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SUMMARY:  14-year-old Joseph Calderaro has a pretty typical life that is turned on its side after an assigned essay on his heritage from his social studies teacher.  He struggles with his identity as a Korean-born child adopted by an Italian family in New Jersey.  Unsure of what to write about, and reluctant to ask his parents for help, Joseph pretends that his grandfather was an Olympic marathon runner, and his ancestry essay wins an award.  His lie doesn’t stay hidden for long, however, and he must fight to keep his reputation as a good kid, while beginning a search for his birth family.

AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY:  Rose Kent’s inspiration for this novel was her adopted son, who is also Korean.  She is a Navy veteran who lives in New York.  Kimchi & Calamari is her first book.  Her next novel, Rocky Road will be released in 2010.  

Author information from:  http://www.rosekent.com/about.html
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Rocky Road.  New York:  Harper Collins, 2010.
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS:

Social Studies:
Korea:
· Acting Out Belief: Learning about Korean Holidays:  Students research different Korean holidays and write letters 
http://www.askasia.org/teachers/lessons/plan.php?no=23&era=&grade=&geo=
· Journalist on Assignment: Understanding Korea:  Students study two photos from urban and rural Korea (from a Google image search, photos similar to these:  http://www.worldofstock.com/closeups/PFR2237.php or http://student.britannica.com/eb/art-9365/Village-on-Cheju-Island-South-Korea).  Have students write an essay response to the images, comparing the images to their lives.  

      (Modified from:     
      http://www.askasia.org/teachers/lessons/plan.php?no=91&era=&grade=&geo=)
· Korean Belief Systems: Students compare two different Korean religious belief systems.  This link contains background reading:
http://www.askasia.org/teachers/lessons/plan.php?no=89&era=&grade=&geo=
· Some schools may be sensitive to exploring other religious beliefs.  Please take your school’s particular needs into consideration when deciding to use this activity.

· Korean Geography:  Where in the World Are We?  Students compare the size and location of Korea to different countries.  This link contains background reading:
http://www.askasia.org/teachers/lessons/plan.php?no=86&era=&grade=&geo=
Family Tree
· Students can create their own family tree, going up as far as they can trace it.  Here are templates that extend to great-grandparents:  http://www.teachnet.com/graphics/how-to/familytree.gif and here:  http://www.scholastic.com/familymatters/parentguides/winter/tree.pdf
Heritage
· Heritage Lesson Plan:  Students choose a country related to a family member and research it.  Assignments include writing a report on their chosen country, creating a map and a flag for their country, and a travel poster:
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/Schools/travilahes/pfheritage/heritagelp.html
· Where I Come From:  Students take information they learned from researching their family tree and find out what is happening in those countries today:
http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=309
Adoption

· Adoption University:  This is a two-day lesson that includes activities, vocabulary lessons, and discussions about adoption for 6th – 8th grade students: 
http://adoption.nchs.org/adoptionprocess/adoptionEducation/index.asp#
Language Arts:
· Family Essay:  Give students the same family essay assignment that Joseph receives in the book.  
· Oral History:  Have students come up with 5 questions to ask a grandparent or other relatives about where their family comes from.  Explain to the students the importance of taking notes.  Students can then create a booklet about their family to share with the class.  

Art:
· Image of Your Heritage:  The cover of the novel is a bowl of spaghetti with chopsticks in it, representing Joseph’s two heritages.  Have students create an image to represent their family heritage.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1)  In the novel, Joseph often refers to himself as an “Ethnic Sandwich.”  What do you think this means?  Can it only be applied to adopted children?  Have you ever felt like an “Ethnic Sandwich?”  Explain.
2)  Why does Joseph have such a hard time on his family history essay?  Why did he make up a story instead of writing about his family?  
3)  Joseph turns to the Internet to find out some information about Korea to help him write his essay.  What should Joseph have done instead of turning to his computer?  What would he done without the Internet?
4)  There are a lot of references to food in the book.  Some chapter titles are “Pouring on the Gravy,” and “Shrimp Connection.”  What is it about food that makes it so important?
5)  Joseph, like a lot of teenagers, has a problem finding his identity and being comfortable with who he is.  Have you found your identity; are you comfortable with who you are?  If so, how did you discover identity and what did you do to become comfortable and confident about who you are?  If not, what do you think would help you?
6)   In the novel, Joseph’s father gives him a corno, or golden horn, which Italian men wear to ward of the malocchio.  Is there anything in your family like this?  What are some items that different cultures use to ward off bad spirits?  Why was Joseph so resistant to the corno at first? What did it represent to him?
WEBSITES:

Korean Food:  Kimchi
http://www.lifeinkorea.com/Food/food.cfm?Subject=kimchi
Contains photos and descriptions of the different types of Kimchi.

Rose Kent
http://www.rosekent.com/
Rose Kent’s official website.

Teacher’s Guide to Adoption:
http://www.familyhelper.net/ad/adteach.html
Contains resources for teachers on adoption; would be a good resource to have if students are curious about adoption.  

What is Calamari?
http://homecooking.about.com/od/cookingfaqs/f/faqcalamari.htm
Answers questions about calamari and includes links to recipes.
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