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SUMMARY 

A twelve-year-old boy has no idea what's in store for him when his grandmother gives him a lawn mower for his birthday. What starts as a simple plan to mow lawns for cash quickly unfolds into success beyond all expectations.  Readers will follow this young entrepreneur through his exciting encounters with a stockbroker, a prizefighter, and more cash than he can count during the wildest and wealthiest summer of his life.
AUTHOR'S BIOGRAPHY

Gary Paulsen carries books, his laptop, paper, and pens with him wherever he goes. He traveled with a carnival as a teenager and is a former dog sledder. The recipient of the prestigious Margaret A. Edwards Award in 1997, Paulsen is the author of several Newbery Honor books and is one of the most prolific and beloved writers of books for young people today.
Source of author information: http://www.randomhouse.com/features/garypaulsen/about.html
OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR
· Dogteam. Illus. by Ruth Wright Paulsen. Delacorte. 1993. 1 volume (unpaged). Portrays the excitement, the danger, and the beauty of a night run.
· The Winter Room. Orchard Books. 1989. 103 pages. A young boy growing up on a northern Minnesota farm describes the scenes around him and recounts his old Norwegian uncle's tales of an almost mythological logging past.
· Molly McGinty Has a Really Good Day. Wendy Lamb Books. 2004. 105 pages. When supremely organized Molly McGinty loses the notebook she relies on to keep her life in order she spends the day in chaos.
· Worksong. Illus. by Ruth Wright Paulsen. Harcourt. 1997. 1 volume (unpaged). Illustrations and rhyming text depict people doing all kinds of work.
Source of book summaries: Library of Congress Catalog.
RELATED TITLES
· The confe$$ion$ and $ecret$ of Howard J. Fingerhut. By Esther Hershenhorn; illus. by Ethan Long. Holiday House. 2002. 125 pages. Fourth grade entrepreneur Howard J. Fingerhut competes with his classmates to win the H. Marion Muckley Junior Businessperson of the Year Contest and writes a book about the experience.
· Isabel's Car Wa$h. By Sheila Bair; illus. by Judy Stead. Albert Whitman & Co. 2008. 1 vol. (unpaged). To earn money to buy a doll that she wants, Isabel starts a car wash business with money invested by her friends, hoping to make a profit for everyone. Includes information on selling shares in a business.
· Lunch Money by Andrew Clements; illus. by Brian Selznick. Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers. 2005. 224 pages. Twelve-year-old Greg, who has always been good at moneymaking projects, is surprised to find himself teaming up with his lifelong rival, Maura, to create a series of comic books to sell at school.
Sources of book summaries: Library of Congress Catalog.
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

This book lends itself to a number of classroom connections in a variety of subjects, including science, language arts, foreign language, math, art, drama, and music. 
Science: 

· A lawn mower is a simple machine. This lesson plan about simple machines includes information and several simple experiments: http://www.tryengineering.org/lesson_detail.php?lesson=22. It includes links to teacher resource documents and student worksheets.

· This lesson plan, "In Class with Grass," is designed to teach kids about grass: http://www.kidsgardening.com/Dig/DigDetail.taf?ID=1998&Type=Art.

· This site gives a scientific explanation of "how grass works": http://home.howstuffworks.com/grass.htm.
Language Arts: 

· This site has numerous games related to money and investments that would be appropriate for language arts, including jumble activities, crossword puzzles, and word searches: http://www.younginvestor.com/kids/playIt/. (Most of these are printable worksheets; shockwave is required for some games.)

· Have students write a paragraph or short essay on how they think the Lawn Boy's life will unfold after the book ends. What will become of him, Arnold, and Joey Powdermilk? If Gary Paulsen were to write a sequel to this book – or if they could write the sequel – what would the students want it to be about? What would they like to see happen as the story continues?
Foreign Language:

· Students can learn money-related terms in Spanish: http://www.younginvestor.com/pdfs/SayItInSpanish.pdf.
Math:

· This site has numerous games related to money and investments that would be appropriate for math, including games involving different types of currency and computing: http://www.younginvestor.com/kids/playIt/. (Most of these are printable worksheets; shockwave is required some games.)
· This is a Stock Market game that teaches students about investing and other business concepts: http://www.smgww.org/. Includes resources for teachers and might also fit into curricula other than math.
Art: 

· This is an article about painting race car flames on a lawn mower: http://www.diylife.com/2007/12/07/paint-race-car-flames-on-your-lawnmower/. Students can sketch or paint their own lawn mower designs -- either how they think the boy in the book would personalize his lawn mower or how they would personalize their own.

· Grass plays a major role in the book. Here's an art activity in which students paint empty eggshells to look like faces and plant grass as their hair: http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/02/lp259-02.shtml. Faces can be painted to look like different characters in the book.
Drama: 
· This is a reader's theater adaptation of Lawn Boy: http://www.txla.org/groups/tbA/docs/readers/Lawn%20Boy.doc. It's a seven-minute skit with parts for nine different readers and is based on the opening pages of the book.
Music:

· This is a list of economics songs: http://www.kidseconposters.com/econsongs.html. Lyrics are provided, along with suggested tunes of familiar songs to use when singing these songs. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What is the best birthday gift you have ever received? How might you use it to start your own small business like the Lawn Boy did? 

2. What do you think a good name for the Lawn Boy would be? Why? Can you think of another book (or TV show, or movie) where readers (or viewers) don't know the character's name? Why do you think Gary Paulsen chose not to give his book's narrator and hero a name?

3. There's a famous song by the Beatles called "Can't Buy Me Love." The lyrics say, "I don't care too much for money, 'cause money can't buy me love." Do you think the Lawn Boy would agree or disagree with this sentiment? Why? Do you agree or disagree with it? Why?

4. Do you think the Lawn Boy will keep mowing lawns for the rest of his life? Why or why not?

Other discussion questions:

· Association for Texas Professional Educators
http://www.atpe.org/resources/Educators/bookClubQuestions/LawnBoy.pdf
See this list of 10 prepared discussion questions for the book.
WEB SITES
Book and Author

· Gary Paulsen

http://www.randomhouse.com/features/garypaulsen/
The publisher's official site for the author. Features biographical information, interviews, list of current titles, and special information for teachers.
· Lawn Boy
http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/catalog/display.pperl?isbn=9780385746861
The publisher's official site for the book.

Related Topics


Entrepreneurship
· Junior Achievement
http://www.ja.org/involved/involved_students.shtml
This section of the Junior Achievement official site is targeted toward students. Junior Achievement is an educational program that deals with entrepreneurship.

· PBS Kids: It's My Life: Be Your Own Boss

http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/games/boss/
Interactive game on starting your own business.

· PBS Kids: It's My Life: Making Money: Ka-Ching, Ka-Ching!

http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/money/making/index.html
Information about starting a business.

· U.S. Small Business Administration: Teen Link

http://www.sba.gov/teens/
This section of the U.S. Small Business Administration site is geared toward young people and includes information on ideas, finances, and successful young entrepreneurs.

· These Kids Mean Busines$: Student Profiles

http://www.thesekidsmeanbusiness.org/the_inside_story/index.php
Brief profiles on successful young entrepreneurs. 

· PBS Kids: It's My Life: Journal Page
http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/journal/makingmoney_journal.html
Worksheet about ways students can make money.
· Kids Gardening: Starting a Youth Garden Business

http://www.kidsgardening.com/Dig/digdetail.taf?Type=Art&id=2249
A lesson plan on starting a youth garden business that could be tied into the book's story of starting a lawn mowing business.

· Marketplace for Kids

http://www.marketplaceforkids.org/site/images/pdfs/learningguide/FINAL%20MFK%202008-2009%20LG%20Section%2010%20for%20WEBSITE%201-16-09.pdf
Long list of detailed lesson plans related to various facets of entrepreneurship.

Money
· PBS Kids: It's My Life: Money

http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/money/index.html
Site with various types of information about money matters.
· YoungInvestor.com: Teachers / Grades 3-6
http://www.younginvestor.com/teachers/grades3-6/
This site deals with the basics of the Stock Market, investments, savings, and charitable giving. 

· PBS Kids: It's My Life: Mad Money

http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/games/mad_money_flash.html
Interactive game on budgeting. (Flash plug-in required.)

· PBS Kids: It's My Life: Questions for Kids to Ask Parents
· About Making Money: http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/money/making/print_discussion_qs.html
· About Managing Money: http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/money/managing/print_discussion_qs.html
· About Spending Money: http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/money/spendingsmarts/print_discussion_qs.html
· EconEdLink

http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/
Teachers can search this list of lesson plans related to economics by title, grade level, or lesson plan type.
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