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Gutman, Dan.  Casey Back at Bat.  New York:  Harper Collins, 2007.  32pp.

SUMMARY:  Casey’s at the plate again, and this time, he’s going to come through for Mudville!  He surprises everyone in the stands by hitting one out of the park – but the ball just keeps going!  It travels across the globe, doing some damage to a tower in Pisa and the Sphinx in Egypt, and then the ball goes back in time and visits with the dinosaurs.  Everything looks great for Casey, and as the ball comes back to the park, everyone is left to wonder:  Will there be joy in Mudville?  This book is a parody and sequel to Ernest Lawrence Thayer’s poem “Casey at the Bat.”

AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY:
Dan Gutman’s first venture into writing was columns in humor magazines in New York City.  He started a magazine in 1982 called Computer Games Player, which was later renamed Computer Games.  After fifteen years of writing, he found his calling – writing children’s books.  Gutman has written many books for young readers, ranging from topics such as sports to aliens from outer space, several of which are award winners.  

Author information from:  http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Casey-Back-at-Bat/Dan-Gutman/e/9780060560256 and http://www.dangutman.com/pages/about.html

ILLUSTRATOR’S BIOGRAPHY:
Steve Johnson and Lou Facher have been working together as a creative team for over 22 years.  They have illustrated over 30 children’s books, included Dr. Seuss’ My Many Colored Days, Garrison Keillor’s Ca, You Better Come Home and Jon Scieska’s The Frog Prince.  Their 2000 collaboration, I Walk At Night was named one of the New York Times’ Best Illustrated Books.  They have received a gold medal from the Society of Illustrators, and provided set and character development for Pixar’s Toy Story and A Bug’s Life.

Illustrator Information from:  http://www.johnsonandfancher.com/
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS:

Language Arts:

Rhyme/Rhythm:

· Poetry:  A Feast to Form Fluent Readers:  Students listen to and read “Casey at the Bat” by Ernest Thayer.  Students will identify text written in poetry form, and will develop styles for reading poetry out loud:   http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=22
· Compare “Casey at the Bat” to “Casey Back at Bat” by Ernest Lawrence Thayer (text:  http://www.baseball-almanac.com/poetry/po_case.shtml)
· Have students rewrite Gutman’s poem as a story, and then compare the two.

Science:  

Dinosaurs/Extinction:
· Discovering Dinosaurs: Students will look at evidence to support a theory of dinosaurs:
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/programs/tlc-dinosaurs/index.html  You may need to copy the link and paste it into your browser for the page to open.

Planets/Space:

· Lunar and Planetary Institute:  Space related lesson plans, classroom activities and discussion questions.  http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/resources/ 
· Cassini Equinox Mission:  A set of 12 lesson plans that blends space exploration with reading and writing:
http://saturn.jpl.nasa.gov/Education/educationK4Program/
· Classroom Planetarium:  Students create a 3D representation of the solar system: http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/programs/classroomplanetarium/   

The website suggests the purchase of a documentary film but it is not necessary for the activity.
· The Path to Mars: Students will compare Earth and Mars: http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/programs/thepathtomars/
(Note: the site contains outdated links to introductions to Earth and Mars.  Introductions can be found here:  http://www.solarviews.com/eng/mars.htm and http://www.solarviews.com/eng/earth.htm) 
Social Studies:  

Sphinx:
· Wheel of Pharaoh:  Students study facts about ancient Egyptian civilization and identify vocabulary and terms that relate to ancient Egypt: http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/programs/wheelofpharaoh/ 
The website suggests the purchase of a documentary film but it is not necessary for the activity.  You may need to copy the link and paste it into your browser for the page to open.

Baseball:


· Character Trading Cards:  Used with Ernest Thayer’s poem, students make baseball cards for the players mentioned in the poem:
http://www.readwritethink.org/CALENDAR/calendar_day.asp?id=251


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1)  What inspired Casey to get back up to bat?  Do you think it was hard for him to get back up there, after he lost the game for his team last time?  What would you have done in his situation?
2)  How would you feel if you were a Mudville fan?  Would you still trust Casey, or would you want him off your team?  Why or why not?
3)  In the book, Casey’s ball travels back to the dinosaurs, across the world to Egypt, and even out into space.  Where else could Casey’s ball have gone?
4)  Talk about a time when someone depended on you, but things didn’t go the way they were supposed to.  How did that make you feel?  
5)  Has a friend ever let you down?  What happened?  Did you forgive your friend?  What did you do to make him or her feel better?
WEBSITES:

Dan Gutman Book Tour:
http://www.harpercollins.com/Author/Tour.aspx?authorID=16777
Information on dates and locations on Dan Gutman’s book tour.
Dan Gutman Reads “Casey Back at Bat”:
http://blogs.phillyburbs.com/news/bct/dan-gutman-reads-casey-back-at-bat/
A slideshow featuring audio of Dan Gutman reading to students.

NASA Space Place:
http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/en/kids/
NASA’s website for Kids, full of games, projects and facts.

21st Century Explorer:  
http://education.jsc.nasa.gov/explorers/index2.html
Answers many questions that students may have about space.

The Science of Baseball:
http://www.exploratorium.edu/baseball/
Interactive website about baseball for kids; includes articles, facts and activities.

Baseball Word Scramble:
http://www.thepotters.com/puzzles/baseball.html
A word scramble featuring baseball terms.

Math Baseball:
http://www.funbrain.com/math/index.html
A website that gives students math problems in a baseball context.  Some web filters may block this site.  
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