BARD

The BARD – Braille and Audio Reading Download – program is a National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS) free digital book download service. Over 15,000 books and over 40 magazine titles are available with new books added weekly. 
In order to qualify for BARD, you must have active SBPH library service, be in good standing, have an email address, and a high-speed Internet connection. Downloading books or magazines from BARD also requires some computer expertise.
To register for BARD, you must apply for a BARD Login (https://nlsbard.loc.gov/cgi-bin/nlsbardprod/index.cgi).  
After you receive your BARD Login, you can browse and download books and magazines from the BARD website  (https://nlsbard.loc.gov) or you can browse and link through the main NLS catalog (http://nlscatalog.loc.gov/).
You cannot play downloaded BARD materials on your computer; you must use an authorized player. If you have received your NLS Digital Talking Book Machine (DTBM), either the Standard or the Advanced model, you can play BARD downloads on it. There are also currently five commercial machines that are able to play BARD downloads. SBPH does not sell or loan commercial machines. 
Depending on which machine you are using, you may store a book or magazine on a digital cartridge, flash drive, or flash card. If you are using the NLS machine, then use either an NLS-type digital cartridge or a standard USB flash drive (also called thumb drive or jump drive). If using a commercial bought machine, check the documentation to see which option is best. SBPH does not supply any of these storage media; you will need to purchase them yourself.
