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Classroom Connections:
1. History: Why does Seth’s family move to Galveston? 

2. History: How does Seth interact with Ezra, Josiah, Toby & other black characters in the story? How is this different from the way that other men in the story interact with them? 

3. Civics/History: Why does it take so long for supplies to reach Galveston after the storm?

4. Social Studies: Why does Seth’s father go to work on the bridge? Is he trying to get away from something else?

5. History: Are Uncle Nate and Ben ever located?  Why do Seth and the rest of the family stop searching for them?

6. History: What happens when the city tries to dump the bodies of the dead into the ocean? 

Discussion Questions:

Divide the class into groups and have each group present an answer to one of the following questions. 

1. After the storm, Thomas and Ezra insist on keeping Seth and Josiah close to the house. Why? What does “martial law” mean, and why does it scare citizens?

2. Does Seth forgive his father for “running off”? Why or why not? Are he and his father the same people they were before the storm? 

3. Why doesn’t Josiah call Seth by his first name? Why does he refuse to when Seth asks him to?

4. Who is Sarah Louise Ellison? What does she mean to Seth? What does she symbolize? 

5. What parallels can you draw between this storm and the Hurricanes Katrina and Rita? Do the events of those two recent hurricanes show a significant change in how vulnerable communities are affected by hurricanes in the last 100 years? Why or why not? Think about the aid in recovery, the work, the structure of the cities and how race factors into the equation. 

6. Seth escapes being forced into labor but Josiah does not. Ezra and Thomas also express worry about Josiah being shot for looting, even though he is not a looter. Why don’t Thomas and Ezra worry about Seth as much as they worry about Josiah?

Websites

Interview with Marian Hale
http://cynthialeitichsmith.blogspot.com/2007/02/author-interview-marian-hale-on-dark.html
Interview with author Marian Hale. Includes information on her research for Dark Water Rising, her other books, and advice for young readers looking to embark upon a career in writing. 

Henry Holt Children's Books
http://www.henryholtchildrensbooks.com/authordetails.asp?ID=Hale
Detailed author biography from official publisher website. Includes links to other sites featuring reviews for YA novels. 

History about the Galveston Storm
http://www.1900storm.com/
Educational resource about the 1900 Galveston storm maintained by the Galveston County Daily News and the City of Galveston 1900 Storm Committee. Includes primary personal accounts, historical information, and photographs of the storm’s aftermath from the Texas State Library archives. 

NPR Report about the Galveston Hurricane
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4839530
Written report from NPR’s website about the history of natural disaster in the United States. Tracks hurricanes from the 1900 Galveston Hurricane to Hurricane Katrina and draws parallels. 
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