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Richards, Justin.  Chaos Code. New York:  Bloomsbury, 2007.  388pp.

SUMMARY:  Matt Stribling is off to spend his school vacation with his scatterbrained archaeologist father, but when he arrives at his dad’s house, something seems wrong.  The house seems a little more messy than usual, and soon Matt discovers a cryptic message from his father -- he’s disappeared, and Matt is being watched.   His father’s clues lead him to billionaire Jules Venture, who whisks Matt off on an adventure to find a lost treasure (and Matt’s father) before their enemies do.

AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY:  Justin Richards is a writer who wears many hats, including young adult novelist, nonfiction writer, playwright, and editor of a media journal.  He is best known for his children’s series, The Invisible Detective, and as the creative director of the BBC’s Dr. Who books.  

Author Information from:  http://www.justinrichards.co.uk/vault/museum.html
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS:

Science:  There are multiple connections to science in this novel, such as the ancient Greek elements, the rainforest, archaeology, and astronomy.


The Ancient Greek Elements:  Atticus Harper is very interested in learning how to control the ancient elements, or the elements of antiquity.  In the novel, he builds an army of sand, water, and fire creatures. 

· Water:  Friend and Foe.  This site contains a lesson plan on fire facts and fire prevention.   http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/programs/water_friendfoe/
· Greek Elements Superhero:  Have students create their own superhero whose special power is connected to one of the Greek Elements.  Students can write and illustrate a short story about their superhero.
Astronomy:  Robin and Matt study the constellations to help uncover clues on their quest.

· Stories in the Sky:  This lesson plan combines tall tales and constellations.  Students write their own tall tale about how a constellation came to be in the sky.  
http://www.col-ed.org/cur/sci/sci173.txt

· Constellation Myth Project:  Similar to ‘Stories in the Sky,’ students create a poster for an original myth and original constellation.
http://www.middleschoolscience.com/myth.htm
· Heavens Above:  Explores how the positions of stars change over time. 
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/programs/heavensabove/
· Constellation Myth Study Guides:  Links to the myths behind the 88 constellations. 
http://www.coldwater.k12.mi.us/lms/planetarium/myth/index.html
Rainforest:  In the novel, the group travels to Atticus Harper’s ancient site in the Amazon rainforest.  

· Webcam in the Forest:  This website features a rainforest bird webcam, short videos of wildlife, virtual tours of the reserve, and a rainforest related podcasts.    project.http://www.wildlifefocus.org/webcam/index.shtml  

· Gum Kit Guide:  This lesson plan helps to show the connection between the rainforest and everyday things.  The lesson plan encourages the purchase of a gum making kit that is about $13.00 and produces about 61 pieces of gum for students.  The lesson plan encourages showing a short video on the rainforest.  Instead of purchasing the one the website recommends, try locating a rainforest video at your local library.
http://www.gleegum.com/education-guide-gum.htm
· Why Preserve Biodiversity?:  Allows students to explore ecosystems and discuss why biodiversity is important.
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/08/g68/preserve.html
Archaeology:  Matt’s father is an archaeologist searching for an ancient artifact.  
· Archaeology:  Students research and report on an ancient site.  
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/programs/unearthingsouthamerica/

· Cultural Artifacts:  Students can create their own Hieroglyph.
http://askeric.org/cgi-bin/printlessons.cgi/Virtual/Lessons/Arts/Art_History/ARH0012.html
Geography: 

Ancient Maps:  Much of the treasure seeking in the novel is guided by ancient maps.  Here are some activities and lesson plans on ancient maps and cities.

· The Vinland Map: Students study an ancient map and debate about is authenticity. http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/programs/sciencemysteries/


· Two Ancient Cities: Students compare two ancient cities to see how culture and geography shaped their existence.
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/04/g912/twocitiesinca.html
· The World Columbus Knew in 1492:  This lesson plan will help students work on map reading skills.
http://www.newberry.org/K12maps/module_01/6-8.html
Mythology: 

Atlantis:  Matt and his team soon discover that Atticus Harper is trying to find the lost world of Atlantis.  
· Discovery Atlantis:  This lesson plan from Discovery allows students to do their own research on Atlantis.
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/programs/discoveryatlantis/
History:  This novel is full of historical references, including the Knights Hospitalliers, Angkor Wat, Ancient Egypt, The Treasure of St. John, Crusades
· Egyptian Symbols and Figures: Hieroglyph:  Students can create their own Egyptian alphabet and a scroll painting.
http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=348
· Wonders of the World:  Students research a particular area of interest and nominate sculptures or architecture as the new wonders of the world.  
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/programs/sevenwondersoftheworld-simplythebest/
· Ancient History Cyber Journalists:  Students research an important event that happened to an ancient civilization and then write a news article on it.  
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/activities/cyberjournalists/

· Ancient Civilizations:  Students act as museum curators and gather artifacts for a display of an ancient collection.  
http://lessons.ctaponline.org/~vvanhoo/
· Angkor What?  Angkor Wat!:  Students will learn about another ancient temple with a lesson plan from the National Endowment of the Humanities, Angkor Wat’s place in Cambodian history.
http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=607
· Ancient American Artifacts:  Students research ancient civilizations and create an artifact to represent one of the civilizations. http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/programs/ancientartifacts/

· Egyptian Antiquities:  Students look into the history of the Sphinx and the steps that are being taken to prevent its deterioration.
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/programs/sneferu/
Language Arts:  
· Matt’s father leaves him a very cryptic, coded message.  Have students create their own coded messages and see if their friends can crack them.  

· Codes for Scouts:  A quick introduction to codes used by Boy Scouts.
http://www.scouting.org.za/codes/
· Code Maker and Breaker Craft:  Students make a code maker to help in writing a cryptic code.
http://www.crayola.com/crafts/detail/code-maker--breaker-craft/

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:  

1)  Matt’s parents both seem very focused on their careers instead of their son.  Why do you think this is?  Do you think Matt’s parents will treat him differently after the novel ends?  Why or Why not?
2)  What were some of the clues given in the book to let the reader know that Robin was “different”?  Was her secret obvious?  Why do you think she was keeping her age secret from Matt?
3)  What was Atticus Harper’s main focus?  What was it that made him so greedy and unconcerned with anyone else’s feelings or needs in the story?
4)  Were there any characters in the book that seemed trustworthy at first, but turned out not to be?  Who were they?  

5)  Why do think some people pretend to act a certain way when their true nature is quite different?
6)  What do you think is the overall theme or moral to the story?  How would you apply it to your life?  

WEBSITES:

The Order of St. John
http://www.bbc.co.uk//london/content/image_galleries/orderstjohn_gallery.shtml
Pictures of the Museum of St. John.
The Treasures of St. John’s
http://www.stjohnsmn.org/treasures/
More information about the treasures of St. John’s.

Knights Hospitallers
http://www.knightshospitallers.org/
Website of the Knights Hospitallers.  Contains history, photos, and more information.
Knights Hospitallers
http://www.middle-ages.org.uk/knights-hospitaller.htm
Facts and information about Knights Hospitaller in the Middle Ages.
Rainforest Action Network:  Kids’ Corner
http://www.ran.org/new/kidscorner/
Provides information about rainforest for kids, as well as online activities and ways to get involved with the Rainforest Action Network.
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