THE LEGEND OF BASS REEVES

Louisiana Young Reader’s Choice Award Nominee 2009 

Grades 6-8

The Legend of Bass Reeves by Gary Paulsen. Random House, Inc. 2006. 137 pages. 

Classroom Connections:

1. History: What does it mean to get “sold down the river”, and why are all the slaves afraid of it? 

2. Social Studies:  Why does Master force Bass to stay in the wagon when they go to Paris, Texas? How does Mammy tell him to act before he gets there? Why?

3. History: Does Master go with the men who want to fight for the Republic of Texas? What happens to the men who go? What does this say about their battles?

4. Social Studies: The author tells the story of Bass Reeves as if he were witness to it. Is this an accurate way to write a biography? What are the limitations of this style? What are the advantages?

5. Social Studies: How does Bass survive life as a fugitive slave? Who comes to his aid? 

6. Social Studies: How does Bass learn to conserve energy in his horses? Why doesn’t he tell anyone else his secret? 

7. History: Why does Bass go to arrest his own son when he finds out about the crimes he has committed? 

Discussion Questions


Divide the class into groups and have each group present an answer to one of the following questions. 

1. What is Bass Reeves’ first reaction when he is approached by a Comanche warrior? Is it positive, negative, or ambivalent? Why? 

2. What parallels can be drawn between the story of Bass Reeves and the stories of the Creek Indians? Are there any parallels between Bass and the Comanches? 

3. The author tells the story of Bass Reeves as if he were witness to it. Is this an accurate way to write a biography? What are the limitations of this style? What are the advantages? 

4. Why is Flowers so quiet? Is Flowers more gifted than he appears? What does Mammy say about Flowers?

5. Why were criminals so afraid of Reeves? Why did civilians find him so intimidating? Did Reeves’ success as a field marshal have anything to do with his race? Why or why not?  Did his race give him any particular advantages or disadvantages that other marshals did not share?   

6. How does the Master acquire ownership of Reeves and Mammy? How does Reeves leave the Master? Is there any irony in this situation? 

History Activity

Divide the students into groups and have each group select a famous person from the following list. Have each group research each personality and then present a brief presentation that compares and contrasts each personality with Bass Reeves:

1. Wild Bill Hickok

2. Billy the Kid

3. Butch Cassidy the Sundance Kid

4. Kit Carson

5. Jeremiah Johnson

6. Wyatt Earp

7. Buffalo Bill Cody

Websites:
Scholastic Press
1. http://content.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=4807
This is a teacher resource on Scholastic.com that details the experiences of Bass Reeves and many other African-Americans involved in western expansion and law enforcement. 

Washington Post Review
2. http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/03/10/AR2007031000954.html
Review of The Legend of Bass Reeves from the Washington Post website. 

New York Times Review
3.http://www.nytimes.com/2006/08/26/books/26paul.html?_r=1&pagewanted=2&oref=slogin
A New York Times article on the writer, Gary Paulsen, and some information about The Legend of Bass Reeves and other books. 

Random House 
4. http://www.randomhouse.com/features/garypaulsen/index.html
This is the official website for Gary Paulsen. Includes his address for letters and reader correspondence, his blog, information about the author's other books and a brief biography. 

Cowboys of Color
5.http://www.cowboysofcolor.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=79&Itemid=27
This is a profile on Bass Reeves from the Cowboys of Color Hall of Fame
Common Sense Media

6. http://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/Legend-Bass-Reeves-being.html
Common Sense Media is a non-partisan review site that covers of the content of children's books for parents and teachers. This is their review of the book. 
