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O'Connor, Barbara. How to Steal a Dog: A Novel. New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2007. 

SUMMARY:  Georgina Hayes has been living in a car with her brother and her mother ever since they got evicted from their apartment, and it’s starting to affect her schoolwork and her friendships.  Georgina’s mother is juggling two jobs to try and save up enough money to move into a house, but Georgina is getting impatient.  When she sees a missing dog poster with a reward of five hundred dollars, she hatches a plan that will solve her family’s problems:  Georgina is going to steal a dog, and then collect the reward money.  But her plan doesn’t go off without a few stumbling blocks.
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS:

Language Arts:
Vocabulary:  

· Students can learn the following vocabulary words from the book:
Chapter 1:  unkempt; Chapter 3:  hedge, scrawny; Chapter 5: Laundromat; chapter 8:  holler; Chapter 10: liable; Chapter 12: chandelier, rummaged; Chapter 13:  hightailed

Writing:

· Have students write their own step by step “How To” guide, similar to Georgina’s.
· Have students write their own motto, like Mookie’s mottoes (“Sometimes the trail you leave behind you is more important than the path ahead of you.” And, “Sometimes the more you stir it, the worse it stinks.”)  (p. 132 & 134)
· Students can write an essay about their responsibility to help people in need.  
Aesop’s Fables:  On page 46, Georgina remembers an Aesop fable that her teacher read to them in school.
· Aesop’s Fables Online:  http://www.elook.org/literature/aesop/fables/ and http://www.aesopfables.com/
· Aesop’s Fables 2001:  Students will take one of Aesop’s fables and adapt it to fit modern life.  They will present their fables as PowerPoint presentations:  http://www.swlauriersb.qc.ca/english/edservices/pedresources/webquest/aesop/index.html  
· Up-to-date Aesop:  Similar lesson: http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/02/lp279-03.shtml
· Writing an Original Fable:  Students will write original fables and perform them as skits: http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/content/2219/
· Morality “Tails” East and West: Students will compare Aesop’s fables to traditional Jakata tales.  (Note:  Jakata tales are related to Buddhism):  http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=593
Social Studies
Homelessness:

· Great Online Lesson Plans on Homelessness to Use in Your Classroom:  http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/homeless/resources/onlinplan.pdf
· Homeless in America: Students will develop an understanding of what it means to be homeless and why people become homeless.  (Note: the videos linked to in the lesson plan require RealPlayer and audio).  http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/teachers/lp_homeless.html
· Fact Sheets for Students:  http://www.endhomelessness.org/content/article/detail/1152
· Homeless Education Online Lesson Plans:
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/homeless/pdf/Lesson_Plan_Links.pdf
· Lesson Plan on Poverty:  Students will examine the ethical issues regarding society’s treatment of the poor and homeless.  
http://www.un.org/works/goingon/poverty/lessonplan_poverty.html
Science
Volcanoes:  In the book, Georgina’s report on volcanoes doesn’t go over so well with her classmates and teacher.

· Make Your Own Volcano:  Students can make their own erupting volcano in the classroom or at home: http://library.thinkquest.org/J001393/volcanoes/directions.htm or http://www.consrv.ca.gov/CGS/information/kids_geozone/Pages/make_your_own_volcano.aspx
Art

· Students can create their own missing dog poster to display in the classroom.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1)  Georgina’s idea to steal a dog seems like a bad idea from the beginning.  What are some other things that Georgina could have done instead of stealing a dog?
2)  Mookie tells Georgina that he has two mottos.  “Sometimes the trail you leave behind you is more important than the path ahead of you,” and, “Sometimes the more you stir it, the worse it stinks.”  Explain what these mottos mean in your own words.
3)  Carmella lives by a Gone with the Wind philosophy, to worry about things tomorrow instead of today.   Do you think this is a good way to live?  Why or why not?
4)  Suppose you were in Georgina’s shoes, how would you have behaved differently than her in school, or towards your mother?  Can you understand why she did the things she did?
5)  At the end of the novel, Carmella says to Georgina, “I guess bad times can make a person do bad things.”  Do you believe this is true?  Why or why not?  
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