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SUMMARY 

Imagine if you made it to the age of 13 without ever setting foot in a classroom. That's how Capricorn Anderson has lived his entire life until a sudden rude awakening. When his grandmother breaks a hip and can no longer take proper care of him, he is forced to leave his peaceful life on a hippie commune and attend school for the very first time. He must find a way to adapt to his new environment, get along with his new peers, and face the greatest challenge of all: surviving middle school.
AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Gordon Korman is a Canada native who published his first novel at the age of 14. He has published more than 60 books for young people. He believes in the power of having a good sense of humor, he hates any book where the dog dies, he likes hockey and football, and he gets his ideas from a mixture of real life and imagination. His favorite book of all time is The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams.
Sources of author information: 

· Gordon Korman's Official Site: http://www.gordonkorman.com
· Author Q&A: http://www.scholastic.com/titles/dive/kormanqa2.htm
· Biography: www.hyperionbooksforchildren.com/data/authors/doc/Korman90.doc
OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR

· The 6th Grade Nickname Game. Hyperion Books for Children. 1998. 154 pages. Eleven-year-old best friends Jeff and Wiley, who like to give nicknames to their classmates, try to find the right one for the new girl Cassandra, while adjusting to the football coach who has become their new teacher.
· No More Dead Dogs. Hyperion Books for Children. 2000. 180 pages. Eighth-grade football hero Wallace is sentenced to detention attending rehearsals of the school play where, in spite of himself, he becomes wrapped up in the production and begins to suggest changes that improve not only the play but his life as well.
· Island Trilogy. Scholastic. 2005. 404 pages. (Shipwreck, Survival, and Escape.) Three books about six shipwrecked kids.
Source of book summaries: Library of Congress catalog.
RELATED TITLES

· Stargirl. By Jerry Spinelli. Random House. 2000. 186 pages. In this story about the perils of popularity, the courage of nonconformity, and the thrill of first love, an eccentric student named Stargirl changes Mica High School forever.
· How Ya Like Me Now. By Brendan Halpin. Farrar Straus Giroux. 2007. 201 pages. After his father dies and his mother goes into rehab, Eddie moves from the suburbs into his cousin's Boston loft, where he gradually adjusts to being one of the few white kids in a progressive private school, and learns how to feel like a normal teenager.
· The Patron Saint of Butterflies. By Cecilia Galante. Bloomsbury. 2008. 292 pages. When her grandmother takes 14-year-old Agnes, her younger brother, and best friend Honey and escapes Mount Blessing, a Connecticut religious commune, Agnes clings to the faith she loves while Honey looks toward a future free of control, cruelty, and preferential treatment. 
Source of book summaries: Library of Congress catalog.
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

This book lends itself to a number of classroom connections in a variety of subjects, including science, English, music, art, and P.E. 

Science: 

· Cap works on a Foucault's pendulum for his science project. Here is a lesson plan related to this topic: http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/Lessons.cfm?DocID=180; though designed for high school, it can be modified to be suitable for middle school.
English: 

· The book's chapters are narrated by different characters. Use this opportunity to discuss point-of-view and the concept of reliable vs. unreliable narrators, as well as whether the book is strengthened or weakened by this technique. 
· Sophie asks, "Are you there, God? It's me, Sophie." Use this reference to Judy Blume's Are You There, God? It's Me, Margaret to discuss allusion.
· Cap frequently references life lessons that he's learned from Rain or that he's come up with himself. Use these as possible journal-writing prompts; students can write about the statement in terms of the book and/or their own lives and the world. These could also be used as a basis for interesting class discussion if students are asked to explain whether they agree or disagree with each statement and why.
· "You always know what you're doing when you do the right thing." 
· "If the front gets through, the rest will drag." 
· "A community thrives when each member does what he or she is best at." 
· "The money-crazy mindset was a big part of what was wrong with the world."
· "Don't give up, and don't give in." 
· "The apple never falls far from the tree." 
· "When people are negative, they're trying to put duct tape on their own damaged souls." 
· "Violence is not the answer."
Music: 

· Cap plays songs by the Beatles and Simon and Garfunkel (which Zach calls "senior citizen music") on his guitar, and Rain listens to Bob Dylan's "The Times, They Are A-Changin'." Cap also has Sophie's bracelet engraved with the words "All You Need Is Love," taken from the Beatles song of the same name. Select a few songs by each of these artists to play for the students. Debate whether they are outdated and obsolete (as Zach claims) or whether they're still musically and lyrically relevant today. 
· This could possibly be spun into a larger discussion of the origin of rock-n-roll (the Beatles) and 1960s protest music (Simon & Garfunkel, Bob Dylan, etc.). Here's a site all about 1960s protest music: http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/strangefruit/civilrights.html
Art: 

· Cap's classmates are inspired by his tie-dyed clothing and make their own in art class. Here is a lesson plan on this art form: http://wolfweb.unr.edu/homepage/crowther/opchem/tiedye.html
P.E.: 
· Cap wakes up early to practice tai chi, and he bonds with Naomi when teaching her about tai chi.  Introduce students to the concepts and movements of tai chi as a form of physical and mental exercise. Here is information on tai chi for kids: http://kidshealth.org/teen/food_fitness/exercise/tai_chi.html
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

· Do you think that Cap’s grandmother Rain has hurt him by keeping him so sheltered all of his life?  Why or Why not?

· Eating lunch in the cafeteria was one of the scariest parts of the day for Hugh Winkleman because it was prime time to get picked on.  Do you think there are kids at your school who feel the same way about lunch time?  Why or Why not? 

How could you help them feel more comfortable?

· Have you ever helped a new person feel welcomed?  Please describe your experience.  

· Discussion Guide for Schooled

http://www.hyperionbooksforchildren.com/data/books/dgpdf/14231051681985.pdf
See the publisher’s discussion guide for a list of 12 in-depth discussion questions related to the book.
· D.C.F. Children's Book Award 2008-09 Reviews & Discussion Questions: Schooled
http://www.dcfaward.org/Activities/2008-09%20Reviews%20and%20Discussion%20Questions.htm#SCHOOLED
This site provides three more interesting discussion questions.

WEB SITES
Book and Author

· Official Site: Schooled
http://www.hyperionbooksforchildren.com/board/displayBook.asp?id=1985
The publisher's official site for the book includes a short biography of the author, information on where to buy the book, and the extensive discussion guide linked above in the Discussion Questions section.

· Gordon Korman's Official Site
http://www.gordonkorman.com/
This site includes reviews, short fiction, biography, bibliography, discussion forum, and more.
Related Topics


Peace Corps
· Peace Corps
http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws
This section of the official site of the Peace Corps is designed specifically for teachers and students. It includes lesson plans and activity ideas. Since Cap's parents were in the Peace Corps in Namibia, this might be an appropriate topic of interest related to the book. 
Vegetarianism
· Vegetarianism
http://kidshealth.org/parent/nutrition_fit/nutrition/vegetarianism.html
Cap is a vegetarian. This site explains the different types of vegetarianism and includes nutritional information for older kids and teens.

· Vegetarian Recipes

http://kidshealth.org/teen/recipes/vegetarian/about_vegetarian_recipes.html
This site includes several vegetarian recipes for kids and teens.
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