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Grades 6-8

Escaping into the Night by D. Dina Friedman. Simn & Schuster Books, Inc. 2006. 199 pages. 

Classroom Connections:

1. History: How did Halina and her mother end up in the Polish ghetto? How many people share their apartment? How does Halina escape the ghetto? 

2. History: Halina’s mother describes herself as an atheist, but they are they persecuted as Jews. How does the Nazi regime define a “Jew” or any other group they persecute? 

3. Social Studies: Who is the leader of the camp? What are the internal problems of the camp? How do Halina and Reuven adjust to it? 

4. Social Studies: Why does Reuven insist upon finding his brothers and waiting for Halina? Is it foolish of him to do so? Why or why not?

5. History: The encampment that Reuven, Halina and Byatal find themselves in must defend itself against Germans, bandits, civilians with German loyalties, and excessive exploitation at the hands of the Russians. How does this encampment survive with so many enemies? 

6. History: What is “the pit”? Do many of the refugees that escape from the ghetto know the extent of the atrocities Nazis have committed against Jews? How can you tell? 

Discussion Questions: 

Divide the class into groups and have each group present an answer to one of the following questions. 

1. Who is Georg? Why doesn’t Halina know anything about her father? She says that her mother often chided her for being “part peasant” – what does her mother mean? Are upper class definitions of “peasants” in any way similar to the Nazi definition of “Jews”? 

2. How do Halina and Batya end up going on their journey with the three brothers? Would Max and Abel have had a better chance of survival if the two groups had not been paired together? How does each character come to define the meaning of family during the war? 

3. Why does Moskin shoot Grolsky? How do the struggles to survive within the camp mirror the struggles of the world outside the camp? 

4. Halina and her mother are forced to go to Poland as Polish Jews even though Halina has spent most of her life in Berlin. Why are they sent to Poland? Where do they go once they get back to Poland, and what happens to them once they are forced into the Norwogrodek ghetto? 

5. How do other characters in the story react to the encampment? Do the Fiozmans adapt as well as Halina does? Who does Mrs. Fiozman remind Halina of? 

6. Many of the characters in Escaping the Night have to make difficult choices in terms of self-preservation and the struggle to protect family members and other Jewish people. How do the characters in the book deal with these choices?

Activities

Have students research the following terms and present their findings.

1. Zemylianka or Zemilianka
2. Jewish Partisan

3. Soviet Partisan

4. Judenrat

5. Armia Krajowa

6. Zegota

Websites

DDinaFriedman.com
1. http://www.ddinafriedman.com/
This is the author’s official website. It includes reviews, discussion questions, and links to websites about historical events that inspired Escaping into the Night. There is also an author biography, links to interviews with the author and a setiond evoted to the author’s blog. 

Book Reviews
2. http://www.supportlibrary.com/nl/users/aurora/web/nl_17.html
Links to reviews from Publisher’s Weekly and School Library Journal.

Time Out: New York KIDS Book Review
3. http://www.timeout.com/newyork/kids/articles/books/10236/escaping-into-the-night
This is a review of the novel from Time Out: New York KIDS. 

JewishPartisans.org
4. http://www.jewishpartisans.org/
This is the website for the Jewish Partisan Educational Foundation, a foundation created with the intent to educate students about the Jewish Partisan resistance during WWII. It includes a curriculum guide and possible study questions for teachers who are interested in educating their students about this movement. 

Florida Holocaust Museum Resources
http://www.flholocaustmuseum.org/history_wing/resistance/index.cfm
This is the website for Florida Holocaust Museum, and includes information about the resistance army lead by Tuvia Bielski and his encampment of escapees from the Norwogrodek ghetto. Tuvia Bielski and his camp are the man inspiration for the character of Molskin and the camp in Escaping Into the Night.
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