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on recording “Hoop Daddy: Fathers, Sons and Basketball” as a talking book.

Author Visits Louisiana Voices Studio

In August, local author and sports
reporter Lee Feinswog visited the
Louisiana Voices studio to meet the
staff and volunteer team who turned
Feinswog’s latest book, Hoop Dad-
dy: Fathers, Sons and Basketball
into a talking book for the blind
and physically handicapped. Using
Louisiana Voices” digital record-

the recording.

Feinswog said that the book was a
deeply personal project for him. “I
didn’t have a message per se when
I started it, all I wanted to do was

: watch my son play college basket-
i ball and share in the things a fa-
ther and son would get to do,” said
! Feinswog. “I knew right away that
i there was something there about ; The people of Port Sulphur in

! what fathers, sons and basketball ; Plaquemines Parish welcomed their

i mean to each other for those of us i new temporary branch library in

who have had our lives intertwined September. A grand opening cer-

i by the game.”

ing equipment, seasoned narrator :

Scotty Drake, producer Russ Nor- gThe book is circulated in special

wood and reviewer Michael Was- : format to patrons of The State Li-

com dedicated nearly 70 volunteer i brary of Louisiana’s Services for the :

hours over four months to complete : Blind and Physically Handicapped.
i Louisiana Voices plans to record
Feinswog's earlier book, “Tales from
i the LSU Sidelines: a captivating col-
i lection of Tiger football stories.” i
: Feinswog enjoys hearing from read-
fers at hoopdaddy@aol.com. :

: Two More Gulf Coast
 Library Facilities Reopen

laquemines and Terrebonne par-
ish libraries were able to reopen

library facilities in September. With
i help from the Bill & Melinda Gates
i Foundation, which has committed a
12.2 million dollar grant-supported,
i three-year initiative to rebuild li-
! braries along the Gulf Coast in Loui-
siana and Mississippi, a temporary
i facility has opened in Port Sulpher
! in Plaquemines Parish and the Du-
lac community in Terrebonne Parish
i has received a new mobile library.

The Terrebonne Parish Library Sys-
Left to right, Louisiana Voices Narratoer Scotty Drake, Author Lee Feinswog and tem celebrated its nevY mobile library
with a grand opening September

Reviewer Michael Wascom gather in the State Library’s recording studio to work :
i1 at the Grand Caillou Recreation
Center. Patrons, who were invited
! to step inside and check out the ser-
i vices and technologies, also enjoyed
a festive atmosphere with jugglers,
music, children’s activities and even

i refreshments.

{ emony was held on September 6. In
addition, the library system will re-
i ceive a new bookmobile scheduled
! to be delivered in the early fall.
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case the best of Louisiana’s rich liter- : .
i State Librarian

‘ary heritage.

Rapides Parish Breaks Ground

The Rapides Parish Library held :
groundbreaking ceremonies for and is located at 1075 Hwy. 497. The
i new Hineston Branch Library is lo-
! cated at 1810 Hwy. 121.

new branch was named the ]. W. Mc-

the Glenmora and Hineston library
branches September 11. Glenmora’s

Donald Memorial Branch Library,
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Genealogy Conference
Held in Southwest

Louisiana

“Branching Out in Genealogy,” a
conference sponsored by Libraries
Southwest, the Southwest Louisiana
Genealogical & Historical Library,
the Southwest Louisiana Genealogi-
cal Society, and Friends of the Li-
brary (Calcasieu Parish), will begin
at 8:00 a.m. Saturday, October 27,
in the Lake Charles Civic Center.
Nationally recognized genealogists
John Sellers, Bennett Greenspan and
Richard Hooverson will speak on
“History’s Role in Your Genealogi-
cal Pursuit,” “The Use of DNA in
One’s Genealogical Research,” and
“Tricks of the Trade: Tried and True
Research Techniques,” respectively.

Registration is $25.00 and includes a
Friday evening reception at the Ge-
nealogy Library and lunch on Satur-

day.

Tangipahoa Parish
Inaugurates Celebration
for National/Family
History Month

The Tangipahoa Parish Library
System hosted a brief celebra-

tion for National/Family History
Month in October. After a welcome
by Christopher Kuechmann, Tan-
gipahoa Parish Library Director, Ms.
Antoinette Harrell, a local genealo-
gist, spoke about the importance of
family history.

Thirteen governors, including Gov-

- ernor Kathleen Blanco, have now

endorsed National/Family History
Month. At the event, Amite Mayor
Dr. Reggie Goldsby, Tangipahoa
Parish President Gordon Burgess
and City of Hammond Mayor
Maison Foster read special procla-
mations. Hammond City Council
President Kathy Montecino and
Kentwood Councilman Mike Hall

i also spoke.
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State Library of Louisiana

Rod Mills, who was Director of the
Center for The Book, left the State Li-

brary September 14 to take the posi-
i Felicia Oliver, currently Manager of

Sheronne Primus has joined the i the Carnegie Memorial Library, will

State Library as the business man- E.ebhlred as the new Epps Memorial
ager. Primus transferred from So- | tbraty manager.

cial Services to assume our business i Libraries Southwest will host their

{ annual author’s program at Pat’s of
i Henderson in Lake Charles on Octo-

i ber 25. Marguerite Hudson, author

Betty Toussand will retire in No- fof “Whiskey Chitto Woman,”

vember with 28 years of service to ! be the featured author.

Calcasieu Parish Public Library. :

Twenty-two of those years were spent Pamela Thibodeaux and Curt Iles

as the Branch Manager of the Epps i are the featured Louisiana authors

in Calcasieu Parish Public Libraries

tion of Sales Manager of LSU Press.

manager position.

Around the State

Memorial Library in Lake Charles.

i A new and expanded building in

Calcasieu Parish for Epps Memorial
Library is currently under construc-
tion and is due to open early in 2008.

will in October. Thibodeaux will speak
! at 2:00 p.m., Saturday, October 13, at
Central Library. Iles will give a pro-
i gram at 2:00 p.m., Saturday, October

20, at Central Library.

J \

Thomas K. Bigler of Franklin
passed away in September. He
was a former library associate
at several libraries, including
Audubon Regional Library, St.
Mary Parish Library and Terre-
bonne Parish Library.

Remembrances

Long time reference staff Pat
Brenner, of the Lincoln Parish
Library, passed away after an
extended battle with cancer.

National Endowment for the Arts Awards Big Read Grant To Houma
Regional Arts Council to Celebrate the Novel To Kill A Mockingbird

Region 3 Parishes participate in national program to promote literary reading.

he NEA presents the Big Read in partnership with :
the Institute of Museum and Library Services

ma Regional Arts Council as one of 117 organizations to

September and December 2007. The Big Read, in part-
nership with the Institute of Museum and Library Ser-
vices and Arts Midwest, encourages literary reading by
asking communities to come together to read and dis-

i grants ranging from $5,000 to $20,000 to promote and

i carry out community-based programs. The Big Read is
The National Endowment for the Arts named the Hou- taking place in all parishes of Region 3, including As-
sumption, Lafourche, St. Charles, St. James, St. John and

receive grants to support Big Read programs between : lerrebonne.

{ For a complete list of communities participating in the
i Big Read, a list of the Big Read novels, program appli-
i cation guidelines, or more information on the program,

! please visit www.neabigread.org.
cuss a single book. The organizations selected received

St. Tammany Parish Library Launches Internet Media Channel

n September, the St. Tammany

Parish Library began offering to
the public free podcast program-
ming on the Internet.

Parish Library has to offer.

i Produced and hosted by STPL:
gstaffer Benny Bruce, the podcastsg
i include targeted programming for
i children, teens and adults. Anyone
i with a computer and an Internet ;

A podcast is a digital media file, or a :

series of such files, that is distributed connection can access and subscribe ;

over the Internet. With the podcast : to these programs free of charge. :

series, the Library hopes to entertain : The first episode is currently posted |

and inform the public about services : O™ the St. Tammany Parish Library :

and programs that the St. Tammany website www.sttammany.lib.la.us. :
i Bruce and STPL Teen Services Coor-

i dinator Jennifer Deffner are encour- :

aging local teens, artists, writers and
musicians to get involved in contrib-
uting content to the shows on a wide
variety of subjects.

i In the future, the St. Tammany Par-
i ish Library plans to expand this

project to also include video web-

i casts, making it a virtual online me-

dia channel completely dedicated to

total coverage of the St. Tammany

Parish Library and the community
it serves.
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This year’s Summer Reading Pro-
gram was a huge success, with
more young readers participating
than ever before. Eighty-four thou- ;
sand young people participated and
nearly 1.4 million children’s books
were circulated in June and July, an
increase of 13% over 2006.

The libraries offered more than 7,000 :
programs, which were attended
by more than 244,000 children and
teens.

“Book a Trip” was the 2007 theme
and many libraries designed pro-

grams about traveling to a different : |

continent each week. Children up to
age 12 learned about various coun-
tries and cultures by reading and by
participating in programs. One li-
brary reported that by the end of the
summer the children could say hello :
in ten different languages.

Storytellers, puppeteers, musi-
cians and other performing artists
brought various cultures to life for
the youngsters who flocked to the

libraries each week. Some of the :

Summer Reading
in the Libraries

success

estas, “Amazing Race” games, Irish
bagpipes, dinosaur digs, pony rides
and pasta-making workshops. Some
libraries offered stuffed animals for
the children to borrow to accompa-

i ny them on their family trips. These
“Traveling Teddies” and “Pack-a-
Pups” were very popular and moti-
vated the children to read.

¢ As usual, local businesses and com-

munity organizations also helped

i out in the effort by providing read-

ing incentives, such as buttons, stick-
ers, t-shirts, globe pencil sharpeners,
fortune cookies with book-related
fortunes and coupons for pizza and
other treats.

The Teen Reading Program gained

. . i more readers as well. The public li-
more creative programs included

Chinese dragon dances, Mexican fi-

braries’ programs attracted nearly

i 18,000 teens, a 47 % increase over the
! attendancein?2006. Library programs

not only motivate youth to read but

i they also offer them constructive,
i positive activities. This summer li-

braries provided opportunities for
adolescents to volunteer, to read to
young children in the “Book Bud-
dies” program, and to participate in
challenging and enjoyable activities
including Medieval Festivals, Harry
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Paulita Chartier,
Communications Director

State Library of Louisiana
Communications Section
701 N. 4th St.

Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Phone: (225) 342-9713
Fax: (225) 219-4804
www.state.lib.la.us

The State Library of Louisiana is one
of our state’s greatest resources for
research information, government
documents, genealogical data, books
in Braille, audiobooks and more.

The State Library’s mission is to build
an informed, literate and democratic
society by ensuring access to infor-
mational, cultural and recreational
resources, especially those resources
unique to Louisiana. |

Fi
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i Potter parties, scavenger hunts, po-
%etry slams, plus workshops about
{jewelry-making, photography, and
iart workshops, to name just a few.
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e State Library’s Louisiana
Young Readers” Choice Award
program is now entering its ninth
year. This program has been suc-
cessful in encouraging children to
read high quality books for enjoy-
ment. Last year, more than 19,000
students read and voted for titles on
the 2007 ballots. Fall is a great time
to contact your local schools to en-
courage them to have their students
read the books and vote for their fa-
vorites.

Each year committees of school and

2]

AlA

Louisiana Young Readers’ Choice
Award Program for 2008 Enters

Ninth Year

public librarians select recent books
to be on the two ballots: 15 titles ap-
propriate for students in grades 3-5
and 15 titles appropriate for students
in grades 6-8. Students may read or
listen to three or more of the books
on the ballot and vote for their fa-
vorites. Tallies of the student votes
are due to the State Library of Loui-
siana from the schools by February
1, 2008.

Detailed information about the pro-
gram is available on the State Li-
brary web site www.state.lib.la.us.
Click on Center for the Book, then
LA Young Readers’ Choice. The site
includes a time line, Power Point
presentations and Study Guides for

- the titles.

Materials to promote the 2008 pro-
gram are available to libraries and
schools free of charge. Promotional
materials include posters, book-
marks, ballot notepads, seals for
the award-winner books and small
labels to put on the 2008 nominees.
An online order form is available on
the web site. Your assistance in get-
ting the word out about this terrific
program is greatly appreciated.

The Louisiana Young Readers’
Choice Award is a reading enrich-
ment program of the Louisiana
Center for the Book in the State Li-
brary of Louisiana underwritten by
Capital One with additional support
from Perma-Bound Books.

See Page 8 for Ballot 2008 Grades 3-5
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