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SUMMARY 

Take an exciting ride through space on the pages of this book. With paintings and rhyme, the author leads the reader on a journey through the wonders and mysteries of the solar system. From planets to comets and from constellations to black holes, after reading this book, you'll never look up at the sky the same way again. 
AWARDS

Kirkus Reviews: Best Children's Books of 2007: 

http://www.kirkusreviews.com/kirkusreviews/images/pdf/Best_Childrens.pdf
AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Douglas Florian is a prolific writer and illustrator of books for young people. Formerly an illustrator for magazines and newspapers, he decided to write children's books to explore his imagination and have more freedom creatively. Most of his books focus on the earth and its various creatures. He received the Lee Bennett Hopkins Poetry Award in 1994 for Beast Feast and won the 2004 Gryphon Award for Children's Literature for Bow Wow Meow Meow: It's Rhyming Cats and Dogs.
Sources of author information: 

· Storybook Art ~ Meet Douglas Florian: http://www.storybookart.com/meet_dflorian.html; Interview with Douglas Florian: http://www.harcourtbooks.com/Comets/interview.asp; Gryphon Award/Center for Children's Books: http://ccb.lis.uiuc.edu/gryphon.html
OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR

· Beast Feast. Harcourt/Voyager. 1994. 48 pages. A collection of humorous poems about such animals as the walrus, anteater, and boa.
· Handsprings. Greenwillow. 2006. 48 pages. A celebration of spring through poems and color paintings.

· Insectlopedia. Harcourt/Voyager. 1998. 48 pages. Presents twenty-one short poems about such insects as the inchworm, termite, cricket, and ladybug.

Source of book summaries: Library of Congress catalog.
RELATED TITLES

· Barron's Junior Rhyming Dictionary. By John Foster; illustrated by Melanie Williamson and Rupert Van Wyk. Barron's Educational Series. 2006. 160 pages.
· Sing of the Earth and Sky: Poems about Our Planet and the Wonders Beyond. By Aileen Fisher; illustrated by Karmen Thompson. Boyds Mills. 2003. 46 pages. Poems about the earth, moon, sun, and stars.
· Space Songs. Poems by Myra Cohn Livingston; paintings by Leonard Everett Fisher. Holiday House. 1998. 31 pages. An illustrated collection of poems about various aspects of outer space.
· Star Walk. Edited by Seymour Simon. Morrow Junior Books. 1995. 1 volume (unpaged). A collection of poetry and photographs about stars and space.
Sources of book summaries: Library of Congress catalog and WorldCat.
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

This book lends itself to a number of classroom connections in a variety of subjects, including science, English, music, and art. It would also be an appropriate tie-in to a journey outside the classroom, such as a field trip to a local planetarium.
Science: 
· The book includes "A Galactic Glossary" of 20 space-related terms that students could learn for a science vocabulary quiz. 
· NASA provides this extensive educator guide for teaching space science: http://image.gsfc.nasa.gov/poetry/NASADocs/sprites00.pdf.
· After studying constellations, it might be fun to have students create their own: http://www.ceismc.gatech.edu/family_learning_nook/Title_Units/UnderGround/supplements/Material/Unit%202%20-%20Create%20a%20Constellation%20Worksheet.pdf and http://www3.delta.edu/planet/teacher_mats/make_const.htm.
· Check out this Solar System Scrambler, which uses space-related vocabulary: http://www3.delta.edu/planet/teacher_mats/scramble1.htm.
English: 
· The book provides opportunities to teach students about different elements of poetry, including rhythm, rhyme, and basic literary conventions such as metaphor (a comet is "a dirty snowball") and simile (gravity is "like a giant cosmic broom"). Have students create their own metaphors and similes about objects in space and construct their own short, rhyming poems about a specific planet or other features of the solar system. Here are some lesson plan ideas about poetry for elementary school children: http://www.poetryzone.ndirect.co.uk/resouce.htm, and here is a site on teaching figurative language for grades 3-5 that can be adapted for use with this book: http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=115.

· Here's a space poetry writing activity: http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_5260000/newsid_5263300/5263338.stm.
· The book explains the origins of the planet's names. Use this tie-in to introduce students to certain gods and goddesses in Greek and Roman mythology. This site provides information on planet names and their relation to mythology: http://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/questions/question48.html.
Music: 
· A CD entitled "To Touch the Stars: A Musical Celebration of Space Exploration" is available to educators as a free digital download: http://www.prometheus-music.com/space.html; lyrics & liner notes are available here: http://www.prometheus-music.com/print/TTTS_Booklet.pdf.
Art: 
· Douglas Florian uses both collage and watercolor in his illustrations. Instruct students about these artistic methods. Here are some lesson plan ideas related to watercolor: http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/Files/water.htm, and here is a lesson plan for collage: http://www.sdmart.org/pix/education/collages.pdf. Have students create their own artistic interpretations of space using these techniques on paper. 
· For a three-dimensional artistic project, have students construct and decorate the models of the planet of their choice with words from Florian's poem about that planet. Hang the completed planets on display in the classroom.
· The art of photography can be explored by studying these amazing photographs of Earth taken from space: http://www.boston.com/bigpicture/2009/01/earth_observed.html.
· This link explains how students can create "glow-in-the-dark" planet charts: http://www.col-ed.org/cur/sci/sci08.txt; here is a project where students can make models of Saturn out of their old CDs: http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/en/kids/cassini_make2.shtml; and here are instructions for how to make a galactic mobile: http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/en/kids/galex_make2.shtml.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What is the first thing you notice when you look up at the night sky?

2. Why do some people say the moon looks like it's made of cheese?

3. Which do you think is closer to Earth, the moon or the sun?

4. What is it about Earth that makes it suitable for human life?

5. Why do you think stars twinkle?

6. Why do astronauts float inside their space shuttles?

7. If someday humans were to start a colony on the moon, would you volunteer to be one of the first inhabitants? Why or why not?

8. Do you think there is life on other planets? If so, do you think we will ever make contact?
WEB SITES
Book and Author
· Official Site: Comets, Stars, the Moon, and Mars 

http://www.harcourtbooks.com/Comets/default.asp
The publisher's official site for the book includes a link to an interview with the author and a downloadable poetry kit.

· Poetry Kit

http://www.harcourtbooks.com/Images/PDF/ActivityKit/Poetry_Kit_2007.zip
This kit includes "Practical Poetry Pointers" by Douglas Florian and "Artist/Author at a Glance: Douglas Florian," in which the author explains his background as an artist and poet; includes a bibliography of his other works.
· Author Focus

http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/publishing/booklinks/resources/florianhtml.cfm
This site includes information on Florian's background, reviews of several of his works, an interview, and teaching suggestions for use with his books.

· Kids Wings

http://suzyred.com/2008comets.html
This site provides numerous educational ideas for use with this book.

Related Topics


Space

· Star Child: A Learning Center for Young Astronauts

http://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/StarChild.html
This is a NASA site for children about space. It contains information about specific planets, the solar system, and the universe.
Star Child: Teacher's Center
http://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/teachers/teachers.html
This section of Star Child provides lesson plans and classroom activities.
· Space Place

http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/en/kids/
This is another NASA site for kids. It features games, projects, animations, and "amazing facts."

Space Place: Teacher's Corner
http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/en/educators/
This section of Space Place includes resources specifically designed for use in the classroom, including activities and printable images of Earth and space.
· Louisiana Art & Science Museum / Irene M. Pennington Planetarium

http://www.lasm.org/planetarium/about.shtml
This is the Irene M. Pennington Planetarium's official site. 

Poetry

· National Poetry Month

http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/k_2theme/poetry.htm
This site from Scholastic features poetry activities for elementary school students that can be used not only during National Poetry Month but throughout the year.
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