana underwritten by 

Capital One with additional support from Perma-Bound Books.
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