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SUMMARY:  Already 21 days old, it’s time for Martina to choose a husband.  Her Cuban grandmother advises her to perform the Coffee Test on all her suitors in order to choose the right one.  As the suitors come by, Martina pours coffee on their shoes to judge their reactions, in order to find her perfect husband.  
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS:

Language Arts

Folktales and Fables:

· Cinderella Folk Tales:  Variations in Character:  Students will look at different countries in which variations on the Cinderella story are found, and will discuss differences in the heroines of the stories and define the essential qualities of a Cinderella tale:   http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=420

· Cinderella Folk Tales:  Variations in Plot and Setting:  Students will list essential plot characteristics in a Cinderella tale, as well as write their own culture specific Cinderella narrative (skateboarding Cinderella, science-fiction Cinderella) with an appropriate plot and setting:  http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=419


· Helpful Animals and Compassionate Humans in Folklore:  Students will define folktales and identify elements of animal stories.  They will also compare and contrast themes of different animal stories:  http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=377

· This lesson contains an outdated link for “Folktales:  What are they?”  Here is a link with similar information:  “What are Folktales?”  http://www.eve-tal.com/Folktales.html
· Updated link for “The Four Dragons:”  http://legends-myth.blogspot.com/2007/09/4-dragons-chinese-tale.html
· Updated link for “The Princess and the Mouse:”  http://legends-myth.blogspot.com/2007/09/4-dragons-chinese-tale.html
· Updated link for “The Kaha Bird:”  http://www.1-language.com/library/centralasiatales/kahabird.htm

· Myths, Folktales and Fairy Tales:  this is a month long project where students will learn about the different genres. Students will listen and read folktales and myths, and write their own folktales and myths.  Students can also view an online storytelling workshop:  http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/mff/tguide/teaching_2.htm
Writing:
· Write your own Fable:  Students can write their own story based on the elements of a fable.

· ELEMENTS OF A FABLE:

· * Usually animal characters with human qualities, wise or foolish story, a moral.

· * Beginning: setting, characters in situation

· * Middle: explanation of what the problem is and how characters attempt to solve problem.

· * End: Moral or lesson to be learned from story. 

· From http://ericir.syr.edu/Virtual/Lessons/Interdisciplinary/INT0020.html


· The Other Side of the Story:  Students can write a story from the point of view of Martina’s rejected suitors, using this book:
http://www.beautifulmartina.com/pdf/martina_book.pdf
· Organization of a Newspaper and the Parts of an Article:  Students will create a news headline and write a news article based on a fairy tale or folk tale.  Martina can be used as one of their options:  http://www.eduref.org/cgi-bin/printlessons.cgi/Virtual/Lessons/Interdisciplinary/INT0051.html
Spanish Vocabulary:

· Words from the Book:  Students can learn a little Spanish from this list of words in the book: http://www.beautifulmartina.com/pdf/spanish_words.pdf
Social Studies

Coffee:

· Coffee:  How Does A Coffee Bean Become A Cup of Java:  Students will understand the process of making coffee and will answer some discussion questions:
http://www.reachoutmichigan.org/funexperiments/agesubject/lessons/newton/coffee.html
Science
Cockroaches:
· The Real Martina:  Contains facts about Cuban cockroaches.  Students can use this information to write a descriptive essay or create a drawing of Martina:
 http://www.beautifulmartina.com/pdf/cockroach_info.pdf
· Creepy Crawly Insects:  La Cucaracha:  Students will learn the anatomy of a roach and take a quiz on roaches: http://www.amphi.com/~tlcf/omeara/web1/aosain3.htm
· Yucky.Com:  http://yucky.discovery.com/flash/roaches/ 
· Pestworld for Kids:  Cockroaches:  Contains information on different kinds of cockroaches.  Students can choose one roach to research and present on to the class:  http://www.pestworldforkids.org/cockroaches.html

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1)  Martina’s grandmother gives her some good advice when she is 21 days old.  What kind of advice has your grandmother given you?
2)  What do you think of Don Gallo, the rooster?  Don Cerdo, the pig?  Don Lagarto, the lizard?  Would you marry any of them if you were Martina?  Why or why not?
3)  How would you react if someone poured coffee on your shoes?
4)  Do you think a mouse would make a good husband for a cockroach?  Why or why not?
5)  Why does Martina choose to marry the mouse?  Who would you have chosen to marry?  Why?
WEBSITES:
Martina the Beautiful Cockroach
http://www.beautifulmartina.com/
Official website for the book.
Martina the Beautiful Cockroach Audio CD
http://peachtree-online.com/product/2872.aspx
Information from the publisher about the audio CD of the book
Academy of Cuban Folklore and Dance
http://www.cubanfolkloricdance.com/home.php
Website with information on Cuban dance and music.
Myths, Folktales and Fairy Tales
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/mff/
A resource for learning about and writing in these genres.
American Folklore
http://www.americanfolklore.net/
Contains retellings of American folktales,  Native American myths and legends, tall tales, and ghost stories.

Taste of Cuba
http://www.tasteofcuba.com/index.html
Free Cuban food recipes
The Cuban Coffee Tradition
http://3guysfrommiami.com/cuban_coffee.html
Information on Café Cubano
Cuba Tradition
http://cubatradition.com/index.htm
Art, Literature and Film promoting the cultural heritage of Cuba
A Taste of Martina’s Cuba:  
http://www.beautifulmartina.com/pdf/cubano_info.pdf
Information about Cuba from Martina herself.  Note this PDF takes a while to download.
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