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SUMMARY:  Satchel Paige, one of the greatest pitchers of all time, got his start in baseball in the Negro Leagues.  He earned the respect of many white baseball stars, such as Joe DiMaggio and Ted Williams.  Paige wanted more than anything to be a part of the “big show,” but African Americans were excluded from the major leagues when he started his career.  At an age when most players retire, Satchel Paige got his shot at the big leagues.  This book is the story of his life and career. 
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS:

Social Studies/History:

Civil Rights:

· Learning to Respect Each Other:  A unit revolving around Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and how stereotypes can negatively affect lives.  
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/programs/respect/
· Making Connections:  K-12 Curriculum Guide from the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute:  A Unit on Civil Rights from the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute.  Includes a guide for going to visit the Institute.
http://www.bcri.org/resources/docs/curriculum.pdf
· A Civil Rights Timeline:  Students will create and interpret a timeline of the Constitutional amendments that extended civil rights.
http://www.eduplace.com/ss/act/civil.html
· Rosa Parks and the Bus Boycott:  Students learn about Rosa Parks and the Montgomery Bus Boycott, and create a short play about the incident.
http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/01-1/lp221_09.shtml
Language Arts:
· Nickname Game:  Satchel Paige’s real name was Leroy, but he was called Satchel because he carried bags on a pole at the train depot.   Have the students create their own nicknames, based on the things that they are known for or like to do. 
· Names for pitches:  Satchel Paige invented several different pitches:  the blooper, looper, drooper, hesitation pitch, wobbly ball, trouble ball, nothing ball, a whipsey-dipsey-do and the bee ball.  Divide the students into groups and assign them each a pitch.  Have them create a description and drawing of what that pitch did.  
Biography:
· Have students interview one of their classmates and write a biography of them that will be put on display in the classroom.
· Pizza Biography:  Students will create a visual biography of a historical figure using pizza boxes.  
http://www.education-world.com/a_tsl/archives/04-1/lesson016.shtml
· Biographies:  Beyond Book Reports:  A collection of lessons that enable students to understand the depth of a biography and how to do research. http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/unitplan.jsp?id=13&FullBreadCrumb=%3Ca+href%3D%22http%3A%2F%2Fwww2.scholastic.com%2Fbrowse%2Fsearch%2F%3Fquery%3Dbiography%26Ntt%3Dbiography%26Ntk%3DSCHL30_SI%26Ntx%3Dmode%2Bmatchallpartial%26N%3D0%22+class%3D%22endecaAll%22%3EAll+Results%3C%2Fa%3E
Geography:
· Mileage Game:  Give students a list of Negro League Baseball teams and have them plot the cities on a map.  (Teams can be found here:  http://www.nlbpa.com/the_teams.html)  Have students measure the distance between cities, and discuss the distance and how long it would have taken the teams to drive on a bus to play their games.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1)  On the very first page of the story, Satchel Paige is quoted, saying “Only one person can pitch like me.  I could nip frosting off a cake with my fast ball.”  What do you think he means by that? 
2)  For most of his career, Satchel Paige would not reveal his true age.  Do you think that age is just a number, as many people say?  What is it about your age (or Satchel Paige’s age) that would make others thing you can’t do some things that other people can?  Do you think this is fair?
3)  Do you think being sent to reform school was a fair punishment for Satchel stealing rings?  Why do you think he stole them?  How did going to reform school affect his life?
4)  What effect do you think Satchel Paige had on the African American communities in America?  How did his speaking out against being banned from the Major Leagues effect the Civil Rights movement?
5)  Satchel Paige often said, “Don’t look back.  Something might be gaining on you.”  How can you apply this to your life?

WEBSITES:

Negro League Timeline:
http://www.negroleaguebaseball.com/timeline.html
Timeline of events in professional black baseball.

The Negro League History:
http://www.nlbpa.com/history.html
History of the Negro Major Leagues.
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