

A Truth Worth Tellin’ by Toni Teepell
Have you ever had to relocate? Is it hard to make all new friends and get used to a new place? Maggie has been dealing with moving from place to place all her life. This time, Maggie and her father have moved to Pearl, Louisiana. This story is set in the summer of 1962 and the author does a wonderful job of describing the setting and hot Louisiana summers. Maggie’s first new friend in her new town is a wild independent little girl named Sam. Sam has a secret and makes Maggie swear to never tell a soul about it.  Now Maggie has plenty of her own problems. For example, Maggie is quite an accomplished liar. She perfected this skill through the years fabricating stories to cover for the strange behavior of her schizophrenic mother. Maggie’s mom has lucid times and then bad times where she is out of it. As the summer progresses Maggie’s friend Sam’s situation at home takes a turn for the worst. Maggie has to decide if telling the truth is important enough for her to break her promise to Sam and possibly lose her only friend. Have you ever had to make a big decision like that?  To find out what happens with Sam and Maggie’s mom you will need to read A Truth Worth Tellin’. Also this is a debut novel by a Louisiana author.
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