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About Louisiana Voices

Louisiana Voices records books on tape for distribution to people who are blind, visually impaired or have other physical handicaps that prevent reading in a conventional manner. As part of the State Library of Louisiana, Services for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (SBPH), Louisiana Voices works in conjunction with the Library of Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS).  Books are recorded by the Louisiana Voices staff and volunteers in the studio at the State Library of Louisiana in Baton Rouge.

Title Selection

Louisiana Voices records materials related to Louisiana that have not been recorded by the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.  To suggest a title for review by the Louisiana Voices Collection Development Committee, please call (225) 219-1696 or email lavoices@state.lib.la.us.  

How to Borrow Louisiana Voices Recorded Cassettes 

You must be a registered patron of the State Library of Louisiana Services for the Blind and Physically Handicapped to be eligible for this service.  Call us for an application, toll-free at 1-800-543-4702, or in Baton Rouge, call (225) 342-0035.  You may also send an email request to sbph@state.lib.la.us.  The application form can be downloaded on our website at www.state.lib.la.us where a link to our website for the visually impaired is available.  You must submit an application with an original signature.  Faxed or photocopied signatures are not acceptable.

Alternate Formats

Call numbers for recorded cassettes are listed. When available, large print and standard print material call numbers are included at the end of each annotation.

The Louisiana Young Readers’ Choice Award 

The Louisiana Young Readers’ Choice Award (LYRCA) is a reading enrichment program of the Louisiana Center for the Book in the State Library of Louisiana underwritten by Hibernia National Bank with additional support from Perma-Bound Books. The purpose of the program is to foster a love of reading in the children of Louisiana by motivating them to participate in the selection and recognition of outstanding books by voting on their favorite title each year.  All titles for grades 3-5 are available in special format, so that SBPH patrons may participate in the voting process.  For more information, visit the State Library website’s “Center for the Book” link, or contact Angela Cinquemano by telephone at (225) 219-1696 or by email at acinquem@state.lib.la.us. 

Friends Group

The State Library of Louisiana acknowledges the Mrs. W. Carruth Jones Foundation for the Blind and Physically Handicapped of Baton Rouge for its support in securing $30,845 in grant funding to offset the start up costs of the Louisiana Voices audio book production program.
Louisiana Voices: Adult Fiction
Balcony Stories   

RCL 179 

By Grace Elizabeth King

Read by Lisa Brenskelle

1 cassette

Sixteen short stories focus on Southern social customs of the early 20th century. French words and phrases are used throughout these old-fashioned stories, which include La Grande Demoiselle, Mimi's Marriage, The Little Convent Girl, The Old Lady's Restoration, and A Delicate Affair.
1925.
La 813 Kin

Bayou Folk   

RCL 178

By Kate Chopin

Read by Bruce Morgan

2 cassettes

Inspired by her time in New Orleans, Chopin wrote numerous short stories presenting the relations between blacks and whites.  Written two decades after the Civil War, the social rules of engagement in this culture still reflected the entrenched patterns of slavery.
1895.
La 813 Cho

Bedroom Eyes     

RCL 227 

By Hailey North

Read by Freya Zork

2 cassettes

Before tax lawyer Penelope met New Orleans undercover police officer Tony Olano, she had no time for romance other than an imaginary boyfriend.  However, a voodoo storeowner attempts to inject some magic into Penelope’s love life by casting a spell on Tony.

Some explicit descriptions of sex.

1998.

La 813 Nor 1998

Behind Eclaire's Doors   

RCL 215 

By Sophie Dunbar

Read by Michele Walley

2 cassettes

Claire Claiborne, owner of the high society salon Eclaire's, tries to prove that her once ex-husband and current fiancé Dan is innocent of murdering her manicurist.

Some violence and explicit descriptions of sex.

1993.
La 813 Dun

A Blue Dog Christmas

RCL 433

By George Rodrigue

Read by Bruce Morgan
1 cassette

This memoir tells how young George Rodrigue discovered his passion for art in the magical season of Christmas. Alongside his beloved dogs Trixie and Lady, his artistic talent evolved through creating manger scenes and entering Christmas decorating contests. 

La 394.2663 Rod 2000
Blue Dog

RCL 418

By George Rodrigue and Lawrence S. Freundlich

Read by Phil Chenevert

1 cassette

After her long life as his faithful canine companion, George Rodrigue’s pet Tiffany transforms into "blue dog" and becomes the primary muse for the iconic Louisiana painter.

La 759.13 Rod 2000
By the Light of the Jukebox   

RCL 262

By Dean Paschal
Read by Patrick Bynane

1 cassette

This collection of eight dark, erotic short stories reveal a strange variety of disturbing worlds. In "Python", reincarnation is an unsettlingly reality as a snake longs for her past membership in a club for adventurous homemakers of the 1950s. “L'Annonciation” brings forth the emotional pain of sexual addiction and dysfunctional relationships. 

Explicit descriptions of strong language, violence and sex.

2002.

La 813 Pas 2002

The Caddie

RCL 355

By J. Michael Veron

Read by Jimmy Frederick

2 cassettes

Talented yet troubled golfer Bobby Reeves hits rock bottom until a mysterious and gifted caddie appears in Baton Rouge, helping him transform more than just his golf game.

La 813 Ver 2004
Chita: A Memory of Last Island    

RCL 216

By Lafcadio Hearn

Read by Lisa Brenskelle

1 cassette

A Spanish fisherman and his wife find a young girl in the Gulf of Mexico after a hurricane ravages the Louisiana coast in 1856. With her family presumed dead, Feliu, the fisherman, and his wife Carmen take in the girl and give her the name Chita.

1889.

La 813 Hea

City of Beads    

RCL 324

By Anthony Dunbar
Read by Ron Landaiche

2 cassettes

New Orleans lawyer Tubby Dubonnet watches three seemingly unrelated cases dangerously merge. His friend dies in a peanut oil vat, his daughter's tries to save the Mississippi River, and a drug dealer is vengefully murdered. Second in the Tubby Dubonnet Mystery series.  Other titles include: Crooked Man (RCL 187).

Some strong language and violence.

1995.

La 813 Dun

Crazy Ladies   

RCL 231 
By Michael Lee West

Read by Rebekah Hoffpauir

2 cassettes

Spanning 1932-1972, perspectives on the difficulties of everyday life are told by Mrs. Gussie, her daughters Dorothy and Clancy Jane, and their daughters Bitsy and Violet.

Some strong language and some descriptions of sex.

1999.
La 813 Wes 1999

Creole Stories   

RCL 214 

By George Washington Cable

Read by Lisa Brenskelle

1 cassette

Kinne Cable Oschner, niece of author George Washington Cable, retells selections from her uncle’s short stories. These tales about the people and customs of early Louisiana provide glimpses of Creole life in New Orleans and the surrounding plantation country.

1954.

La 813 Cab

Crooked Man   

RCL 187

By Anthony Dunbar

Read by Ron Landaiche

1 cassette

New Orleans lawyer Tubby Dubonnet is a man who enjoys the slow pace of life in the Big Easy. However, when Tubby takes on a new client, his relaxed existence is shattered as he is dragged into intrigue involving murder, drugs, and big money.  First in the Tubby Dubonnet series. Other titles include: City of Beads  (RCL 324).

Some strong language and violence.

1994.

La 813 Dun

Elysian Fields: A novel    

RCL 197

By Sally Savic

Read by Michele Walley

1 cassette

Alice, the naive abandoned wife of a philanderer, spends endless hot, humid days in New Orleans pondering the whereabouts of her husband, Marshall. Though he is rumored to be dead, her instincts fuel a bleak search for her husband. 

Descriptions of sex.

1988.

La 813 Sav

Gator Aide    

RCL 293 
By Jessica Speart

Read by Lisa Brenskelle

2 cassettes

A failed New York actress, Rachel Porter becomes a wildlife agent in the steamy Louisiana bayous, chasing poachers and fending off mosquitoes. However, one assignment brings real danger as she finds a heroin stuffed alligator chained to a bathtub, just inches away from a murdered dancer.

Some strong language and violence.

1997.

La 813 Spe 1997

Keepsake Crimes

RCL 408
By Laura Childs

Read by Kathleen Mayeux

1 cassette

Feisty New Orleans scrapbook shop owner Carmela Bertrand and her friends explore the murder of a prominent Mardi Gras Krewe member. The first in a series of scrapbooking mysteries. Scrapbooking tips and recipes are included. Some strong language.

La 813 Chi 2003
A Kiss in the Dark    

RCL 301
By Jenna Mills

Read by Lisa Lipsey

1 cassette

Dylan St. Croix and his cousin Lance are in love with the same woman.  Dylan and Bethany once conceived a child, and Lance and Bethany share an uneventful marriage. When Lance is murdered and Bethany has his blood on her hands, she is arrested leaving Dylan to show his love by proving Bethany’s innocence.

Violence and explicit descriptions of sex.
2003.
La 813 Mil 2003

The Mitford Snowman: A Christmas Story   

RCL 194

By Jan Karon

Read by Rocky Perkins

1 cassette

Mitford's small town characters gather at Main Street for a snowman-building contest during the Christmas season.

2001.
My First Days in the White House    

RCL 173

By Huey Pierce Long

Read by Ron Gomez

1 cassette

Approaching the 1936 Presidential election, Louisiana Governor Huey Long details a political fantasy where he is president of the United States.  Through imaginary conversations with men of power, his aspirations including the "Share the Wealth" plan are presented. 

1935.

La 973.917 Lon

Night Magic   

RCL 165

By Lynn Emery

Read by Diana Wilson

2 cassettes

Upon returning home to her father in Beau Chene, Louisiana, young attorney Savannah St. Julien finds herself challenging a large chemical company jeopardizing the town. After meeting handsome environmental engineer Paul Honore, Savannah struggles further with the legal fight, and the fear of falling in love.

Strong language and descriptions of sex.

1995.
La 813 Eme 1995

No Place, Louisiana    

RCL 176
By Martin Pousson

Read by Jennifer Theriot

2 cassettes

Nita, born in small town Jennings, Louisiana, longs to escape her sheltered life. When she marries Louis Toussaint as a means to this end, Nita’s continued unhappiness causes the Toussaint family to suffer discontent.

Strong language, violence, and explicit descriptions of sex. 

2002.

La 813 Pou 2002

Original Boudreaux and Tibodeau Jokes   

RCL 354
By Mel Potier

Read by Robert Wilson

1 cassette

Written in Cajun dialect, this book of classic "Boudreau and Tibodeau" humor includes jokes, stories and assorted recipes for Cajun specialties focusing on wild game.

Strong language.

1996.
La 817 Pot

Pillow Talk   

RCL 225

By Hailey North

Read by Diana Wilson

2 cassettes

Widow Meg McKenzie needs support for her three children. Jules, a New Orleans tycoon, offers to pay her $30,000 to marry him long enough to use her spousal vote for a corporate deal. However, Jules dies within hours of their marriage leaving his distrusting yet desirable brother to doubt Meg’s intent.

Strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex.

1999.

La 813 Nor 1999

Plastic Jesus    

RCL 212
By Poppy Z. Brite

Read by Neena Kelfstrom

1 cassette

Lovers Seth Grealy and Peyton Masters are members of the rock band, The Kydds. Beginning with the murder of Seth, their rock and roll lifestyle and touching relationship is retraced.  Loosely based on 1960s rock sensation, The Beatles.

Strong language, some violence, and descriptions of sex. 

2000.

La 813 Bri 2000
Saving Mr. Bingle

RCL 235

By Sean Patrick Doles

Read by Phil Chenevert

1 cassette

As veteran store manager of New Orleans’ oldest department store, Haywood Coleman is shocked when a corporate takeover ousts him and the store’s beloved Christmas mascot, Mr. Bingle. While coping with the death of his young son, Heywood and reporter Hope Lawson attempt to uncover corruption and save the legendary Mr. Bingle.

La 813 Dol 2004
The Scandalous Summer of Sissy LeBlanc: A novel

RCL 177

By Lorraine Despres

Read by Michele Walley

2 cassettes

It's a hot Louisiana summer afternoon in 1956 when Sissy spots her high school sweetheart. Parker Davidson is back after 15 years, reviving hidden feelings in Sissy. While trying to keep it secret from Sissy’s three children and husband, they begin an affair that has the whole town talking.

Explicit descriptions of sex.

2001.

La 813 Des 2001
Skin Deep, Blood Red    

RCL 183

By Robert Skinner

Read by Scotty Drake

2 cassettes

Handsome Wesley Farrell, a Creole nightclub and brothel owner, is blackmailed into finding the killer of crooked cop Chance Tartaglia. Set in 1936 New Orleans, this fast-paced mystery pays homage to detective novels of long ago.

Strong language, violence, and explicit descriptions of sex. 

1997.

La 813 Ski 1997
Sometimes We Must Laugh to Keep from Crying!!!    

RCL 180

By Gaspar J. “Buddy” Stall

Read by Ralph Sims

1 cassette

Topics for simple humor rooted in Louisiana culture include politics, children, religion, elderly, animals, food and miscellaneous.

1993.
La 808.7 Sta
What Remains    

RCL 255 
By R. Poole-Carter

Read by Lisa Brenskelle

2 cassettes

Shortly after the Civil War, Isabelle Ross and her family mourn the death of her fiancé and believe his ghost has come back to haunt their home, Belle Ombre Plantation. With the plantation's overseer found dead, Isabelle and journalist Paul Delahoussaye join forces to uncover the deception and suspicion at Belle Ombre.

Violence, some strong language and explicit descriptions of sex.

2002.

La 813 Poo 2002

When Night Falls   

RCL 289
By Jenna Mills

Read by Julie Williams

2 cassettes

Once again, suspicion surrounds powerful businessman Liam Armstrong.  Seventeen years after his daughter’s mother went missing, his daughter Emily mysteriously disappears. To find Emily, Liam must trust the beautiful and intelligent detective Jessica Clark, daughter of his archenemy.

Some violence and explicit descriptions of sex. 

2002.

La 813 Mil 2002

A Window Facing West: A Novel    

RCL 182 

By John Tarlton

Read by Bruce Morgan

1 cassette

Set in Baton Rouge, a middle-aged man named Gatlin provides an insight into the male psyche through his musings on marriage, sex and aging. Set three days before his 47th birthday (the age his father committed suicide), he struggles to reconcile the natural passages of life.

Strong language and explicit descriptions of sex.

1999.

La 813 Tar 1999

The Year the Colored Sisters Came to Town

RCL 228

By Jacqueline Guidry

Read by Julie Williams

2 cassettes
Clever ten-year-old Vivien Leigh Dubois lives a carefree life until a group of black nuns come to pre-civil rights Ville d’Angelle.  Unforeseen racial tensions mount in not only in the small Louisiana town, but also in the Dubois household.

La 813 Gui 2001
Louisiana Voices: Adult Non-Fiction

Acadian General Alfred Mouton and the Civil War     

RCL 256
By William Arceneaux

Read by William Arceneaux

1 cassette

Louisiana played a pivotal role during the Civil War with its strategic location and many agricultural assets. General Alfred Mouton, a West Point graduate, and his troops defended South Louisiana’s resources from Union troops throughout the war. 

1981.
La 973.73 Arc

And Still I Cook    

RCL 288 
By Leah Chase

Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

The Creole cuisine recipe and memory book of Leah Chase, owner and head chef of Dooky Chase Restaurant in New Orleans tells of one of the first fine dining places in the United States to be run by and to serve African Americans.

2003.
La 641.59763 Cha 2003

Believe It or Not, Mama Likes the Nursing Home    

RCL 171

By Kathryn J. Martin

Read by Kathryn J. Martin

1 cassette

In this touching and humorous account, the author tackles the question of whether or not the nursing home is a viable option for her aging mother.

1996.
La 306.8743 Mar 1996

Best of Smiley: Good, Better, Best Columns 1979-1990 
RCL 384

By Smiley Anders

Read by Scotty Drake

1 cassette

Beloved Baton Rouge newspaper columnist Smiley Anders compiles humor spanning twenty years. In addition to local anecdotes, Smiley includes Aggie jokes, Tom Swifties, puns, and “You Might be a Cajun If” jokes.

La 070.444 And 2005
Bio-terrorism Guide     

RCL 353
By Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of Public Health
Read by Angela Cinquemano

1 cassette

The Bio-terrorism Guide provides basic information about the symptoms and medical treatments available for common biological agents that might be used in terrorist attacks.  It also tells families how to plan for and respond to any emergency that might threaten their safety such as a hurricane or flood, or a terrorist attack. A detailed checklist for an emergency response kit is included.

2004.
Bitter or Better: It's Up to You     

RCL 299

By Marion S. Wikholm

Read by Julie Williams

1 cassette

Comedienne, counselor, and motivational speaker Marian Wikholm shares how to overcome the emotional, mental, and physical effects of polio and hearing loss by learning to live using perseverance, reason and humor.

1997.

158.1 Wik 1997

The Bone Lady: Life as a Forensic Anthropologist

RCL 331

By Mary H. Manhein

Read by Kathleen Mayeux

1 cassette

Through her careful forensic work, gifted scientist and storyteller Mary Manhein brings compassion and peace of mind to the grieving families of missing persons.

La 301.092 Man 1999
Buddy Stall’s Crescent City    

RCL 168

By Gaspar J. “Buddy” Stall

Read by Pat Thompson

2 cassettes

Unusual subjects such as the Metairie Cemetery, Dueling, Statuary, Mardi Gras and Storyville are detailed for the New Orleans traveler.

1995.

Buddy Stall’s Louisiana Potpourri    

RCL 226
By Gaspar J. “Buddy” Stall

Read by Pat Thompson

2 cassettes

A mixture of facts about Louisiana is given in relation to its discovery, origins of town names, plantations, and role in the Civil War, local monuments, and weather.

1991.

La 976.3 Sta

Cajun Low-Carb

RCL 427
By Jude Theriot

Read by Christee Atwood

1 cassette

Chef Jude Theriot brings low carbohydrate cooking to Cajun food using simple ingredients. Each recipe lists serving size, total carbohydrates per serving, net carbohydrates per serving, and calorie count.

La 641.56383 The 2005
Carville: Remembering Leprosy in America

RCL 217

By Marcia Gaudet

Read by Shirley Sands

2 cassettes
From 1894 to 1999, the National Hansen’s Disease Center was run in Carville, Louisiana. Gaudet takes an academic approach in presenting the history of the treatment center and the stories of its former leprosy patients.  

La 362.19699 Gau 2004
Charlene: The Little Cajun Saint   

RCL 373

By Barbara Dever Gutierrez

Read by Lisa Brenskelle

1 cassette

In 1959, a twelve-year-old Cajun girl named Charlene Marie Richard entered a hospital with lymphatic leukemia.  She exhibited a serene and selfless outlook on dying.  Although Charlene is not an officially canonized saint of the Catholic Church, her story continues to generate faith among countless devotees who marvel at the simplicity and loyalty with which she led her short life.

2002.

La 282.092 Gut 2002
Chef John Folse's Louisiana Sampler: Recipes from our Fairs and Festivals       

RCL 164 
By John D. Folse

Read by Lisa Brenskelle

1 cassette

With the many cultures that have influenced Louisiana, Native American, French, Spanish, English, African, German and Italian, Louisianans have created a unique culinary culture celebrated annually at fairs and festivals.  Both famous and little known celebrations are highlighted as Chef Folse presents a year of heritage festivals in chapters divided by the months.

1996.
La 641.5 Fol 1996

Coach: Lessons on the Game of Life

RCL 420

By Michael Lewis

Read by Jimmy Frederick

1 cassette

In 1976, New Orleans eighth grader Michael Lewis met the inspirational Coach Fitz, a man who commanded the respect of his young baseball team with his no-nonsense approach. Thirty years later, Lewis returns to find that Coach Fitz still tries to create not only better players, but also better people. 

La 796.35709 Lew 2005

The Cookin’ Cajun Cooking School Cookbook: Creole and Cajun Cuisine from the Heart of New Orleans

RCL 241
By Lisette Verlander and Susan Murphy

Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

Explaining the difference between Creole and Cajun food are recipes taught at the authors’ New Orleans cooking school. 

La 641.5 Ver 1997
Cross to Bear    

RCL 242
By John Maginnis

Read by Scotty Drake

3 cassettes

In 1992, Louisiana's former Cajun governor Edwin Edwards campaigned against former Ku Klux Klan Grand Dragon David Duke and incumbent Governor Buddy Roemer during one of Louisiana's most notorious elections.

1992.
La 324.7 Mag
Descriptive Video Catalog     

RCL 259
By Services for the Blind and the Physically Handicapped

Read by Elizabeth Perkins

1 cassette

With funding provided by the Mrs. W. Carruth Jones Foundation for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, the State Library of Louisiana Services for the Blind and Physically Handicapped offers an array of descriptive videos where action, character, costume, and set description are narrated into the soundtrack without interfering with the film’s normal dialog or sound effects.
Eating Together: Recipes' Recollections   

RCL 298
By Lillian Hellman and Peter Feibleman

Read by Kathy Mayeux

2 cassettes

In this cookbook famed playwrights and authors Hellman and Feibleman fondly share entertaining stories of worldly adventures and gourmet recipes.  Split into sections, Her Way and His Way, each chapter is preceded with the context or theme of the recipes within.

Some strong language. 

1984.

La 641.5 Hel

Elvis, Hank and Me: Making Musical History on the Louisiana Hayride   

RCL 333

By Horace Logan

Read by Scotty Drake

2 cassettes

Explore the roots of modern country music as told by the man responsible for turning a weekly radio show in Shreveport, The Louisiana Hayride, into one of the nations most prominent musical venues.   Beginning in 1948, Logan chronicles his professional and personal experiences with legends Elvis Presley and Hank Williams, in addition to other country greats such as Lefty Frizell, Johnny Horton, Kitty Wells and Faron Young.

Some strong language.

1998.

La 781.642 Log 1998

Etouffee Mon Amour: the Great Restaurants of New Orleans   

RCL 387

By Kerri McCafferty

Read by Christy LaStrapes

1 cassette

New Orleans, legendary city of cuisine, is home to countless celebrated restaurants. From haute dining at 19th century establishments such as Antoine’s and Commander’s Palace to the glamour of Emeril and the Brennan family restaurants, this book recounts their eclectic history.  

2002.
La 647.95763 McC 2002

Eye of the Tiger: A Hundred Years of LSU Football   

RCL 239

By Marty Mulé

Read by Jimmy Frederick

2 cassettes

This account of LSU Tiger football history ranging from 1893 to 1992 offers stories about past players and games as well as a complete listing of lettermen and scores.

1993.

La 796.332 Mul

First Ladies of Louisiana   

RCL 401

By The Baton Rouge and River Parishes Committee of the National Society of the Colonial Dames of America in the State of Louisiana

Read by Lisa Brenskelle

1 cassette

Beginning with the election of our first governor in 1812 through the Foster administration, the political and personal roles of the wives of Louisiana’s governors are examined.  Genealogical and biographical information, plus some recipes are included.

2000.
La 92 Fir 2000

Fruitcake: Memories of Truman Capote and Sook

RCL 295

By Marie Rudisill

Read by Charlene Moore

1 cassette

Truman Capote’s aunt preserves the elegant Southern tradition of baking fruitcakes year round. Over twenty original recipes include wedding and holiday fruitcakes.

La 641.8653 Rud 2000


Gardens of New Orleans: Exquisite Excess

RCL 382
by Jeanette Hardy and Lake Douglas
Read by Sheryl Sherlock

1 cassette
For generations, landscape architects and residents have created magnificent public and private gardens in New Orleans. Interviews with garden owners describe the history as well as environmental and cultural forces shaping each garden.  A brief glossary of plants is included.

2001.

La 712.09763 Dou 2001

Good Time Eatin’ in Cajun Country: Cajun Vegetarian Cooking

RCL 428

by Donna Simon

Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

A Cajun-French chef modifies traditional Louisiana cooking for vegetarians, those wanting to lower their cholesterol, and anyone

desiring a more healthful diet. By eliminating animal by-products and

reducing the amount of oil and fat used, these Cajun food recipes

have the tastes and textures of the original dishes.

La 641.5 Sim 1995

The Governors of Louisiana   

RCL 253
By Miriam Reeves

Read by John Engelsman

1 cassette

This book furnishes biographical sketches of Louisiana's governors beginning with Iberville, the first governor appointed in 1699 through   Mike Foster who served from 1996-2004. Historical Louisiana firsts are highlighted such as the youngest governor, the first Democratic governor, the first Creole and the first African-American governor.

1998.
La 92 Ree 1998

Haunting of Louisiana    

RCL 236
By Barbara Sillery

Read by Ron Landaiche

2 cassettes

Experience twenty accounts of ghostly phenomena known to occur at some of Louisiana's most historic homes and plantations. Tales of spirits and other mysteries at sites like the Myrtles and Chrétien Point Place are told with historical accuracy and vivid detail.

2001.

La 133.1097 Sil 2001

A History of Carnival in Louisiana     

RCL 263
By Brian J. Costello

Read by Scotty Drake

1 cassette

Divided in three parts, New Orleans, New Roads, and other Louisiana celebrations, Mardi Gras history is explored from 1872 to the present.  Part one examines New Orleans, The Mystic Krewe of Comus, Rex, Zulu, and “Super Krewes”.  Part two looks at New Roads’ Mardi Gras by decade highlighting the1940s through the 1990s, while part three answers the question, “How big are the crowds really?”

2003.
La 791.6 Cos 2003

The History of the New Orleans Saints     

RCL 395

By Lonnie Bell

Read by Tom Musser

1 cassette

Beginning with the formation of the team in 1967, the turbulent history of the New Orleans Saints football team is presented in this short book.  Coaching staff, key players and significant games are highlighted for black and gold fans interested in the famous NFL team.

2005.

La 796.33264 Bel 2005
Hoop Daddy, Fathers, Sons and Basketball

RCL 402

By Lee Feinswog


Read by Scotty Drake

2 cassettes

In alternating chapters, Feinswog features famous father-son basketball pairs and the college career of his own son, Kirk Feinswog, at Berry College in North Georgia. Interviews of legendary sports figures include coaching duos Dave and Jeff Lebo, and college referees John and Tim Clougherty. Some strong language.

La 796.323 Fei 2005
Huey Long, the Kingfish of Louisiana    

RCL 199

By Suzanne LeVert

Read by Tom Musser

1 cassette

Part of the young adult "Makers of America" series, Huey Long, the Kingfish of Louisiana illustrates Louisiana politician Huey Long's early years as a traveling salesman and goes through his empiric rise as one of the nation's political legends.

1995.

La B Long Huey P

 I Hear You Knockin’: The Sound of New Orleans Rhythm and Blues 

RCL 218

By Jeff Hannusch

Read by Scotty Drake

3 cassettes

Louisiana recording artists recall their rolls in the nation’s top rhythm and blues music scene. Record label entrepreneur Cosimo Matassa and the city’s first African-American radio personality, Dr. Daddy-O, show how an art form embraced by all of America was born in New Orleans. While the musicians achieved success, racism, alcoholism, and violence played a role in some of their lives.  
Strong language. La 781.643 Han

Ignatius Rising: The Life of John Kennedy Toole                              RCL 340

By Rene Pol Nevils 

Read by Rene Pol Nevils

2 cassettes

This biography of author John Kennedy Toole explores his life as told by those who knew him and through his personal correspondence. His teaching career and life as a writer are investigated along with his social world and its secret underground. However, even beyond his premature death, Toole reveals his most fascinating self in his relationship with his overprotective mother.

La B Toole, John Kennedy
A Lady's Day Out in South Louisiana: Lafayette, Baton Rouge, New Iberia, St. Francisville: Discover Natchitoches—the Jewel of North Louisiana    

RCL 174

By Jenny Harper Nahoum

Read by Ann Goodrich-Rowland

2 cassettes

This guidebook featuring Louisiana culture is geared towards women and avid shoppers.  Contact information with listings for many Louisiana bed and breakfasts, antiques, art, dress shops, and tearooms is given.

1996.

La 917.63 Nah 1996

Lafitte the Pirate    

RCL 211
By Lyle Saxon

Read by Ralph Sims

2 cassettes

This seminal biography written in 1930 about Jean Lafitte the rogue pirate and his brother Pierre looks at the life he led based in the swamps of the lower Louisiana Barataria Bay during the early 1800s.

1989.

La B Laffite

The Last Hayride   

RCL 169

By John Maginnis

Read by Robert Farmer

3 cassettes
Maginnis looks at the infamous Cajun Democrat, four-time governor of Louisiana Edwin Edwards, and the role he and his influential circle contributed to the history of Louisiana politics.

Some strong language. 

1984.
La 320.976 Mag

Louisiana Driver's Guide Classes "D" & "E”     

RCL 213

By Louisiana Department of Public Safety and Corrections

Read by Christy Reeves

1 cassette

The Louisiana Driver’s Guide explains how to get a Louisiana driver’s license, how to register a vehicle, and the traffic laws, regulations and safe driving practices that a driver must learn in order to obtain a driver’s license.  The driver’s guide is heavily illustrated, so this recording is intended to supplement the printed version of the Driver’s Guide.

2001.

La 629.2 Lou

Louisiana Purchase    

RCL 254

By Donald Barr Chidsey

Read by Tom Musser

1 cassette

This detailed chronological account explains the history of the Louisiana Purchase and the monumental real estate deal that changed the size, culture, and complexity of the United States.

1972.

La 973.46 Chi

Louisiana’s Haunted Plantations

RCL 397

By Jill Pascoe

Read by Tom Musser

1 cassette

Travel down River Road and beyond to thirteen of Louisiana’s most haunted plantations. Open for tours, bed and breakfast inns and historic homes such as Chrétien Point Plantation and Oak Alley Plantation offer Southern history woven with ghostly tales. 

La 133.12209 Pas 2004
Managing Ignatius: the Lunacy of Lucky Dogs and Life in the Quarter    RCL 160
By Jerry E. Strahan

Read by Robert Wilson

2 cassettes
Jerry E. Strahan founded the New Orleans based Lucky Dogs hotdog vending empire.  From a single store on Bourbon Street, this business grew into an international franchise of successful hot dog stands with Strahan managing an assorted employee crew of misfits and odd characters, some similar to John Kennedy Toole’s Ignatius J. Reilly.
Some strong language.

1998.
La 647.957 Str 1998

My Name is Ron and I'm a Recovering Legislator:  Memoirs of a Louisiana State Representative    

RCL 200

By Ron Gomez

Read by Ron Gomez

2 cassettes

A behind-the-scenes look at Louisiana politics by Ron Gomez, former state representative from Lafayette Parish. His memoirs tell of Cajun constituents, noteworthy and notorious elected officials, and the method behind the madness of Louisiana politics in the 1980s.

Some strong language. 

2000.

La B Gomez, Ron 2000

No Spark of Malice: The Murder of Martin Begnaud     

RCL 167

By William Arceneaux

Read by William Arceneaux

2 cassettes

Dr. William Arceneaux provides a look at a notoriously brutal Louisiana crime, the murder of his great-great uncle, Martin Begnaud.  In doing so he provides a detailed history of the Acadian (Cajun) people as well as the Begnaud family's genealogical history.

Violence.

1999.
La 364.1523 Arc 1999

Only in Louisiana: A Guide for the Adventurous Traveler

RCL 381
By Keith Odom

Read by Kytara Gaudin

1 cassette

Gourd and shell artists, a tiny chapel dedicated to the Madonna, a global wildlife center and Bible museum are just a few of the unusual people and places to visit in Louisiana. This guide provides history, contact information, and directions to some of the state’s most remarkable attractions.  

La 917.63 Odo
Politics of Reform: PAR:  50 Years of Changing Louisiana   

RCL 206

By John Maginnis

Read by Ernie Alexander

1 cassette

From desegregation to fiscal issues, the Public Affairs Research Council’s (PAR) involvement in key policies as a "good government" watchdog group and independent information center has had effects on the politics of Louisiana since its creation in 1950.  

Some strong language.

2000.

La 351.763 Mag 2000

Raising Cole: Developing Life's Greatest Relationship, Embracing Life's Greatest Tragedy: a Father's Story                            

RCL 386                                                                                             

By Marc Pittman  

Read by Tom Cagley                                                                                  

1 cassette
An accomplished young man, Cole Pittman was a University of Texas junior defensive tackle when he died in a 2001 car accident. Pittman’s account of grieving his oldest son presents the faith in God and tough love parenting that generated his special father-son bonds. The author offers communication techniques to facilitate meaningful relationships.

La 306.8742 Pit 2004
Reader's Handbook    

RCL 290
By Services for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (SBPH)

Read by Alicia Marcotte

1 cassette

This guide introduces the new Services for the Blind and Physically Handicapped patron to the service and all it offers including equipment, accessories and repair, collection, catalogs and format, ordering, receiving and returning materials, and youth services.

2003.

A Southern Thanksgiving: Recipes and Musings for a Manageable Feast

RCL 291

By Robb Forman Dew

Read by Julie Williams

1 cassette
Step by step recipes are given to create an elegant, multiple course meal for up to twelve guests at Thanksgiving.  So that novice and gourmet cooks alike can enjoy a memorable holiday, most of the recipes can be made weeks in advance.  

La 641.568 Dew

Tales about People and Places in Louisiana    

RCL 323
By W.C. Abbott
Read by Tom Musser

1 cassette

This book of short stories and essays gives nostalgic examples of outdoor recreation, especially fishing, in rural northern Louisiana, appealing to readers who appreciate a slower way of life in the state known as the "Sportsman's Paradise."

1999.

La 818 Abb 1999

Uncle Earl Deserved Better             

RCL 170

By Jack B. McGuire

Read by Dave Grouchy

2 cassettes

McGuire takes on critics of Earl K. Long stating that the Louisiana politician’s life was sensationalized and misrepresented in both the Hollywood movie "Blaze", and in Michael Kurtz’s biography, Earl K. Long: The Saga of Uncle Earl and Louisiana Politics. 

1995.

La B Long, Earl K
You Are My Friend: A Celebration of Friendship

RCL 399

By The Editors of Halo Books

Read by Ralph Sims

1 cassette

Insights into the virtues of friendship from classic literature to modern songwriting around the world are eloquently expressed in themed chapters.

1991.

You Are My Sunshine: The Jimmy Davis Story: An Affectionate Biography     

RCL 157
By Gus Weill

Read by Robert Wilson

1 cassette
Local political personality Gus Weill shows how former Louisiana governor Jimmie Davis achieved his dreams by detailing the three-part life of teacher, entertainer and civil servant.  

1977.

La B Davis, Jimmie

Louisiana Voices: Children’s Fiction

Alligator Sue    

RCL 296
By Sharon Arms Doucet

Read by Sheryl Sherlock

1 cassette

A young Cajun girl named Sue is adopted by Mama Coco the alligator after she is separated from her parents during a hurricane.  Living as a part of Mama Coco’s large reptilian family, Sue must decide if she is to continue to live as a gator or return to her life as a girl.

For grades 3-6.

2003.

La X813 Dou 2003

Apples to Oregon: Being the (Slightly) True Narrative of How a Brave Pioneer Father Brought Apples, Peaches, Pears, Plums, Grapes and Cherries (and Children) Across the Plains 

RCL 198

by Deborah Hopkinson

Read by Julie Williams
When Papa decides to move his large family from Iowa to Oregon his biggest concern is his apples, peaches, plums, grapes, cherries, and pears.  Brave daughter Delicious describes her family's imaginative adventure.  Loosely based on Henderson Luelling, a pioneer who transported plants and fruit trees to Oregon’s first nursery in 1847.

For grades 3-5. LYRCA Nominee 2007.

Attack of the Mutant Underwear 

RCL 375

by Tom Birdseye

1 cassette

Fifth-grader Cody Carson keeps a journal of his hopes for a fresh start where nobody knows about his past humiliating mistakes.  His diary entries chronicle the daily escapades of his annoying little sister,

quirky mom, and mishaps at his new school.

For grades 3-5.  LYRCA Nominee 2006.

2003.

Awful Ogre's Awful Day   

RCL 273
By Jack Prelutsky

Read by Eordonna D’Andrea

1 cassette

This collection of eighteen poems describes the daily routines of Awful Ogre, a giant with long green hair, a red bulbous nose and one large eye.

For grades 1-5. LYRCA Nominee 2004.

2001.
A Belfer Bar Mitzvah     

RCL 320
By Gloria Teles Pushker

Read by Scotty Drake

1 cassette

Toby, the only young Jewish girl in a small South Louisiana town, has many friends. Her cousin Paul invites her to his Bar Mitzvah where Toby is introduced to ceremonies and traditions enabling her to prepare for her own Bat Mitzvah. Other Toby Belfer books include: Toby Belfer Never Had a Christmas Tree (RCL 318), Toby Belfer’s Seder: A Passover Story Retold (RCL 319), Toby Belfer and the High Holy Days (RCL 321), and Toby Belfer Visits Ellis Island (RCL 322).

For grades 3-6.

1995.

La X813 Pus

The Bourbon Street Musicians   

RCL 285

By Kathy Price

Read by John Engelsman

1 cassette

In this retelling of the Brothers Grimm's "Bremen Town Musicians", four musically inclined animals make their way to Bourbon Street.  Using the dialect of blues musicians, the animals experience adventure along the way to New Orleans. A glossary of Cajun terms and jazz vernacular is included.

For grades K-3.

2002.

La X398.2 Pri 2002

The Boy Who Drew Cats   

RCL 346
By Lafcadio Hearn

Read by Mitch Landrieu

1 cassette

This fifteenth century Japanese legend retold by Lafcadio Hearn tells of Sesshu, a young priest in training.  Sesshu is forced to find refuge in an empty temple, where he paints images of cats on all the walls.

For grades 3-5. LYRCA Nominee 2005.

2002.

The Cat Who Loved Mozart     

RCL 258
By Patricia Austin

Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

A young pianist finds a stray cat on her way home. Determined to win the affection of "Amadeus", she attempts to spoil him. But Amadeus isn't interested in his new owner Jennifer until he hears her play classical piano.

For grades K-3.

2001.
La X813 Aus 2001

Chadwick's Wedding    

RCL 341
By A. R. Cummings

Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

Chadwick, a blue crab, and Esmerelda, the prettiest crab in Chesapeake Bay, are getting married, but not before Chadwick has doubts and Esmerelda disappears. 

For grades 2-4.

1989.

La X813 Cum

The Chalk Cross    

RCL 267 

By Berthe Amoss

Read by Sheryl Sherlock

1 cassette

Underprivileged but talented Stephanie immerses herself in the art program at her prestigious New Orleans boarding school. While researching local city life of the early 1800s, Stephanie unearths a mysterious connection between herself and Sidonie, the daughter of Voodoo Queen, Marie Laveau. 

For grades 5-8.

1976.

La X813 Amo

Christmas at the J-O    

RCL 220 
By James Rice

Read by Malcolm Moore

1 cassette

Patricia, Jason and Mama prepare for Christmas on Christmas Eve at the J-Bar Nothing Ranch while waiting for Papa to return home safely from a cattle drive out in a blizzard.

For grades 2-4.

1995.

La X813 Ric 1995

Clovis Crawfish and His Friends    

RCL 302 

By Mary Alice Fontenot

Read by Ralph Sims

1 cassette

Cajun mudbug Clovis Crawfish and his bayou friends teach teamwork, problem solving and Cajun French language.

For grades K-3.

1961.

La X813 Fon

Clovis Crawfish and Bertile's Bon Voyage  

RCL 312

By Mary Alice Fontenot

Read by Ralph Sims

1 cassette

A farewell party is held for Bertile Butterfly as she prepares for her fall migration.

For grades K-3.

1991.

La X813 Fon
Clovis Crawfish and Bidon Box Turtle   

RCL 313
By Mary Alice Fontenot

Read by Ralph Sims

1 cassette

Clovis and his friends help a Mississippi land turtle nicknamed Bidon Box Turtle journey back home without getting his hat wet.

For grades K-3.

1996. 

La X813 Fon

Clovis Crawfish and the Big Betail      

RCL 303

By Mary Alice Fontenot

Read by Ralph Sims

1 cassette

Andrew Armadillo from Texas comes to visit Clovis and all his friends.

For grades K-3.

1963.

La X813 Fon

Clovis Crawfish and the Curious Crapaud  

RCL 307
By Mary Alice Fontenot

Read by Ralph Sims

1 cassette

Clovis defends Corinne Crapaud from the ridicule of her cousin, Fernand Frog, who thinks she is not smart because she speaks only a few words.

For grades K-3.

1970.

La X813 Fon

Clovis Crawfish And Echo Gecko         

RCL 162

By Mary Alice Fontenot

Read by Ralph Sims

1 cassette

Lizette Lizard brings her smaller lizard cousin, Echo Gecko, to meet her friends. Echo, who repeats everything she hears, wants to learn French.

For grades K-3.

2003.

La X813 Fon

Clovis Crawfish and Etienne Escargot      

RCL 309 

By Mary Alice Fontenot

Read by Ralph Sims

1 cassette

An unexpected flood arrives and the animals help rescue Etienne Escargot's eggs.

For grades K-3.

1979.

La X813 Fon

Clovis Crawfish and Fedora Field Mouse   

RCL 314

By Mary Alice Fontenot

Read by Ralph Sims

1 cassette

Clovis helps rescue Fedora Field Mouse from being swept away during a rainstorm.

For grades K-3.

1998.

La X813 Fon 1998

Clovis Crawfish and Michelle Mantis   

RCL 308 

By Mary Alice Fontenot

Read by Ralph Sims

1 cassette

All of the bayou animals are frightened of a newcomer they call a devil’s horse, who is actually Michelle Mantis.

For grades K-3.

1976.

La X813 Fon

Clovis Crawfish and the Orphan Zo-Zo     

RCL 310
By Mary Alice Fontenot

Read by Ralph Sims

1 cassette

The animals decide to help an abandoned baby bird, despite their fear of blue jays.

For grades K-3.

1983.

La X813 Fon
Clovis Crawfish and the Petit Papillion     

RCL 305
By Mary Alice Fontenot

Read by Ralph Sims

1 cassette

The animals are asked to watch Bertile Butterfly's baby as it goes through its metamorphosis.

For grades K-3.

1966.
La X813 Fon
Clovis Crawfish And Raoul Raccoon  

RCL 315

By Mary Alice Fontenot

Read by Ralph Sims

1 cassette

The animals meet Raoul Raccoon who has a problem with his eyes and cannot see.

For grades K-3.

2001.

La X813 Fon

Clovis Crawfish and the Singing Cigales    

RCL 304
By Mary Alice Fontenot

Read by Ralph Sims

1 cassette

Twin singing cicadas talk about their individual talents and outsmart M'sieu Blue Jay.

For grades K-3.

1965.

La X813 Fon

Clovis Crawfish and Simeon Suce-Fleur     

RCL 311
By Mary Alice Fontenot

Read by Ralph Sims

1 cassette

The animals mistakenly think spring has arrived, but Simeon the hummingbird gets caught in a cold patch of weather.

For grades K-3.

1990.

La X813 Fon
Clovis Crawfish and the Spinning Spider    

RCL 306
By Mary Alice Fontenot

Read by Ralph Sims

1 cassette

The web spinning of Simone the Spider mystifies the animals.

For grades K-3.

1968.
La X813 Fon

Cowboy Alphabet         

RCL 221
By James Rice

Read by Malcolm Moore

1 cassette

From A to Z, the language of the Southwest is spelled out for those who wish they were real cowboys or cowgirls. Javelina, Lariat and Waddy are just a few words to learn in the language of the rodeo.  Other books include: Cowboy Rodeo (RCL 222), and Why Cowboys Need a Brand (RCL 223).

For grades K-3.

1990.

La X421.1 Ric

Cowboy Rodeo   

RCL 222

By James Rice

Read by Malcolm Moore

1 cassette

A little jackrabbit named Texas Jack explains how the rodeo first got its start and developed into the sport it is today.

Other books include: Cowboy Alphabet (RCL 221) and Why Cowboys Need a Brand (RCL 223).

For grades K-3.

1992.

La X791.814 Ric 1992

D.J. and the Debutante Ball   

RCL 370

By Denise Walter Mc Conduit

Read by Jacqueline L. Jones

1 cassette

When D.J.’s sister asks him to be a page at her debutante ball, his mother enrolls him in etiquette school.  However, the family agrees that D.J. and his best friend Alex can also learn about good manners and decorum on a fun weekend outing with D.J.’s grandfather.  Other D.J. books include: D.J. and the Jazz Fest (RCL 368).

For grades K-3.
2004.

La X813 McC 2004

D.J. and the Jazz Fest   

RCL 368 

By Denise Walter Mc Conduit

Read by Jacqueline L. Jones

1 cassette
Young D.J. and his family attend the annual New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival where D.J. experiences the diverse cultural sounds of Louisiana jazz, gospel, blues and Cajun music and browses arts and crafts with his friend.  Other D.J. books include: D.J. and the Debutante Ball (RCL 370).

For grades K-3.

1997.
La X813 McC 1997
Dancing in Cadillac Light    

RCL 181
By Kimberly Willis Holt

Read by Georgia Robinson

1 cassette

In 1968, eleven-year-old Jaynell Lambert's small town life changes forever when her feisty Grandpap moves into their home with his emerald green Cadillac convertible.  When Grandpap dies suddenly, young Jaynell is faced with learning about loss and redemption.

For grades 5-8.

2001.
LP14217, La 813 Hol 2001

Dear Mrs. LaRue: Letters From Obedience School           

RCL 336
By Mark Teague

Read by Sylvia Weatherspoon

1 cassette

Misbehaving dog Ike is sent to Igor Brotweiler Canine Academy where he writes weepy letters to his owner Mrs. LaRue, begging to return home. Though he is being treated very well, Ike is desperate to escape and return home to his creature comforts.

For grades K-5. LYRCA Winner 2005.

2002.

Dinosaur Hunt: Texas-115 Million Years Ago          

RCL 349
By Karen Carr

Read by Lisa Brenskelle

1 cassette

Based on footprints found in Texas mud, scientists know of a dinosaur attack that occurred 115 million years ago between a hungry Acrocanthosaurus and her prey, a young Pleurocoelus.

For grades 3-6. LYRCA Nominee 2005.

2002.

Down the Crawfish Hole   

RCL 379

By Wes Thomas

Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

In the spirit of Alice In Wonderland, young Maurice experiences an enchanted world as he drifts off to sleep after a day of fishing on the Louisiana bayou.   In his dream state, Maurice shrinks and grows eating magic bowls of gumbo and praline candies as he is tricked by the Blue Crawfish and consequently brought before the Toad Queen. 

Grades K-3.

2004.

La X813 Tho 2004

Easter Day Alphabet         

RCL 407
By Beverly Barras Vidrine

Read by Shirley Sands

1 cassette

The alphabet is presented from A to Z using the themes, origins and traditions of Easter with words such as Bonnet, Lily, and Rabbit.

For preschool​-grade 2.

2003.
La X394.2667 Vid 2003

Elves Of Bellaire Drive           

RCL 325

By James S. Janssen

Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

The stories of three curious elves, Ajax, Brice and Calvin, are told by “Big People” who keep the elves’ existence secret from everyone but children. The daring elves live in a big New Orleans neighborhood full of gardens and trees, and befriend cats, fairies and squirrels.

Other books include: Further Adventures of the Elves of Bellaire Drive (RCL 328).

For grades 3-6.

1989.

La X813 Jan

Evangeline for Children 

RCL 166

By Alice Couvillon and Elizabeth Moore
Read by Shirley Sands

1 cassette

The children of Benedict and Basil grow up happily together in Nova Scotia until British soldiers force the Acadians out of their homeland.  From that point forward, Evangeline, the daughter of Benedict, and Gabriel, the son of Basil, are separated by distant lands, but not by their undying love.  A brief history of the Acadians is included. 

For grades 2-4 and older interested readers.
2002.

La X813 Cou 2002

Five Fairy Tale Princesses
RCL 257 
By Berthe Amoss

Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

Five legendary fairy tales: Cinderella, The Princess and the Pea, Rapunzel, Sleeping Beauty and Snow White comprise this compilation of classic stories with happy endings.

For grades K-3.

1998.

La X398.2 Amo 1998

Further Adventures of the Elves of Bellaire Drive

RCL 328

By James S. Janssen
Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

In a continuing collection of stories about the elves living in the oak tree on Bellaire Drive, Calvin, Ajax and Brice meet a skunk, help Santa Claus, and go on a boat trip in a metal washtub. Other books include Adventures of the Elves of Bellaire Drive (RCL 325).

For grades 3-6.
1991.
La X813 Jan

Gaston, the Green-Nosed Alligator         

RCL 189 

By James Rice

Read by Bruce Morgan

1 cassette

In this retelling of the adapted Cajun Night Before Christmas, Santa moves his toy workshop to Southern Louisiana. In rhyming verse, he finds unusual replacements for his reindeer just in time for Christmas Eve.

For grades 2-8.

1974.
LP 17887, La X394.26 Ric

Gator Gumbo: A Spicy-Hot Tale

RCL 403

By Candace Fleming

Read by Ralph Sims

1 cassette

In this twist on the Little Red Hen story, the possum, otter, and skunk taunt old Monsieur Gator until he decides to make Maman’s gumbo recipe, outwitting the arrogant animals with a big surprise. Read in a Cajun dialect.

For grades 3-5. LYRCA Nominee 2007.

La X813 Fle 2004
Goin' Someplace Special              

RCL 282
By Patricia C. McKissack

Read by Sybil Banks

1 cassette

‘Tricia Ann, a young African American girl, braves a series of indignities and obstacles based on Jim Crow laws to get to one of the few integrated places in 1950s Nashville: the public library.

For grades K-3. LYRCA Nominee 2004.

2001.
The Great Chicken Debacle           

RCL 275
By Phyllis Reynolds Naylor

Read by Christy Reeves

1 cassette

The Morgan children must keep a live chicken hidden until their mother's birthday if they want to be rewarded by their dad. However, chaos ensues when the chicken is kidnapped, and very quickly the children learn cooperation is necessary if they are to succeed.

For grades 3-6. LYRCA Nominee 2004.

2001.

Gumbo Goes Downtown               

RCL 316
By Carol Talley

Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

After Gumbo runs away from his owner Gus’ yard, he meets a poodle who gives him a tour of downtown New Orleans. However, when nightfall comes, Gumbo must decide what home means to him.

For grades 2-4.

1993. 

La X813 Tal
Guy Wire         

RCL 342
By Sarah Weeks

Read by Michael Wang

1 cassette

Through flashbacks starting when the boys meet in second grade, Guy recalls the lighthearted ups and thought provoking downs of friendship with his best friend Buzz, who is injured in a serious bike accident.

For grades 4-7. LYRCA Nominee 2005.

2002.

The Haunting               

RCL 334
By Joan Lowery Nixon

Read by Sheryl Sherlock

1 cassette

Against all warnings, fifteen-year-old Lia's family decides to move into the allegedly haunted Graymoss Plantation. Through reading the Civil Wartime journals of her ancestor Charlotte Blevins, and a copy of Edgar Allen Poe's writings, Lia unearths the mystery lurking at Graymoss.

For grades 6-9.

1998.

LP11866, La X813 Nix 1998

Henri Goes to the Mardi Gras              

RCL 392
By Mildred Whatley Wright

Read by Tom Musser

1 cassette

While searching for a hive of honey, Henri the bear follows a buzzing sound all the way to the New Orleans French Quarter. Henri, worried he will scare people, is mistaken for a costumed parade-goer and treated to food and fun at Mardi Gras.

For grades K-3.

1971.
La X813 Wri
Henry Hamilton, Graduate Ghost              

RCL 219
By Marilyn Redmond

Read by Ron Landaiche

1 cassette

As a recent graduate of Specter University, Henry Hamilton a Civil War ghost, is assigned to haunt the house of a large and skeptical family.

For grades 4-7.

1982.

La X813 Red

I Was a 3rd Grade Spy          

RCL 274
By Mary Jane Auch

Read by Jeff Moser

1 cassette

Brian, Josh and Dougie will do anything to beat their nemesis Emily and her friends in the school talent show. Surprisingly, Brian’s dog Arful begins to talk and spies on the girls to level the competition.

For grades 2-4. LYRCA Nominee 2004.

2001.

If I Only Had a Horn: Young Louis Armstrong   

RCL 419
By Roxane Orgill

Read by Scotty Drake

1 cassette
As a poor boy in New Orleans, young Louis Armstrong got his first horn after an incident with the police landed him in a boy’s home, where he eventually joined their legendary band.

For grades 2-4.

La XB Armstrong, Louis 1997
It's Funny How Things Change                

RCL 224
By Betty Mire

Read by Sheryl Sherlock

1 cassette

Eleven-year-old tomboy Libby Stokes finds her best friends do not want to play outside with her anymore. Libby struggles with the changes time brings, including her grandmother moving away.

For grades 3-6.

1985.

La X813 Mir

The Jacket               

RCL 343
By Andrew Clements

Read by Christy Reeves

1 cassette

Sixth-grader Phillip, a white student, mistakenly thinks that Dan, a black student, has stolen his younger brother's jacket. Learning that his mother gave the jacket to Dan’s grandmother, Phillip questions his values and begins to evaluate prejudice in a new light.

For grades 3-6. LYRCA Nominee 2005.

2002.

Jazz Cats                

RCL 191 
By David Davis

Read by Michele Walley

1 cassette

Hip, swinging cats from the New Orleans French Quarter make and enjoy some of the best jazz music in the city.

For grades 2-4.

2001.

La X813 Dav 2001

Jenny Giraffe Discovers the French Quarter
RCL 412

By Cecilia Casrill Dartez
Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

After escaping captivity, Jenny Giraffe wanders through New Orleans until Angelle and Claude discover her.  They hide Jenny and sell her artwork in the French Quarter.  However soon it becomes increasingly difficult for Jenny to avoid capture at the zoo.  Other books include: Jenny Giraffe Discovers Papa Noel (RCL 413), Jenny Giraffe’s Mardi Gras Ride (RCL 414), and Jenny Giraffe and the Streetcar Party (RCL 415).

For grades 2-4.

1991.

La X813 Dar

Jenny Giraffe’s Mardi Gras Ride               

RCL 414

By Cecilia Casrill Dartez

Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette
Jenny notices the festive decorations of purple, green and gold throughout the French Quarter on the day of her first king cake party.  Her friends and adoptive mother explain in detail many Mardi Gras traditions and invite Jenny to join a super-krewe, where she rides in the parade with a special guest.  Other books include: Jenny Giraffe Discovers the French Quarter (RCL 412), Jenny Giraffe Discovers Papa Noel (RCL 413), and Jenny Giraffe and the Streetcar Party (RCL 415).

For grades 2-4.

1997. 

La X813 Dar

Jenny Giraffe and the Streetcar Party           

RCL 415

By Cecilia Casrill Dartez

Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

Jenny’s friend T-Boy invites her to her first birthday party.  This party is unique to the city because it is on a historic streetcar line. Through the Garden District, Jenny and her friends ride and learn about neighborhood landmarks, including the Audubon Zoo, where Jenny’s mother lives.  Other books include: Jenny Giraffe Discovers the French Quarter (RCL 412), Jenny Giraffe Discovers Papa Noel (RCL 413), and Jenny Giraffe’s Mardi Gras Ride (RCL 414).

For grades 2-4.

1993.

La X813 Dar

Jenny Giraffe Discovers Papa Noel               

RCL 413
By Cecilia Casrill Dartez

Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

Jenny’s friends Lita and T-Boy explain not only what Christmas celebrates, but also what is distinctive about the holiday in South Louisiana. Jenny finds comfort in the season’s French traditions and receives an unexpected and special gift.  Other books include: Jenny Giraffe Discovers the French Quarter (RCL 412), Jenny Giraffe’s Mardi Gras Ride (RCL 414), and Jenny Giraffe and the Streetcar Party (RCL 415).

For grades 2-4.

1994.

La X813 Dar

Johnny Voodoo           

RCL 317
By Dakota Lane

Read by Jennifer Theriot

1 cassette

Deidre, a high school student from New York, grudgingly moves to the bayous of Louisiana after her mother's death. There she meets and falls in love with handsome Johnny Vouchamps, a mysterious boy living on his own. The intensity of their love becomes difficult to process as she copes with her unusual new life.

Some strong language and some descriptions of sex.

For junior and senior high school readers.

1996.

La X813 Lan 1996

Jolie Blonde and the Three Heberts: A Cajun Twist to an Old Tale                

RCL 266
By Sheila Hebert Collins

Read by Christy Reeves

1 cassette

This is local retelling of the folktale “Goldilocks and the Three Bears” contains a glossary and pronunciation guide for Cajun terminology.

For grades K-3.

1993.

La X398.20894 Col 1999

Lapin Plays Possum: Trickster Tales from the Louisiana Bayou

RCL 270
By Sharon Arms Doucet
Read by John Engelsman

1 cassette

In three familiar folktales of African American origin, the Cajun alter egos of Brer Rabbit and Brer Wolf are presented as Compere Lapin and Compere Bouki, along with a glossary and an author's note including historical background and Cajun terminology.  Other Lapin titles include: Why Lapin's Ears Are Long and Other Stories of the Louisiana Bayou   

(RCL 251).
For grades K-3. LYRCA Nominee 2005.
2002.
La X398.20976 Dou 2002

The Last Holiday Concert

RCL 423

By Andrew Clements

Read by Tom Musser

1 cassette

After popular sixth grader Hart Evans’ antics anger his chorus teacher, he is put in charge of the annual Holiday concert.   As the new choral director, Hart must balance being well liked and being responsible for a successful show.

For grades 3-5.  

LYRCA Nominee 2007.

Laughing Time: Collected Nonsense   

RCL 286
By William Jay Smith

Read by Scotty Drake

1 cassette

This short collection of whimsical and lyrical rhymes including Jittery Jim and Mrs. Caribou is well suited for story time.

For grades K-3.

1984.
La X811 Smi 1990
The Legend of Catfish and Little Bream

RCL 388

By Ronnie Wells

Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

Bored with life in a small pond, Catfish makes his way to the Mississippi River to be a part of a bigger world. Eventually, he needs Paula Pelican’s help after he realizes how much he misses his friends.

La X813 Wel 1997

Lewis and Clark and Me: A Dog's Tale           

RCL 339
By Laurie Myers

Read by Robert Wilson

1 cassette

Meriwether Lewis' loyal dog Seaman describes the Lewis and Clark expedition though the sights, sounds and smells of their adventures.  Each chapter ends with a journal entry from Lewis.

For grades 3-6. LYRCA Nominee 2005.

2002.

The Little Pumpkin               

RCL 378

By Marion Haines Duplantis

Read by Heather Reggio

1 cassette

Despite his parent’s wishes, the Little Pumpkin wants to leave the safety of his small pumpkin patch. Later, after being taken away against his will, the Little Pumpkin learns an important life lesson.

For preschool-grade 2.

2002.
La X813 Dup 2002

Lost Magic           

RCL 358
By Berthe Amoss

Read by Lisa Brenskelle

1 cassette

Young Ceridwen is taught the healing arts by a wise woman, who obtains her a place in the castle as companion to Elinor, the Lord's daughter. A jealous rival accuses Ceridwen of practicing black magic, forcing her to flee the castle and rely on her special knowledge to protect herself from danger.

For grades 6-9.

1993.

La X813 Amo

The Louisiana State Bird Beauty Pageant
RCL 188

By Todd-Michael St. Pierre

Read by Todd-Michael St. Pierre

1 cassette

Monique Pelican enters a beauty contest to compete for the state bird of Louisiana. Cajun words and facts about Louisiana are presented in this story about self-worth and confidence.

For grades 2-4. 1999.

La X598.09763 St. P 2000

A Million Fish-More Or Less            

RCL 269

By Patricia McKissack

Read by Carmen Pate

1 cassette

A young African American boy named Hugh Thomas embarks on a bayou fishing trip after listening to the tall tales of his Papa-Daddy and Elder. Using his big imagination, the three fish he catches become a million in an effort to tell an even taller tale than the men of his family.

For grades K-3.
1992.
La X813 McK

Mimi’s First Mardi Gras         

RCL 393
By Alice Couvillion and Elizabeth Moore

Read by Shirley Sands

1 cassette

Mimi experiences her first Mardi Gras and learns about King Cake, the Lenten season, Mardi Gras Indians, Zulu coconuts and the Boeuf Gras.

For grades 4-8.

1992.

La X813 Cou

Mister and Me                   

RCL 172

By Kimberly Willis Holt

Read by Regina Toliver

1 cassette

When Jolene's mama starts dating again, the young girl is distressed and wishes her father were still alive.  She treats her mother's new boyfriend, Leroy, with a cold shoulder and refuses to call him anything but Mister.
For grades 3-6.

1998.

La X813 Hol 1998

Moon's Cloud Blanket                

RCL 265
By Rose Anne St. Romain

Read by Rose Anne St. Romain

1 cassette

Through the tradition of storytelling, the duality of nature is explored as a Native American mother and her children survive a brutal South Louisiana storm. After praying to the Moon, the family finds comfort and beauty in the magical shelter of trees.

0For grades K-3.

2003.

La X398.20899 St. R 2003, LP 17731

Mr. Lincoln's Way                   

RCL 280
By Patricia Polacco

Read by Kytara Gaudin

1 cassette

Popular school principal Mr. Lincoln tries to get through to school bully, Eugene “Mean Gene” Esterhause. Seeing Eugene is interested in birds, Mr. Lincoln encourages Eugene to work on attracting birds to the new school atrium, hoping his work results in lessons of racial tolerance and friendship.

For grades 2-4.  LYRCA Nominee 2004.

2001.

The Mockingbird Song            

RCL 230
By Berthe Amoss

Read by Sheryl Sherlock

1 cassette

In 1930s New Orleans, young Lindy is shocked when her Dad remarries Millicent, who is not much older than Lindy.  When Millicent announces that she is going to have a baby Lindy devises a plan to move in with her neighbor Miss Ellie in hopes of regaining her father's attention.

For grades 4-7.

1988.

La X813 Amo

My Chimp Friday: The Nana Banana Chronicles          

RCL 338
By Hester Mundis

Read by Jennifer Theriot

1 cassette

A mysterious family friend drops off an unusually intelligent chimpanzee at twelve-year-old Rachel’s New York apartment with strict orders to keep it a secret. Within days the man is dead and Rachel and her younger brother believe someone behind the murder is after their new pet chimp, Friday.

For grades 4-7.  LYRCA Nominee 2005.

2004.

My Louisiana Sky                 

RCL 159

By Kimberly Willis Holt
Read by Neena Kelfstrom

1 cassette

As the only child of parents with mental disabilities, twelve-year-old Tiger Ann considers leaving her small Louisiana town to spend the summer of 1957 with her aunt in Baton Rouge. However, her decision becomes a difficult one when a family tragedy intervenes.

For grades 3-6.

1998.

La 813 Hol 1998

My Visit to the Aquarium   

RCL 185

By Aliki

Read by Christee Atwood

1 cassette

Experience a large aquarium through the eyes of a young boy and his siblings. During the tour they visit a coral reef full of fish, a kelp forest of anchovies and eel, and a tide pool with rays, sharks and skates.  Smiling dolphins at the end of the trip confirm the excitement of learning about the sea and its living creatures.

For grades K-3.

1993.

La X597.073 Ali 1993

Nissa's Place                 

RCL 233

By A. LaFaye

Read by Julie Williams

2 cassettes

Thirteen-year-old Nissa lives in her Louisiana home with her father and stepmother but leaves when her runaway mother shows up and offers to take her back to Chicago.  Sequel to The Year of the Sawdust Man, (RCL 209). Other titles in the series include (RCL 233). 

For grades 3-6.

1999.

La 813 LaF 1999

No More Nasty                  

RCL 287
By Amy McDonald

Read by Eordonna D’Andrea

1 cassette

When his outlandish Great Aunt Matilda becomes the substitute teacher for his unruly fifth grade class, Simon knows his life will not be the same. In fact, the whole school is affected by her unique way of looking at things.

For grades 4-7. LYRCA Nominee 2004.

2001.
On Mardi Gras Day                  

RCL 372
By Fatima Shaik

Read by Jacqueline L. Jones

1 cassette

Two young children meet with neighborhood friends to watch the Zulu parade and the Mardi Gras Indians.  They enjoy eating generous meals at Nanan's house while exploring the customs celebrated by African Americans during New Orleans Mardi Gras.

For grades K-3.

1999.

La X813 Sha 1999

The Other Side              

RCL 279

By Jacqueline Woodson

Read by Regina Toliver

1 cassette

Two young girls, one white and one black, gradually get to know each other as they sit on the fence that divides their town by race.  A friendship ensues, prompting both Annie and Clover to wonder why such divisions exist.

For grades K-3. LYRCA Nominee 2004.

2001.

Petite Rouge: A Cajun Red Riding Hood
RCL 281

By Mike Artell

Read by Rose Anne St. Romain

1 cassette

In this rhyming Cajun version of “Little Red Riding Hood”, the young girl is a clever duck and the predator is a sneaky gator.  With the help of her cat TeJean, Petite Rouge tricks the gator.  A glossary of Cajun words is included.

For grades 2-4. LYRCA Winner 2004.

2001.
LP17907, La X398.20894 Art 2001
Petit Rouge: A Cajun Twist to an Old Tale      

RCL 161
By Sheila Hebert Collins

Read by Christy Reeves

1 cassette

In this Cajun version of “Little Red Riding Hood”, The Mouton family lives on a bayou in Delcambre, Louisiana.  The young girl is named Clotile, and a big monster alligator substitutes for the wolf.  A glossary of Cajun words and a recipe for alligator sauce piquant is included.

For grades K-3.
1994.
La X813 Col
Pirate Diary: The Journal of Jake Carpenter          

RCL 284
By Richard Platt

Read by Robert Wilson

1 cassette

The fictional diary of nine-year-old Jake tells how while he sets off from North Carolina in 1716 to become a sailor, he instead becomes a pirate.  Jake describes his adventures, including a shipwreck, before he reaches land again.

For grades 4-7.  LYRCA Nominee 2004.

2001.
The Raft               

RCL 389
By Jim LaMarche

Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

At first, summer with Grandma in the woods of Wisconsin does not sound like fun to Nicky.  However, it’s not long before his “river rat” grandma and her natural surroundings inspire Nicky to make art and appreciate nature.

For grades 2-4.

2000.
La X813 LaM 2000
Rockin' Reptiles              

RCL 380 

By Stephanie Calmenson

Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

The Gator Girls, Allie and Amy, are best friends who do everything together. When Gracie, a new neighbor, moves into their apartment complex, the girls find themselves spending time separately with Gracie, which leads to arguing over a ticket to the Rockin' Reptiles concert.

For grades 2-4.

1997.

La X813 Cal 1997

Secret in the Old Trunk              

RCL 330

By Betty Nelson

Read by Scotty Drake

1 cassette

While looking for a summer job so he can buy a truck, Syd Burton finds a wounded stranger in an alley imploring Syd to help. Rather than meet with the police, Syd flees as soon as help arrives, and with his best friend Tony and brother Richie, embarks on a mysterious journey to find evidence and help the victim.

For grades 6-9.

2002.
La X813 Nel 2002
Six Foolish Fishermen         

RCL 238
By Robert D. San Souci

Read by Ernie Alexander

1 cassette

This old folktale retold in a Cajun setting describes the silly antics of six simpleminded friends named Jules, Jacques, Jean, Ti-Paul, Philippe, and Pierre who love to fish.

For grades K-3.

2000.

La X398.20894 San 2000

The Star Seed: A Story of the First Christmas
RCL 184

By Mary Alice Fontenot

Read by Jennifer Theriot

1 cassette

In this story of the birth of baby Jesus, a clumsy little angel bumps into a special star scattering "star seeds" onto the earth, spreading light and Christmas magic in some very creative ways.

For preschool-grade 2.

1985.

La X813 Fon

The Seed Bunny

RCL 411

By Jennifer Selby

Read by Robin Cunningham Myers

1 cassette

The tooth fairy or Seed Bunny in this case, rewards young bunnies during their sleep with carrot seed packets.  When Sam the bunny discovers his first loose tooth, he plays extra hard, hoping it will fall out so he can catch a glimpse of the special rabbit.

For grades K-3.

1997.

La X813 Sel 1997

The Spider and the Fly 

RCL 335

By Mary Bothan Howitt. 

Read by Ralph Sims 

A debonair spider lures a naïve, vain fly into his parlor to meet a tragic end.

For grades 3-5. LYRCA Honor Winner 2005.

2002.
The Strawberry Skunk              

RCL 193

By Dwayne Jennings

Read by Michele Walley

1 cassette

When Mother Nature gives each animal a way to protect itself, Mrs. Skunk is left with the last gift. Though Mrs. Skunk is pleased with the pungent smell, one of her babies has a hard time coping with how different her scent makes her from the other animals.

For grades 2-4.

1999.

La X813 Jen 1999

Strength of Saints                

RCL 252
By A. Lafaye

Read by Julie Williams

1 cassette
Despite her fears that the town's Klan members might burn it down, Fourteen-year-old Nissa Bergen tries to support racial equality by creating two separate but equal libraries, the East and West Libraries.  The third book in the "Year of the Sawdust Man” series. Sequel to The Year of the Sawdust Man (RCL 209) and Nissa's Place (RCL 233). 

For grades 4-7.
2002.

La X813 LaF 2002

Sweet Music in Harlem

RCL 376

By Debbie A. Taylor

Read by Scotty Drake

1 cassette

When jazz musician Chick is going to have his photograph taken for High Note magazine, he sends his nephew C.J. to look for his signature hat. As C. J. dashes through the neighborhood, he unknowingly gathers others to be in the photograph.  Inspired by Art Kane’s 1958 photograph of famous jazz musicians posing at a Harlem brownstone.

For grades 3-5. 

LYRCA Nominee 2007.

Swimming Upstream: Middle School Poems      

RCL 364
By Kristine O'Connell George

Read by Christy LaStrapes

1 cassette

The ups and downs of middle school through the eyes of a young female student are captured in humorous poems in a storyline filled with school dances, homework and friends.

For grades 4-8.  LYRCA Nominee 2005.

2002.

T-Boy of the Bayou          

RCL 243
By Wayne T. McGaw

Read by Wayne T. McGaw

1 cassette

While wishing to help his father catch more shrimp, a magical heron overhears T-Boy's request and turns him into a redfish where he is able to explore the tenderness of family devotion.

For grades K-3.

2002.

La X813 McG 2002

Toby Belfer and the High Holy Days   

RCL 321

By Gloria Teles Pushker

Read by Scotty Drake

1 cassette

Toby, the only Jewish girl in a small South Louisiana town, has many friends.  Inspired by a Rosh Hashanah ceremony for the Jewish New Year, Toby apologizes to her best friend for the times she may have hurt her feelings. Toby also tells Donna about Yom Kippur. A recipe for Honey Cake is included.

Other books include: Toby Belfer Never Had a Christmas Tree (RCL 318), Toby Belfer’s Seder: A Passover Story Retold (RCL 319), A Belfer Bar Mitzvah (RCL 320), and Toby Belfer Visits Ellis Island (RCL 322). 

For grades 3-6.

2000.

La X813 Pus 2000

Toby Belfer Never Had A Christmas Tree    

RCL 318
By Gloria Teles Pushker

Read by Scotty Drake

1 cassette

Toby, the only Jewish girl in a small South Louisiana town, has many friends. This year she invites them to celebrate Hanukkah traditions with her family, teaching them about latkas, the dreidel game, and the story of the Festival of Lights. Recipes, games, and instructions for building a menorah are included. Other books include: Toby Belfer’s Seder: A Passover Story Retold (RCL 319), A Belfer Bar Mitzvah (RCL 320), Toby Belfer and the High Holy Days (RCL 321), and Toby Belfer Visits Ellis Island (RCL 322).

For grades 3-6.

1991.

La X813 Pus

Toby Belfer's Seder: A Passover Story Retold
RCL 319
By Gloria Teles Pushker

Read by Scotty Drake

1 cassette

Toby, the only Jewish girl in a small South Louisiana town, has many friends.  She invites her best friend to join her family at a Seder celebrating Passover, a Jewish holiday with many parallels to Easter.  Donna learns about the foods served and the story of the Israelites’ freedom from slavery. A glossary is included. Other books include: Toby Belfer Never Had a Christmas Tree (RCL 318), A Belfer Bar Mitzvah (RCL 320), Toby Belfer and the High Holy Days (RCL 321), and Toby Belfer Visits Ellis Island (RCL 322).

For grades 3-6.

1994.

La X296.437 Pus 1994

Toby Belfer Visits Ellis Island             

RCL 322
By Gloria Teles Pushker

Read by Scotty Drake

1 cassette

Toby, the only Jewish girl in a small South Louisiana town, has many friends. Her family goes on vacation to New York City so Toby can see where her ancestors arrived. In addition to the history of Ellis Island, Toby learns about the changing their of family names, learning a new language and opening a business. Other books include: Toby Belfer Never Had a Christmas Tree (RCL 318), Toby Belfer’s Seder: A Passover Story Retold (RCL 319), A Belfer Bar Mitzvah (RCL 320), and Toby Belfer and the High Holy Days (RCL 321).

For grades 3-6.

2003.

La X813 Pus 2003

When the Circus Came To Town              

RCL 351
By Laurence Yep

Read by Julie Williams

1 cassette

Ursula always wanted to see the circus, but after being scarred by small pox, she only wants to hide in her room. A Chinese cook named Ah Sam helps her regain her confidence and brings the circus to Whistle, Montana. Based on actual events that occurred at a Montana stagecoach station in the early 1900s, the customs of Chinese New Year are explored.

For grades 4-6. LYRCA Nominee 2005.

2001.

Who's That Tripping over My Bridge?
RCL 360

By Coleen Salley

Read by Mitch Landrieu
1 cassette
Based on the Norwegian folk tale, Three Billy Goats Gruff, a trio of Louisiana billy goats must cross over Thompson Creek to travel from East Feliciana Parish to West Feliciana Parish in order to make themselves fat.

La X398.20948 Sal 2002

Whoever You Are            

RCL 385 

By Mem Fox

Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

Children who live all over the world can encounter the same feelings and experiences despite geographical distance.

For grades K-3.

1997.

LP17908, La X305.8 Fox 1997

Why Cowboys Need a Brand

RCL 223

By Laurie Lazzaro Knowlton

Read by Malcolm Moore

1 cassette
Slim Jim Watkins proves that he is a special sort of cowboy, as he enthusiastically takes on any job on the ranch, even the dangerous and difficult ones.  See also Cowboy Alphabet (RCL 221) and Cowboy Rodeo (RCL 222).

For grades 2-4. 

1996.

La X813 Kno 1996

Why Lapin's Ears Are Long and Other Stories of the Louisiana Bayou       

RCL 251
By Sharon Arms Doucet

Read by John Engelsman

1 cassette

Three Creole-Cajun folktales involving the tricky rabbit Compere Lapin and his friends are presented along with a glossary of Cajun words.  Other Lapin books include: Lapin Plays Possum: trickster tales from the Louisiana Bayou (RCL 270).
For grades K-3.

1997.

La X398.20976 Dou 1997

With A Whoop and A Holler: A Bushel of Lore from Way Down South          

RCL 260

By Nancy Van Laan

Read by Scotty Drake

1 cassette

This collection encompasses the oral traditions of three major regions of the South: the Bayous of Louisiana, the Deep South, and the Appalachian Mountains.   Southern storytelling and humor are found in the riddles, rhymes and superstitions dating back to numerous cultures.

For grades 3-6.

1998.

La X398.097 Van 1998

A Woolly Mammoth on Amelia Street: Read Aloud Poems4Kids (and Grown-ups Too)

RCL 232

By Todd-Michael St. Pierre

Read by Todd-Michael St. Pierre
1 cassette

A funny collection of bizarre, silly and sometimes gross poems to read aloud under the covers with a flashlight, in a most upset voice, when you have the hiccups and in your best baby bug voice.

For grades 3-6.

2003.

La X811 St. P 2003

Why Epossumondas Has No Hair on His Tail

RCL 429
By Coleen Salley

Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

Epossumondas’s mother tells him a story about how his great-great-grandfather, Papapossum, became the first possum to have a hairless tail.

For grades 3-5. LYRCA Nominee 2007.
The Year of the Sawdust Man                

RCL 209 
By A. LaFaye

Read by Julie Williams

2 cassettes

In 1934, when her mother leaves her and her father, eleven-year-old Nissa tries to cope with the gossip in her small Louisiana town and the changes in her own life. The first in a series of three books, other titles include Nissa's Place (RCL 233) and The Strength of Saints (RCL 252).

For grades 5-8.

1998.

La 813 LaF 1998

Louisiana Voices: Children’s Non-Fiction

The Blues Singers: Ten Who Rocked the World
RCL 377
By Julius Lester

Read by Scotty Drake

1 cassette
Told from the perspective of a grandfather to his granddaughter, ten vivid biographical tales are presented in language as lyrical as the songs sung by both male and female African American blues greats Bessie Smith, Robert Johnson, Mahalia Jackson, Muddy Waters, Billie Holiday, B.B. King, Ray Charles, Little Richard, James Brown, and Aretha Franklin.

For grades 2-4 and older interested readers.

2001.

La X781.64309 Les 2001

Branford Marsalis: Jazz Musician

RCL 416
By Bob Bernotas

Read by Scotty Drake

1 cassette

Born into a family of New Orleans musicians, African American saxophonist and bandleader Branford Marsalis works tirelessly at his craft. His big band, pop, and hip-hop performances have earned the accomplished musician an unconventional yet popular signature style.  

For junior and senior high school readers.  

La X788.716 Ber

Buddy               

RCL 294 
By William Joyce

Read by Phillip Stonaker

1 cassette

1930s eccentric socialite Gertrude Lintz lived with a house full of domestic and exotic animals. Her childhood dream was realized when she brought home Buddy, a baby gorilla. Buddy and the animals enjoyed a life of luxury, until Gertrude realized Buddy was not happy with this unconventional life.

For grades 4-7.

1997. La X813 Joy 1997

The Champ: The Story of Muhammad Ali

RCL 195

By Tonya Bolden

Read by Scotty Drake

1 cassette

This biography shows how young determined Cassius Clay became the world famous boxer Muhammad Ali. Included are some of the multifaceted issues of his life such as his conversion to Islam, refusal to draft in the Vietnam War, and commitment to world peace.

For grades 3-5. LYRCA 2007 nominee.
A Christmas Dictionary    

RCL 391
By Beverly Barras Vidrine

Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

Beginning with the story of the first Christmas, definitions of Christmas terms such as Advent, Bible, Evergreen, Ornaments and Yuletide are highlighted in this collection.

For preschool-grade 2.

1997.

La X394.266 Vid 1997

Diamonds, Pearls, and Stones: Jewels of Wisdom from Extraordinary Women of the World

By Jennifer Read Hawthorn 

RCL 398

Read by Julie Williams

1 cassette

In the tribal tradition of passing wisdom from older to younger women, quotes addressing body image, sexuality, friendship, and career are presented.   

For senior high and other interested readers.

La 646.70084 Haw 2004.
The Dinosaurs of Waterhouse Hawkins: An Illuminating History of Mr. Waterhouse Hawkins, Artist and Lecturer          

RCL 277
By Barbara Kerley

Read by Riley Bordelon

1 cassette

Nineteenth century Victorian artist Benjamin Waterhouse Hawkins was the first person to build life-sized models of dinosaurs, educating people about the appearance of these ancient animals.

For grades 3-6. LYRCA Nominee 2004.

2001.

Duel of the Ironclads: The Monitor vs. The Virginia 

RCL 332

By Patrick O’Brien

Read by Ralph Sims 

1 cassette

A description of the construction, battles, and historical impact of the Civil War battleships, the Monitor and the Virginia, focusing on the Battle of Hampton Roads. 

For grades 3-5. LYRCA Nominee 2006.

Emeril's There's A Chef in My Soup!: Recipes for the Kid in Everyone             

RCL 292

By Emeril Lagasse

Read by Diana Wilson

1 cassette

Television chef Emeril Lagasse offers recipes ranging from simple sandwiches to more difficult main dishes and desserts. This beginner’s cookbook includes information on how to be clean and safe in the kitchen.

For grades 3-6 and older interested readers.

2002.

La X641.5 Lag 2002

The History of the New Orleans Saints

RCL 395 
By Lonnie Bell

Read by Tom Musser

1 cassette

Beginning with the birth of the NFL team in 1967, the turbulent history of the New Orleans Saints football team is outlined along with coaching staff, key players and significant games.

For grades 3-6.

2005.

La 796.33264 Bel 2005

Huey Long: Talker and Doer

RCL 417

By David P.Collins

Read by Shirley Sands

1 cassette

Huey Long is portrayed as a precocious young man who talked his way from being a salesperson to a senator. His accomplishments include the building of the Louisiana State Capitol, providing free textbooks for students, and the LSU football team. 

For grades K-3.

Imaginative Inventions: The Who, What, Where, When, and Why of Roller Skates, Potato Chips, Marbles, and Pie (and More!)

RCL 276

By Charise Mericle Harper

Read by Leah Saal

1 cassette

Fourteen inventions, including doughnuts, high-heeled shoes, wheelbarrows, marbles, vacuum cleaners, and animal crackers are paired with four-line stanzas noting the date of each invention relating how the idea evolved.
For grades 2-4.  LYRCA Nominee 2004.

2001.

Jazz is the Word: Wynton Marsalis 

RCL 421
By Margaret Gay Malone
Read by Scotty Drake

1 cassette
Wynton Marsalis grew up in New Orleans where jazz was central to living. His dedication to the trumpet won him many awards as he played with his brother Branford in symphonies, orchestras, and other professional bands. In time, Wynton’s skyrocketing career brought music the to Lincoln Center and all over the world.
For grades 3-6.

La 788.92092 Mal 1998
Jean Lafitte: Pirate Hero of the War of 1812

RCL 337 
By Aileen Weintraub

Read by Jennifer Greer

1 cassette

From the “Library of Pirates” series, the life of pirate Jean Lafitte is told, beginning with his slave smuggling business and domination of Barataria Bay.  A glossary defining words such as Creole, plundered and treaty is included.

For grades 3-6.
2002.

La X973.5239 Wei 2002

Leonardo's Horse            

RCL 272
By Jean Fritz

Read by Margaret Harrison

1 cassette

When the Duke of Milan commissions Leonardo da Vinci to sculpt a majestic horse, an odyssey to complete the sculpture began.  The narrative describes the stages of the creation beginning with Leonardo and ending nearly 500 years later when an American named Charles Dent is inspired to finish it as a gift to Italy.
For grades 3-6.  LYRCA Nominee 2004.

2001.

Louisiana                   

RCL 237
By Martin Hintz

Read by Lisa Brenskelle

1 cassette

Describes the history, geography, ecology, people, economy, cities, and sights of the Pelican State of Louisiana. Useful for school reports, vacation planning, or pleasure reading.

For grades 3-6.

1998.

La X976.3 Hin 1998

The Louisiana Purchase                

RCL 261

By Robert Tallant

Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

The circumstances leading up to and the purchase of the territory of Louisiana by the United States are presented, along with key figures such as Thomas Jefferson, Napoleon, and Charles IV, King of Spain.

For grades 3-6.

1952.

La X973.46 Tal

A Mardi Gras Dictionary

RCL 394
By Beverly Barras Vidrine

Read by Pat Thompson

1 cassette

Definitions of Louisiana Mardi Gras terms are given to explain the festive Louisiana celebrations. Ash Wednesday, grandstand, scepter and Zulu are a few of the words highlighted in the collection.

For grades 3-6.

La X394.25 Vid

Mighty Jackie: The Strike-Out Queen

RCL 404

By Marissa Moss

Read by Julie Williams

1 cassette                                                                                                          A biography about Jackie Mitchell, the seventeen-year-old girl who struck out Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig in an exhibition baseball game in 1931. 

For grades 3-5. LYRCA 2007 nominee.
P is for Pelican                  

RCL 367
By Anita C. Prieto

Read by Heather Reggio

1 cassette

This alphabet book teaches multiple grade levels about Louisiana wildlife, environment, historical figures, landmarks and customs by including detailed descriptions alongside simple definitions.

For grades K-3.

2004.

LP16900, La X813 Sha 1999

The Pot That Juan Built                     

RCL 344

By Nancy Andrews-Goebel

Read by Illeana Gomez

1 cassette

Juan Quezada, one of the best-known potters in Mexico, created a vibrant folk-art economy in his small village Mata Ortiz. Presented in a cumulative rhyme modeled on “The House That Jack Built”, Juan’s techniques as an artist are explained.

For grades 2-5.  LYRCA Nominee 2005.
2002.

River Boy: The Story of Mark Twain

RCL 409

By William Anderson

Read by Shirley Sands

1 cassette

Sam Clemens worked at a newspaper at age 12, earned his steamboat pilot's license, and worked as a gold miner. These adventures near the river helped Sam to grow from a restless, impish boy into the enterprising humorist with the meaningful name, Mark Twain.                                                  

For grades 3-5.  LYRCA Nominee 2006.

Rocks In His Head               

RCL 283

By Carol Otis Hurst

Read by Julie Williams

1 cassette

This is a biography of the author's father, whose life-long fascination and dedication to rock collecting remained steadfast even when others mocked his interests.

For grades K-4. LYRCA Nominee 2004.

2001.

Sacagawea           

RCL 410

By Lise Erdrich

Read by Rose Anne St. Romaine

1 cassette

This biography of the Shoshone girl, Sacagawea, tells of her life from age eleven when she was kidnapped by the Hidatsa Indians through her journey as the only woman traveling with Lewis and Clark’s Corps of Discovery.  Her marriage to the French Canadian fur trapper Charbonneau, the birth of their son Pompy, and speculation about her later life are also explored.

For grades 3-6.  LYRCA Nominee 2006.

2005.

Storm Maker's Tipi                   

RCL 278
By Paul Goble

Read by Tom Jaques

1 cassette

This narrative based on several Native American legends tells how tipis were first given to the Blackfoot people and why their painted designs have come to possess meaning and power.

For grades 2-5. LYRCA Nominee 2004.

2001.

The Story of Ruby Bridges          

RCL 240
By Robert Coles

Read by Leah Saal

1 cassette

A six-year-old girl named Ruby Bridges was the first child to integrate the white New Orleans Public School System during the struggle for Civil Rights in the 1960s.

For grades K-3.

1995.

La X370.193 Col

Talkin' about Bessie: The Story of Aviator Elizabeth Coleman

RCL 359
By Nikki Grimes

Read by Judy Morse

1 cassette

The testimonies of those who knew her create a portrait of African American aviator Bessie Coleman.  Bessie's determination enabled her to overcome obstacles of poverty, racism and gender discrimination to achieve her dream of flying. Notes on history, setting and sources are included.

For grades 3-5.  LYRCA Nominee 2005.

2002.

This School is Not White!: A True Story of the Civil Rights Movement

RCL 356

By Doreen Rappaport

Read by Lewis Elliot

1 cassette

Under a new federal law in 1965, Mae Bertha and Matthew Carter enrolled their children in an all-white school.  Despite facing extreme prejudice and adversity, their localized, unyielding pursuit of equal education showed bravery that resulted in a movement for change affecting the entire country.
For grades 3-5. LYRCA Nominee 2008.

Togo                

RCL 345
By Robert Blake

Read by Scotty Drake

1 cassette

An account of the 1925 diphtheria serum run from Anchorage to Nome, Alaska focuses on an independent Siberian husky named Togo. When Togo is eight years old, his owner, Leonhard Seppala, is asked to make an emergency relay run to pick up a serum that can stop the diphtheria epidemic. Though another dog became famous for this serum run, Togo led the final team in the relay.

For grades 3-5. LYRCA Nominee 2005.

2002.

Travels with Tarra                     

RCL 352
By Carol Buckley

Read by Julie Williams

1 cassette

A close friendship forms between Tarra the elephant and Buckley, a girl who became her trainer when she was taking courses about exotic animals in college. As a team they toured the world performing in circuses and film. Years later, Buckley established an elephant sanctuary in Tennessee for Tarra and other captive elephants.

For grades 3-6.  LYRCA Nominee 2005.

2002.

When Marian Sang: The True Recital of Marian Anderson

RCL 347
By Pam Munoz Ryan

Read by Sylvia Weatherspoon

1 cassette

The first African American to perform before the Metropolitan Opera, Marian Anderson showed courage in the face of segregation. Although Marian was not allowed to attend music school nor sing at Constitution Hall, her career advanced and she later sang at the Lincoln Memorial in 1939.

For grades 2-4 and older interested readers.  LYRCA Nominee 2005.

2002.
Yankees on the Doorstep: The Story of Sarah Morgan

RCL 234

By Debra Smith

Read by Lisa Brenskelle

1 cassette

A young Baton Rouge woman at the time of the Civil War, Sarah Morgan kept a diary of her experiences.  Despite her fears, this story depicts her courage during wartime in the South.

For grades 5-8.

2001.
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