The Fabulous Fourth Graders of Aesop Elementary School, Candace Fleming
We all know about THAT CLASS. Yes, you know the one I mean. The class that everyone who has taught them talks about in the teacher’s lounge, the one that ever since kindergarten has had a reputation for being very hard to deal with if not downright (whisper) “bad.” The class that tried every teacher’s patience, was hard to discipline, had a larger than usual number of clowns in the group, and in general made the teacher wonder why she or he ever got into education anyway. Unfortunately, the school was so small there was only one class at each grade level so the principal couldn’t separate the trouble makers. The teachers try to put a positive spin on it, calling them “precocious,” “high-energy,” and “robust.” Only the lunchroom manager has the nerve to say “naughty!”
School is starting tomorrow and the principal has a dilemma: the class’s reputation is so bad no one wants to teach them. When the globe-trotting, Mayan-ceremonial-robe-wearing Mr. Jupiter arrives and offers to teach the class, the principal is dubious but after learning he attended this very school she hires him on the spot. Mr. Jupiter, unlike all their previous teachers, appears to appreciate their sense of humor and jokes and even makes his own. In funny, short vignettes, Fleming takes us through this adventurous school year with the very unusual teacher who helps each student experience the moral lesson he or she needs while learning and having fun and in the end, learns a lesson himself.
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