SECRETS OF MY HOLLYWOOD LIFE

Louisiana Young Reader’s Choice Award Nominee 2009 

Grades 6-8

Secrets of my Hollywood Life by Jen Calonita. New York, NY: Little, Brown & Company. 242 pages. 

Classroom Connections

1. Literature: Does the plot of Secrets of My Hollywood Life remind us of any other stories? What is the difference between those stories and this story? 

2. Society: Katie spends a lot of time doing photo shoots with specific products, labels and stores. She also frequently drops the names of products in the story. What does this say about her lifestyle? Is Katie herself a commodity? 

3. Media: Does this story remind us of how real celebrities are covered in the news? Is this an adequate representation of celebrity culture? Do we get the idea that this celebrity culture is particularly fulfilling for the participants? 

4. Society: Katie comes back from her school experience believing that high school and celebrity culture share a lot of similarities. How is her high school life similar to her Hollywood life? 

5. Class: Does the high school Katie attends resemble most American high schools? Why does Liz get to wear designer clothes while Katie wears discount clothes? How do the other students dress? What does this say about the school?

Discussion Groups


Divide the class into groups and have each present an answer to one of the following questions.

1. Who does Katie trust more – her family or her hired assistants? Are some of the rumors that Sky leaks to the tabloids true?

2. Reflect on some differences between Katie’s family and Austin’s family. Which family would you rather have?

3. Why is Katie advised against defending herself from Sky’s animosity? Does Laney’s advice always work? 

4. What misconceptions do Katie’s classmates have about celebrities and their lifestyle? What is the irony in the theme the students choose for the Clark Hall Spring Fling? 

5. Do the ambitions of Katie’s family sometimes get in the way of their relationship with Katie? Reflect on the relationships she has with her mother, father, and brother. 

6. How important is the concept of image to Katie’s career? Does her public image always match her personal life? What kinds of sacrifices does she make to maintain this image? 

7. Imagine that the book will be made into a movie and choose real-life actors to play each character. Explain why you have chosen these actors and how the lives of these actors correspond with the characters in the book.

Websites

Interview with Jen Calonita
http://veronikaasks.blogspot.com/2007/06/jen-calonita.html
This is a small but informative interview with Jen Calonita, the author. She briefly discusses how she came up with the character of Kaitie and how her book reflects celebrity culture. 

Interview with Jen Calonita
http://www.yabookscentral.com/cfusion/index.cfm?fuseAction=authors.interview&interview_id=103
This is another interview with Jen Calonita. In this interview she discusses the writing process, her inspiration for writing Secrets of My Hollywood Life and favorite novels in YA fiction. There is also information about the upcoming sequel to the novel for those who are interested. 

Interview with Jen Calonita
http://fictionforyoungadults.blogspot.com/2007/06/jen-calonita-former-entertainment.html 

An interview with the author where she discusses her previous career as a senior editor for Teen People magazine and the influence of that experience on her work, pop culture influences on her books and her plans for upcoming books in the Hollywood series. 

