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SUMMARY 

A boy is brokenhearted when his dog cannot accompany his family on their upcoming move. He has no idea the adventure that is in store for his dog, Cracker, who is given to the U.S. Army to be a working military dog during the Vietnam War. Cracker is assigned to a soldier named Rick, who must train the dog and risk his life in the jungles of Vietnam with Cracker by his side. Told from the unique perspective of both man and dog, this unforgettable story of war and friendship will thrill readers and touch their hearts.
AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY

The first book Cynthia Kadohata ever wrote for young people, Kira-Kira, won the 2005 Newbery Medal. She is inspired by traveling throughout the United States and is a lover of books, dark chocolate, and dogs. When she's not busy writing, she enjoys playing with her son, Sammy, whom she adopted from Kazakhstan, and her Doberman, Shika Kojika.
Source of author information: http://www.kira-kira.us/ (Kadohata's homepage)
OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR

· Weedflower. Atheneum Books for Young Readers. 2006. 260 pages. After twelve-year-old Sumiko and her Japanese-American family are relocated from their flower farm in southern California to an internment camp on a Mojave Indian reservation in Arizona, she helps her family and neighbors, becomes friends with a local Indian boy, and tries to hold on to her dream of owning a flower shop.
· Kira-Kira. Thorndike Press. 2005. 231 pages. Chronicles the close friendship between two Japanese-American sisters growing up in rural Georgia during the late 1950s and early 1960s, and the despair when one sister becomes terminally ill.
· Outside Beauty. Atheneum Books for Young Readers. 2008. 265 pages. Thirteen-year-old Shelby and her three sisters must go to live with their respective fathers while their mother, who has trained them to rely on their looks, recovers from a car accident that scarred her face.
Source of book summaries: Library of Congress catalog.
RELATED TITLES

· War Dog: A Novel. By Martin Booth. Margaret K. McElderry Books. 1997. 133 pages. After her owner is arrested while poaching, Jet is requisitioned by the British Army and sees duty on the beach at Dunkirk, searching for survivors of Germany’s bombing raids on English cities, and in Italy at the end of the war.
· Letters from Wolfie. By Patti Sherlock. Viking. 2004. 228 pages. Certain that he is doing the right thing by donating his dog, Wolfie, to the Army’s scout program in Vietnam, thirteen-year-old Mark begins to have second thoughts when the Army refuses to say when and if Wolfie will ever return.
· Eyes of the Emperor. By Graham Salisbury. Wendy Lamb Books. 2005. 229 pages. Following orders from the United States Army, several young Japanese American men train K-9 units to hunt Asians during World War II.
· Patrol: An American Soldier in Vietnam. By Walter Dean Myers. HarperCollins. 2001. 1 volume (unpaged). A frightened American soldier faces combat in the lush forests of Vietnam.
Source of book summaries: Library of Congress catalog.
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS
This book lends itself to classroom connections in a variety of subjects, including science, English, social studies, art, and drama.  
· Both the publisher's site and the author's site offer numerous classroom activity suggestions. Follow these links, http://books.simonandschuster.com/Cracker!/Cynthia-Kadohata/9781416906377/reading_group_guide 
and 
http://www.kira-kira.us/crackerreadingguide.htm, 
for more details and specific instructions on the following activities:
· Science: Research about malaria; research about dogs' senses.
· English: Writing a feature story about Rick and Cracker's reunion; writing an editorial about the end of the war; writing a paragraph about a character's post-war life.

· Social Studies: Research about the military draft; debate about the war.

· Art: Designing a postcard about democracy.

· Drama: Writing and performing a dramatic sketch based on a scene in the book.
· Other classroom connections: 

Social Studies: "As Rick understood it, Vietnam had been one long, narrow country. In 1954, the Geneva Accords divided it into two countries: North Vietnam and South Vietnam. The North Vietnamese were Communist; the South Vietnamese were not. The goal of the United States in this war was to prevent South Vietnam from going Communist." 
Tie this excerpt from the book to a discussion not only about the Vietnam War but to current events. Should the role of America be to step in and get involved in another country's politics? Why or why not? Are there times when this is right or this is wrong, both now and throughout history? Have students write and discuss paragraphs based on their positions on this question.
Music: Many songs were written in protest of the Vietnam War. This site provides background and audio clips of several of these songs: http://www.jwsrockgarden.com/jw02vvaw.htm. Play these clips for students and discuss the role of this music during this time period. 
This site offers a lesson plan about protest music, including links to songs. (Though the website recommends that teachers purchase a DVD to use it, this is not required to use the lesson plan.) http://www.vh1.com/partners/vh1_music_studio/supplies/specials/protest-lesson1.html.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How does Cracker come to be a part of the U.S. military? Are there any parallels between Cracker’s induction into the military and Rick’s choice to enlist? Are there any parallels between Cracker’s induction into the military and the draft? Which one of these comparisons is more apt?

2. Scout dogs were important to the military in the Vietnam conflict. What skills does Cracker possess that Rick does not? How do the responsibilities of a dog handler compare to the responsibilities of the other men serving in Vietnam with Rick?
3. Compare Cracker’s former life to the life she leads in the military, and compare Rick’s former life to the life he leads in the military. Which life seems more fulfilling to you? Why do you think it is hard for Cracker and Rick to return to their former lives?

4. How does Willie relate to Cracker as an owner? How does Rick relate to Cracker? Is Cracker better suited to domestic life or military life? State why you think so.

· Discussion Topics for Cracker
http://books.simonandschuster.com/Cracker!/Cynthia-Kadohata/9781416906377/reading_group_guide
See this reading group guide from the publisher for a prepared list of 13 in-depth discussion questions related to the book.

· Cracker Reading Guide

http://www.kira-kira.us/crackerreadingguide.htm
This site also provides several discussion questions for the book.

WEB SITES
Author

· Cynthia Kadohata 

http://www.kira-kira.us/
This is the author's home page. It includes a biography, a Q&A section, and information about her books.

· PaperTigers.Org: Interview with Writer Cynthia Kadohata
http://www.papertigers.org/interviews/archived_interviews/ckadohata_final.html
This is an interview that was conducted with the author shortly after the publication of Cracker.
Related Topics


Vietnam War
· The Vietnam Center & Archive: The Teachers' Resources Web
http://www.vietnam.ttu.edu/teachers/
This site about the Vietnam War is specifically aimed at teachers and students.

· Digital History: Learn about the Vietnam War

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/modules/vietnam/index.cfm
This site includes links to background information, maps, images, timelines, fact sheets, lesson plans, and more about the Vietnam War.
· Veterans History Project

http://www.loc.gov/vets//vets-home.html
This is the official site of the Veterans History Project, a project of the American Folklife Center of the Library of Congress. This section of the site includes information on how students can participate by interviewing veterans: http://www.loc.gov/vets/youth-resources.html.
War Dogs in History
· Vietnam Dog Handler Association
http://vdha.us/
This site is run by and devoted to veteran dog handlers.

· United States War Dogs Association

http://www.uswardogs.org/index.html
This site takes an in-depth look at the history of war dogs. These sections of the site feature photographs of war dogs and their handlers in Vietnam: 
http://www.uswardogs.org/id29.html
and
http://www.uswardogs.org/id30.html.
· K-9 History: The Dogs of War

http://community-2.webtv.net/Hahn-50thAP-K9/K9History/
This site features the history of war dogs in Great Britain and the U.S. throughout history. This portion of the site focuses specifically on war dogs in Vietnam: http://community-2.webtv.net/Hahn-50thAP-K9/K9History6/.
War Dogs Today
· Military Dogs Today

http://www.olive-drab.com/od_wardogs_today.php
This site features information on modern "military working dogs," including those in Iraq and Afghanistan.

· United States War Dogs Association

http://www.uswardogs.org/index.html
Several sections of this site focus on today's war dogs, including "Today's K-9 Teams" and "Dog News." There are many photographs, stories, and facts about the role of war dogs in the modern military.
Malaria
· Malaria No More

http://www.malarianomore.org/get_involved/tools.php#classroom
This site provides malaria information designed for use in the classroom.
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