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ANNOTATION:

Having arrived in San Francisco from China to work in his brother's store, Ming is lonely until an Irish boy befriends him.  The store is not doing well, so Ming and his friend Patrick try to come up with an idea to save the store.

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

The author provides math, science, and language arts lessons that correlate with the book. The following Web site link will connect you to the lesson plans.  http://www.soentpiet.com/brothers.html#brothers1
Social Studies

· All Roads Lead to China. In the book, Ming shows Patrick how to write a word using Chinese characters.  This lesson will introduce students to the written language of China through a variety of video and Web-based activities.  Once you get to the site, you can click on links that allow you to print out your name in Chinese and which describe other activities related to Chinese culture.
http://www.wvpt4learning.org/lessons/pdf_svtc04/allroads.pdf
· Chinese New Year. Discuss customs and celebrations related to the Chinese culture in connection to Chinese New Year.  Students will make a Chinese dragon out of an egg carton. The following link provides directions for the activity: http://crafts.kaboose.com/dragon.html.
· Immigration. Ming and Patrick are immigrants who came to America with their families to create new lives for themselves. Teachers can discuss and develop lessons addressing immigration to America. The following site provides a printable journal page for students to use when writing down their thoughts on the voyage across the ocean to America. Also, the site provides a link to an information/activity book on the subject of immigration that teachers can purchase.
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/immigration/printable/39638.html?detoured=1
· Transcontinental Railroad. Ming’s brother Wong is helping to build the transcontinental railroad. Explore the transcontinental railroad and its place in American history. How did it change America? How was it built? Who built it? Read the author’s book Coolies for more on this topic. Consider using some of the ideas found at http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=253.

· Irish Potato Famine. Mr. O’Farrell, Patrick’s father, tells Ming that in Ireland, his family had nothing to eat, so they moved to America. Mr. O’Farrell is referring to the Irish potato famine. Discuss the Irish potato famine and its impact on American immigration. Students can play the online game “A Day in the Life” to test their understanding. http://pbskids.org/stantonanthony/irish_girl.html.

Art and Culture

· Chinese Lanterns. In Brothers, you can see several Chinese lanterns hanging from the store ceiling.  The following site provides directions on how to create a Chinese lantern. http://crafts.kaboose.com/lantern1.html
· Architecture. Check out books with images of traditional Chinese architecture. Share the images with students and point out some of the common terms (e.g., pagoda). Show students photographs of Chinatown’s architecture. Ask students to point out similarities. Have them use the terms they learned to describe the images. Photographs of San Francisco’s Chinatown can be found at http://gocalifornia.about.com/od/casfmenu/ig/San-Francisco-Chinatown/Chinatown-Architecture.htm.
· Cultural Comparison. Ming and Patrick come from completely different cultures, and through their friendship they learn about each other’s background.

Introduction: The teacher will discuss the two main characters from the book and point out on a map of the world where the two boys originated from before coming to America.

Guided Activity: Students will be divided into groups of four and will be given information on the different countries in a handout or access to a computer to research information on the different countries. (Provide pictures, books, Web sites, etc. for students to use during their research.)

Independent Practice: Students will present to their classmates information on certain aspects of each culture (for example, clothing, food, shelter, language, and customs related to the different countries). The teacher can utilize the Web site listed below to print out a mock passport for children to fill out as they “travel” to the different countries during this lesson. http://www.teachervision.fen.com/tv/printables/0876288085_16_17_34_35.pdf
Conclusion: The teacher will conclude the activity with students completing a Venn diagram (graphic organizer with two circles intertwined), by comparing the different cultures and how they are similar and different. The teacher can utilize the following Web site to print out a blank version of a Venn diagram. http://www.teachervision.fen.com/tv/resources/PDF/GOOD_TV_3_6_pdf_s/62177_InRCd_90.pdf
WEB SITES

Chris Soentpiet

http://www.soentpiet.com/
This site was created by the author and her husband who is the illustrator of the book.  The site provides information about the author, illustrator, lesson plans, book signings, and other information vital to the book.

Gigglepotz

http://www.gigglepotz.com/china.htm
This site provides information on the Chinese culture and a video on how to create the Chinese characters for the words hello and goodbye.  The site also provides links to purchasing books that relate to Chinese culture. 

Ancient Scripts

http://www.ancientscripts.com/chinese.html
This site provides examples of different Chinese characters and gives the definition for each one.  You will need to scroll down the page to find the Chinese characters.

TeacherVision

http://www.teachervision.fen.com/china/printable/4374.html?detoured=1&for_printing=1
Ming and Patrick had a language barrier.  The following site provides you the English translation of several Chinese words.

http://www.teachervision.fen.com/tv/tvsearch.php?lowest_grade=103&highest_grade=103&term=270200000000&site=TV&tab=Grades&scn=63&mode=-bread
This site provides activities for grades three through five that correlate with Chinese New Year.

The Irish Potato Famine 

http://www.irishpotatofamine.org/
This site offers a kid friendly, interactive guide to life in Ireland during the Potato Famine.

