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Classroom Connections:


Divide the class into groups and have each present an answer to the following:

1. Science: Why are the storms that re-arrange the physical properties of the people and places in Orokos called “probability storms”? What does that name imply about the storms, and what causes the phenomenon? 

2. Social Studies: Why do they call the leader of Orokos “the Patrician”? How many Patricians have there been? What does the “Protectorate” protect people from? Who does it “protect”? 

3. Social Studies: Why does Anya-Jacana insist on being called “mother” by the child-thieves? Do Anya-Jacana and Kittiwake have anything in common? 

4. Literature: What other creatures from science fiction literature remind us of Vago? What about Lysander Bane? 

5. Literature: Moa is defensive about her belief that there are places other than Orokos. What does the outside world represent to her? How do Rail and Moa deal with the issue of faith differently? Does this question of faith remind us of anything else we’ve read? 

6. Social Studies: Finch is a sociopath and has no conscious, but Rail and Moa are not like Finch. Who has more advantages? Does Moa have more strength than she appears to have? 

Discussion Questions

Divide the class into groups and have each group present an answer to one of the following questions.

1. Several words appear in the book that are singular to the people of Orokos. What does “Fade Science” mean? What is the Functional Age? What is the “Chaos Engine”, why is it called that, and what does it do?

2. What type of government does Orokos have? Is the story of how modern-day Orokos is found similar to the story of how other oppressive regimes have been founded and enforced in real life? Use examples from the book to support your argument. 

3. Compare and contrast Orokos to Kilatas. How are they similar? How are they different? Do the Patrician and Kittiwake resemble each other at all, or do they have nothing in common? Is one trustworthier than the other?  

4. If Vago was built to be a killer, is that necessarily his destiny? Why are citizens so terrified of Vago when he first escapes the house of Cretch? What makes Vago vulnerable to the manipulations of Lysander Bane? 

5. What does the bird around Vago’s neck represent? Why does Kittiwake take it from him? 

6. What are Revenants and who are the Taken? How do they attack the order of Orokos? Where do they come from? What science fiction and horror creatures can you compare them to? Do you think the Revenants represent something other than what they are? 

Websites

ChrisWooding.com
http://www.chriswooding.com/stormt_book.html
This is the author’s official website. It includes summaries of all books, reviews, and .pdf files of several interviews with the author.  

Scholastic Press
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/collateral.jsp?id=1415
This is a guide for how to present a “book talk” on Storm Thief, provided by the publisher.   

Storm Thief Book Review
http://www.the-trades.com/article.php?id=4647
This is a review of Storm Thief for the media review website The Trades.

Chris Wooding Interview
http://www.transitiontradition.com/magazine_interview_pic.php?issueID=2
This is an interview with the author. In it, he discusses writing YA lit and adult sci-fi, how to begin making a name for yourself in the publishing world, ideas that he has used for his books and other projects (including Storm Thief). 

