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ANNOTATION:

Summary: Non-fiction. A collection of facts related to all things dog, including size, history, habits, and abilities.

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS:

Ways to tie this book into the curriculum:

English-

Learn about the dogs of The CIA K-9 Corps. Have students read about the special dogs who work for the CIA at https://www.cia.gov/kids-page/k-5th-grade/the-cia-k-9-corps/index.html. Brief, amusing profiles of many dogs are included on a sidebar on the right side of this page. Assign each student or pair of students a dog’s profile to study. Have the students summarize/and or paraphrase the dog’s life story and some interesting facts about the dog, and then have them present their report in a formal or informal presentation.

Learn about specific breeds of dogs. Have each student choose a different breed of dog to research. This can be a useful exercise in teaching students how to use a certain kind of research tool- encyclopedias, for example- or could be tied into a lesson on finding books in the library- but can obviously also be accomplished without these constraints. Students can write a brief summary of the “special features” of each kind of dog, and make a poster with photographs, drawings, point-form facts, etc. to be put on display.

Read true and fictional stories/poems/plays on dogs and have students compose their own. http://www.twodogpress.com/bookshelffiction.html is a good starting point for finding fiction, poetry, and art related to dogs. Have students brainstorm ideas for making up stories, poems or plays related to dogs, then have them write their creative works, as is appropriate for their specific age group.

Science- 

Learn about dogs and their adaptive capabilities. http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/ntti/resources/lessons/s_bobdogs/index.html provides a detailed unit plan for older students (5th grade) to learn more about how dogs got to be the way they are. Younger children may benefit from the following lesson plan on animal adaptation: http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/lessons.cfm?BenchmarkID=5&DocID=232.

Learn about our 5 senses. Dogs have a special sense of hearing and smell. Use these facts as starting point to teaching a unit on the special sense capabilities humans have. A set of lesson plans can be found at http://www.lessonplanspage.com/ScienceFiveSensesInDepth34.htm
Art-

Learn about famous dog-related works of art. At http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/early/pets-ArtImage.htm you can find a lesson plan about Paul Gauguin’s painting Still Life With Three Puppies. This plan can be adapted for other dog-themed works of art if you so choose.

Make a dog craft! Many dog-themed crafts for various ages and abilities can be found at the following website: http://www.daniellesplace.com/HTML/dog_crafts.html.

WEBSITES

Stanley Coren.

http://www.stanleycoren.com/
A website devoted to the author, Stanley Coren, including excerpts from number of areas of the book. This could be used as an introduction to the book or to a unit on Stanley’ Coren’s writings in general.

The CIA K-9’s.

https://www.cia.gov/kids-page/k-5th-grade/the-cia-k-9-corps/index.html  
A page about all the special dogs who work for the CIA. This could be used to teach students how to summarize, paraphrase, and/or give oral presentations as described above.

Dog Fiction, Poetry, and Art.

http://www.twodogpress.com/bookshelffiction.html
A introduction to some creative works about dogs that you can use in your classroom to inspire children to write their own dog-themed writing.

Lesson Plans- This Place is Going to the Dogs.

http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/ntti/resources/lessons/s_bobdogs/index.html
A science-related unit lesson plan on the adaptive capabilities of the canine species, appropriate for 5th graders. 

Science NetLinks: Animal Adaptations.

http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/lessons.cfm?BenchmarkID=5&DocID=232
A lesson plan about animal adaptation that is appropriate for younger grades.

The Five Senses Lesson Plan

http://www.lessonplanspage.com/ScienceFiveSensesInDepth34.htm
Lesson and unit plans for learning about the five senses of humans. You could use what your class has read about a dog’s sense of smell and hearing to lead into this more general unit about the senses of living beings.

Lesson Plan- Animals in Art- Pet Still Life

http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/early/pets-ArtImage.htm
Danielle’s Place of Crafts and Activities- Dog Crafts and Activities for Kids.

http://www.daniellesplace.com/HTML/dog_crafts.html
A terrific selection of dog crafts for children of various ages that you can put to use in your classroom.
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