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Apples to Oregon: Being the (Slightly) True Narrative of How a Brave Pioneer Father Brought Apples, Peaches, Pears, Plums, Grapes, and Cherries (and Children) Across the Plains by Deborah Hopkinson. Illustrated by Nancy Carpenter. 40 p. Simon & Schuster (Atheneum), 2004.
In this original tall tale, Delicious, the plucky heroine, describes her family’s journey to Oregon in the 1800s with wagons full of plants and trees. The alliterative, amusing text is perfect for reading aloud.
The Champ: The Story of Muhammad Ali by Tonya Bolden. Illustrated by R. Gregory Christie. 40 p. Alfred A. Knopf, 2004.
This engaging picture-book biography tells the story of the famous boxer’s life in a lively text that includes some of the complex issues of his life. The vibrant illustrations and bold design will appeal to young readers.
Coming On Home Soon by Jacqueline Woodson. Illustrated by E.B. Lewis. 32 p. Penguin Group (USA) (Putnam), 2004.
When her mother goes north to Chicago to earn money during World War II, Ada Ruth must stay home with her grandmother. Both the text and the illustrations are gentle and expressive. Ada tries to be brave, but she misses her mother. Children who are themselves waiting for a parent to return home will relate to this story.
Gator Gumbo: A Spicy-Hot Tale by Candace Fleming. Illustrated by Sally Anne Lambert. 32 p. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2004.
In this Cajun twist on the Little Red Hen story Monsieur Gator is getting too old to catch a tasty swamp critter. Possum, Otter and Skunk tease and taunt him. But Gator has the last say when he tricks them into being the main ingredient in the gumbo that he is making: “Slurp! Slip! Plop! Them animals go into the pot.”
Ida B: …And Her Plans to Maximize Fun, Avoid Disaster, and (Possibly) Save the World by Katherine Hannigan. 256 p. HarperCollins (Greenwillow), 2004.
Fourth-grader Ida B tells how she lived a peaceful life on her family’s Wisconsin farm as a home-schooled girl until her mother is diagnosed with cancer. Her parents make her go to public school where she was tormented in kindergarten. Ida is enraged at her parents’ betrayal, but the first person narrative shows her sense of humor and compassion beneath the anger.
Last Holiday Concert by Andrew Clements. 176 p. Simon and Schuster, 2004.
Readers will enjoy the comic confusion that ensues when sixth-grader Hart becomes responsible for organizing the winter holiday concert. Hart, who is popular and a bit cocky, evolves as he deals with the myriad demands of putting on a show.
Mighty Jackie: The Strike-Out Queen by Marissa Moss. Illustrated by C. F. Payne. 32 p. Simon & Schuster (Paula Wiseman Books), 2004.
This picture-biography is about Jackie Mitchell, the seventeen-year-old girl who struck out Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig in an exhibition baseball game in 1931. The narrative and illustrations capture the tension and excitement of the dramatic event and will inspire young athletes.
Ruby Lu, Brave and True by Lenore Look. 112 pages. Simon & Schuster (Atheneum/Anne Schwartz), 2004.
Spunky Ruby Lu, an “almost eight-year-old” living in Chinatown tells of her good days (being the star of her own magic show) and bad days (having to go to Chinese school on Saturdays). This charming beginning chapter book is sprinkled with Children expressions. A glossary is included.
Science Verse by Jon Scieszka. Illustrated by Lane Smith. 40 p. Penguin Group (USA) (Viking), 2004.
When the teacher tells his class that they can hear the poetry of science in everything, a student is struck with a curse and begins to hear science verses that sound very much like some well-known poems. These humorous poems about science topics are illustrated with Lane Smith’s wacky art.
Secret Identity (Shredderman # 1) by Wendelin Van Draanen. Illustrated by Brian Biggs. 144 p. Random House (Alfred A. Knopf), 2004.
This is the first title in a hilarious new series told in the first person by nerdy fifth- grader Nolan Byrd. Nolan builds a web site using the secret identity of Shredderman in order to expose the bully Bubba Bixby.
Sweet Music in Harlem by Debbie A. Taylor. Illustrated by Frank Morrison. 32 p. Lee & Low, 2004.
When Chick, a Harlem jazz musician, is going to have his photograph taken for a magazine his sends his nephew C.J. to look for his hat. As C. J. runs through the neighborhood, more and more people gather to be in the photograph. This exuberant story, illustrated in lively, colorful acrylics, was inspired by a photo of famous jazz musicians posing in front of a brownstone in Harlem in 1958.
Thunder from the Sea by Joan Hiatt Harlow. 256 pages. Simon & Schuster (Margaret K. McElderry), 2004.
Orphan Tom is taken in by a kindly couple on a small island off Newfoundland in 1929. The Newfoundland dog that he rescues from the ocean during a storm proves to be a wonderful companion and a hero to the community. This story of a boy’s love for his dog is exciting and full of emotion.
Why Epossumondas Has No Hair on His Tail by Coleen Salley. 40 p. Illustrated by Janet Stevens. Harcourt, 2004.
Epossumondas’s mother tells him a story about how his great-great-grandfather became the first possum to have a hairless tail. The lively narrative, clever dialogue by Louisiana storyteller Salley and the humorous illustrations by Stevens make this a great read-aloud.
The World According to Humphrey by Betty G. Birney. 144 p. Penguin Group (USA (Putnam), 2004.
A delightful, big-hearted hamster narrates this novel about his experiences as the classroom pet of Room 26. Each time he is taken home for the weekend, Humphrey encounters different situations and people. He always responds to them with insight and good humor.
Worth by A. LaFaye. 160 p. Simon & Schuster, 2004.
Eleven-year-old Nate’s leg is crushed in an accident, so he cannot work on the family farm in 19th-century Nebraska. When his father brings home John Worth, an orphan boy, to help with the chores, Nate feels displaced. This sensitive story explores the feelings of both boys: the city boy who is lost on the farm and the farm boy lost at school.

The Louisiana Young Readers’ Choice Award is a reading enrichment program
of the Louisiana Center for the Book in the State Library of Louisiana
underwritten by Hibernia National Bank with additional support from Perma-Bound Books.
 
 
