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SUMMARY 

The very energetic fourth graders of Aesop Elementary School meet their match when Mr. Jupiter is hired to be their teacher. Follow the students' on their journey with this one-of-a-kind teacher as they not only study school subjects but learn valuable life lessons during one hilarious and unforgettable school year.
AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY

A lifelong storyteller, Candace Fleming is fascinated by American history. She lives in Illinois and has written many critically acclaimed books for young people, both fiction and nonfiction. If she could sit down with any three historical figures, she would choose Benjamin Franklin, Mary Lincoln, and Eleanor Roosevelt. 
Sources of author information: 

· http://www.candacefleming.com (author's official site)
· http://www.rif.org/readingplanet/bookzone/content/fleming.mspx (interview)
OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR

· Boxes for Katje. Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 2003. 1 vol. (unpaged). After a young Dutch girl writes to her new American friend in thanks for the care package sent after World War II, she begins to receive increasingly larger boxes.
· Ben Franklin's Almanac: Being a True Account of the Good Gentleman's Life. Atheneum Books for Young Readers. 2003. 120 pages. Brings together eighteenth century etchings, artifacts, and quotations to create the effect of a scrapbook of the life of Benjamin Franklin.
· Gabriella's Song. Atheneum Books for Young Readers. 1997. 1 vol. (unpaged). A young girl finds music all around her as she walks about the city of Venice, Italy, and she shares her song with everyone she meets.
· The Greatest Skating Race: a World War II Story from the Netherlands. Margaret K. McElderry Books. 2004. 44 pages. During World War II in the Netherlands, a ten-year-old boy's dream of skating in a famous race allows him to help two children escape to Belgium by ice skating past German soldiers and other enemies.
Source of book summaries: Library of Congress Catalog.
RELATED TITLES

· A Necklace of Raindrops and Other Stories. By Joan Aiken; illustrated by Kevin Hawkes. Alfred A. Knopf. 2001. 84 pages. These eight stories, most of which include a bit of magic, include tales of a wishing mat, an enormous cat, and a very strange house.
· The Tale of Tales. By Tony Mitton; illustrated by Peter Bailey. Peter Fickley Books. 2004. 106 pages. On their way to Volcano Valley to hear "The Tale of Tales," Monkey, Elephant, and other animal friends tell each other stories as they walk along.

· Squids Will Be Squids: Fresh Morals, Beastly Fables. By Jon Scieszka & Lane Smith; designed by Molly Leach. Viking. 1998. 1 vol. (unpaged). Contemporary fables with tongue-in-cheek morals address such topics as homework, curfews, and television commercials.
· Gooney, the Fabulous. By Lois Lowry. Houghton Mifflin. 2007. 94 pages. Gooney Bird Greene takes charge of a class project as she and her fellow students in Mrs. Pidgeon's class learn about fables by each making up their own based on an animal that begins with the same letter as their first name.
· Sideways Stories from Wayside School.  By Louis Sachar. Follett. 1978.  141 pages. Humorous episodes from the classroom on the thirtieth floor of Wayside School, which was accidentally built with one classroom on each story. 
Source of book summaries: Library of Congress Catalog.
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

This book lends itself to a number of classroom connections in a variety of subjects, including social studies, language arts, music, art, drama, and science.
Social Studies: 

· This classroom guide for the book suggests researching cultural folklore from different countries: http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers/catalog/display.pperl?isbn=9780375836725&view=tg.
Language Arts: 

· This classroom guide for the book offers suggestions for activities appropriate for language arts class, including vocabulary words, writing a contemporary fable, discussion questions that can be explored in writing assignments, and finding a newspaper article containing a moral: http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers/catalog/display.pperl?isbn=9780375836725&view=tg.
· This teacher's guide from the author's website for the book outlines the details of a classroom activity based on exploring the moral of a story or fable that would be suitable for language arts class: http://www.candacefleming.com/pdf/CGfabled.pdf.
· The school librarian, Miss Paige Turner, calls Dewey Decimal Classification "humankind's single greatest achievement" and teaches Mr. Jupiter's class about it. Take students to the school library and use this lesson plans for ideas on introducing them to this system: http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/02/lp261-02.shtml.
· Mr. Jupiter has students named Ashlee, Ashleigh, and Ashley. Tie these examples into a lesson on homophones. This in-depth lesson plan offers activity ideas for homophone instruction: http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=284.
· One of the students spontaneously recites poetry. One type of poem he knows is a limerick. Here is a lesson plan on teaching limericks: http://www.readinga-z.com/poetry/lesson_plans/limerick/limerick_print.html.
· Mr. Jupiter stages a poetry recitation contest. Consider staging one in your classroom or getting students involved in Poetry Out Loud: National Recitation Contest: http://www.poetryoutloud.org/.
· Jackie gives an exciting recitation of "Casey at the Bat"; here's a lesson plan for teaching this poem: http://www.lessonplanspage.com/LACaseyAtBat5.htm.  Don’t forget a parody of that famous poem called, “Casey Back at Bat” is also on this year’s LYRC 3-5th grade list.  This could be a nice segue into reading that book next.  
Music: 

· The students in the book perform "The Battle Hymn of the Republic" in music class. See this Library of Congress American Memory site for information on the song's background: http://memory.loc.gov/diglib/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.200000003/default.html; 
· Here is a site with a lesson plan on teaching this song: http://www.eduref.org/Virtual/Lessons/Arts/Music/MUS0223.html.
Art: 

· This teacher's guide for the book provides instructions for an artistic activity in which students create a cartoon about the moral of a fable or story. It includes a related worksheet: http://www.candacefleming.com/pdf/CGfabled.pdf.
· This classroom guide for the book suggests having students create a poster as an artistic interpretation of their favorite fable from the book: http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers/catalog/display.pperl?isbn=9780375836725&view=tg.
Drama: 

· This teacher's guide for the book suggests acting out a play or skit based on the moral of a story or fable; it also includes drama-based activities on storytelling and reader's theater: http://www.candacefleming.com/pdf/CGfabled.pdf.
· This classroom guide for the book includes a drama activity, in which students create and perform a short play based on one of the book's fables and one for playing pantomime performance games based on the fables: http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers/catalog/display.pperl?isbn=9780375836725&view=tg.
Science: 
· In the book, Victoria has bad breath. Here's a lesson plan on bad breath and other dental hygiene issues: http://www.eduref.org/Virtual/Lessons/Health/Body_Systems_and_Senses/BSS0011.html.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. When Mr. Jupiter arrives for the first day of class, his new students are behaving very wildly. How does Mr. Jupiter react to their behavior? Why do you think he responds this way? Do you think it helps or hurts him as he builds a relationship with them, and why?

2. When Miss Paige Turner meets Mr. Jupiter for the first time, she notices that she looks the same on the outside but feels like a new person on the inside. What do you think she means by this? Why do you think she has such a strong reaction to meeting him? Have you ever met anyone who made you feel like a new person? If so, explain what happened.
3. When Calvin feels challenged by multiplication tables, he wishes he could return to kindergarten. When Mr. Jupiter grants his wish, is going back what Calvin expected? Would you ever like to return to kindergarten, even if just for a day? Why or why not? Can you think of examples from your life that fit the expression, "Be careful what you wish for—it might come true"?
4. Jackie is worried she'll never memorize her poem and tackles it by memorizing it one line at a time. What are examples of times you've felt overwhelmed about a task you were facing and wondered how you'd ever accomplish it? Did you discover, like Jackie, that "slow and steady wins the race," or did another tactic work for you?
Additional discussion questions:

· Teacher's Guide for The Fabled Fourth Graders of Aesop Elementary School
http://www.randomhouse.com/catalog/teachers_guides/9780375836725.pdf
See this teacher's guide from the publisher for several discussion questions about the book. 

· Classroom Guide
http://www.candacefleming.com/pdf/CGfabled.pdf
The classroom guide for the book on the author's official site offers additional discussion questions.
WEB SITES
Book and Author

· Candace Fleming
http://www.candacefleming.com
This is the author's official site. It features a bibliography, biography, a calendar of appearances, numerous classroom guides for her books, and a link for contacting her.

· Classroom Guide

http://candacefleming.com/pdf/CGfabled.pdf
This is a classroom guide for the book on the author's official site.

· Teacher's Guide

http://www.randomhouse.com/catalog/teachers_guides/9780375836725.pdf
This is a teacher's guide for the book from the publisher.
· Candace Fleming: Video Interview
http://www.readingrockets.org/books/interviews/flemingc
This is a video interview with the author. It includes an interview transcript and a section about what inspired her to write The Fabled Fourth Graders of Aesop Elementary School. 

Related Topics


Aesop's Fables
· Aesop's Fables
http://www.umass.edu/aesop/index.php
This site features artistic interpretations of Aesop's fables by university students using computer animation.

· Aesop's Fables: Online Collection
http://aesopfables.com/
This site includes more than 600 fables and their morals. Many feature audio and images. 

· Aesop's Fables

http://www.kidcrosswords.com/kidreader/aesops_fables/aesops_fables_table.htm
This site contains two games related to Aesop's Fables, a word search, and a crossword puzzle, as well as interactive fables where students can select what they think is the moral of the story.
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