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ANNOTATION: Prince Perryndon is bookworm who dreams of being a scholar, but his father wants him to be a warrior. When Perryndon discovers a prophecy that reveals how to kill the dragon ravaging his country, his father will not listen to him. Perryndon sets off to find a way to fulfill the prophecy on his own.

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Language Arts

· Prince Perryndon uses knowledge that he gained from books to help him during his quest. Some of the books he uses are Medicinal Uses of the Waters of the Black Bog, Bocaccus’ The Anatomy of All Creatures, Ebron the Hunter’s Animal Footprints, and Polidanus on Potions. Have students create a book they think would have helped Prince Perryndon on his quest. Ask them what information in the book would have helped Perryndon.

· As a bard, Lysander must be able to compose new songs as well as sing about legends and the deeds of kings and heroes. Ask students to write lyrics for a new song describing Prince Perryndon’s adventures.

· When Prince Perryndon sets the snare to capture the dragon, he uses one of the skills he learned on his journey. He reflects that “[s]cholarship wasn’t worthless, but it had its limits.” Have students list the things that Perryndon does on his journey that lead to his quest’s success. Ask students to identify the deeds which were made possible by Perryndon’s studies and which were made possible by his newfound skills. Discuss whether Perryndon could have vanquished the dragon with only the knowledge he gained from books or with only the skills he learned.

· Have students discuss whether Mardon’s prophecy came true.

Art and Culture

· Prince Perryndon encounters two magical creatures: the dragon and Prism the unicorn. Show students illustrations of unicorns, dragons, and other magical creatures. Discuss the qualities each creature was reputed to possess. Have students create their own magical creature (http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=244) or their own bestiary (http://www.metmuseum.org/explore/publications/pdfs/Medieval_Teacher_Packet/divided/155-175%20Lesson%20Plans.pdf and http://switchzoo.com/art/drawingplans.htm).

Social Studies

· Prince Perryndon travels through many parts of Idris during his quest. Have students draw a map of Idris, Perryndon’s kingdom, based on the information in The Prophecy. Students should mark the mountains, the Forest of Wyr, the black bog, the castle, and the dragon’s lair.

· Prince Perryndon lives in a castle. Review the construction of castles and life in castles. Have students identify the main parts of castles. Describe what life was like in a castle. Ask students to name the positive and negative aspects of living in a castle. http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=448
Science

· Prince Perryndon locates the tomb of the twenty-seventh king of Idris, King Albion, by using the sun and his knowledge of the seasons. Discuss the relationship between the sun, the earth, and the seasons. http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/07/g35/seasons.html and http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/activities/07/season.html
· Prince Perryndon became a scholar by searching for the cause of avalanches. He uses this knowledge when he and his companions reach the valley where the dragon lives. Discuss the causes of avalanches. The class can construct a model to explore how avalanches happen. http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/teachers/programs/2418_avalanch.html
Research Skills

· Create a Web quest for students. Make a list of questions or facts about dragons, unicorns, castles, swords, and other things that appear in The Prophecy. Have students search for the information on the World Wide Web. Make sure to discuss  how to tell the difference between reliable and unreliable web sources with students! 
WEB SITES

Hilary Bell’s Web Site

http://www.harpercollins.com/authors/20258/Hilari_Bell/index.aspx
The author’s personal site lists her books and appearances. The site also features her biography and current professional activities.

HarperCollins Author Page for Hilary Bell

http://www.harpercollins.com/authors/20258/Hilari_Bell/index.aspx
The HarperCollins site about Hilary Bell features a photograph and short biography. It has links to interviews with Hilary Bell and a link to a reading guide for her book The Wizard Test. 

