JIM LIMBER DAVIS:  A BLACK ORPHAN IN THE CONFEDERATE WHITE HOUSE
RICKEY PITTMAN
LOUISIANA YOUNG READERS’ CHOICE NOMINEE 2010

GRADES 3-5

Submitted by Kimberly Callais, Student, LSU School of Library and Information Science,

Baton Rouge, LA

Pittman, Rickey and Judith Hierstein.  Jim Limber Davis: a Black orphan in the Confederate White House.  Gretna, LA:  Pelican Publishing Co., 2007.  

SUMMARY:  Jim Limber Davis, a free black orphan, was rescued from his abusive guardian by Varina Davis, the First Lady of the Confederacy.  He was five years old, and was welcomed into the Davis home as a member of their family.  He lived there until the Confederacy fell and Union soldiers stormed the Confederate White House and took him away from the Davis family.  His story is one of the greatest mysteries of the Civil War.
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS:

Social Studies:

Civil War:
· Civil War Songs:  Students investigate the music of the Civil War and explore how music can express feelings by studying the lyrics of Civil War songs.  (Lyrics can be found here http://www.civilwarpoetry.org/music/index.html):
(Modified from:  http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/00-2/lp2011.shtml
· Civil War Recipes:  Students prepare foods that were part of a Civil War Soldiers diet.  This requires an oven: http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/00-2/lp2001.shtml
· Life During the Civil War Era:  Students use historical resources to paint a picture of what life was like during the Civil War:  http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/00-2/lp2002.shtml
· Older students can use actual journals or diaries of real people of the Civil War era to guide journal writing. Such resources can be found on The American Civil War Homepage.  Scroll down to section B: Private/Personal Documents:  http://sunsite.utk.edu/civil-war/warweb.html#letters    
· One Lesson, “The Civil War Through Our Eyes,” students create a poster with a program called Macromedia Fireworks.  This program is not necessary for this lesson; students can use Microsoft Publisher or Word to create a poster.
· A Flag Divided:  Students learn about the flags of the Union and the Confederacy, discuss the symbolism of the flags, and create flags of their own:  http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/00-2/lp2010.shtml
· We Must Not Be Enemies: Lincoln’s First Inagural Address:  Students will understand the historical signficiance of Lincoln’s inaugural address (links to text included on the website): http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=246
· Civil War Bingo:  Students create a bingo game based on US History and The Battle of Stones River:  http://www.nps.gov/stri/forteachers/upload/lesson_civilwarbingo.pdf
· Deciphering Morse Code:  Students write and decode messages using Morse Code:  
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/00-2/lp2012.shtml ; Morse Code Alphabet:  http://ling.ucsc.edu/~hank/morseabc.html
· This lesson contains a link to a Morse Code Translator, which allows the user to type in a message and it is then played in Morse Code:  http://morsecode.scphillips.com/jtranslator.html
· Consider a field trip to a museum that features civil war memorabilia, a historical civil war site, or even tour a local plantation.  Check around to see what points of interest you have in your area.  In Baton Rouge there is the Louisiana State Museum: http://lsm.crt.state.la.us/br/br.htm that features a Civil War section and real Civil War submarine.  The State Department of Culture Recreation and Tourism lists its state historic sites here: http://www.crt.state.la.us/parks/ihistoricsiteslisting.aspx.  Many of these sites are associated with the Civil War.  
Slavery:
· The Underground Railroad:  Three Perspectives:  Students study a map of the Underground Railroad and assume the roles of three different participants (slave, slave  catcher, and conductor).  Site contains background information, maps, and essays: http://www.slaveryinamerica.org/history/hs_lp_ugrr.htm
· What was Slavery in America? Gives students background knowledge on slavery in America.  Site contains links to slave narratives: http://www.slaveryinamerica.org/amliterature/amlit_lp_ya_whatwasslavery.htm
· Lesson Plans on American Slavery:  Contains lessons on slave narratives, comparisons of slavery in American to Antiquity, and free blacks.  Lessons contain suggested readings, but are all-inclusive: http://www.usnationalslaverymuseum.org/pdf/lesson_plans_watermark.pdf
· Slave Narratives: Students will interpret oral histories and summarize the life of a slave:   http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=364
Language Arts:


Creative Writing:

· The Matthew Brady Bunch:  Students sort through Civil War photographs and write a newspaper article bringing the photograph to life:  http://memory.loc.gov/learn/lessons/98/brady/home.html
· Have students write a letter to Jim Limber Davis expressing their feelings about his story.
Vocabulary:


· Words I Need to Know: Vocabulary lesson on terms in the book: 
Orphan
Confederate/Confederacy
Whirligig
Guardian
Yankee
Conference
Cavalry
Slave
Free 
Kidnap
Math:

· The Cost of War:  Students look at a chart of the number of deaths from the Civil War and interpret the numbers: http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/00-2/lp2005.shtml
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

Please see the Websites section at the end of this guide for an official study guide from the publisher.

1)  Why do you think that Varina Davis stopped to help Jim Limber?  If you were in her position, what would you have done?
2)  Do you think that Jim Limber had a good life with the Davis family?  Why or why not?  What parts of the story talk about how life was for Jim with the Davis family?
3)  Jim Limber Davis lived in the South, yet he was not a slave.  What did this mean for Jim?  Do you think people treated him differently because he was free?  Why or why not?
4)  Do you think that Jim Limber should have been allowed to stay with the Davis family?  Why or why not?
5)  Why did the Union soldiers tell people that Jim Limber was Jefferson Davis’ slave?  
6)  Do you believe that this is a true story?  Why or Why not?
WEBSITES:

Study Guide
http://www.pelicanpub.com/SGuides/Limber_guide.pdf
**Official study guide from Rickey Pittman and Pelican Publishing Company.
Civil War Historical Fiction
http://www.proteacher.org/a/44204_Civil_War_Historical_Fiction.html
A list of historical fiction novels set during the Civil War.

The Underground Railroad:  Escape from Slavery
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/bhistory/underground_railroad/
An interactive website where students can follow an escaped slave along the Underground Railroad.  
Slavery In America
http://www.slaveryinamerica.org/
A website created in support of the PBS series, Slavery in America
The Museum of the Confederacy
http://www.moc.org/site/PageServer
The website for the Museum of the Confederacy
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