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SUMMARY

Amulet the Stonekeeper Book One is the first book in a set of five books.  Emily and her parents are on the way to pick up Navin, when they get into an automobile accident.  The car breaks through a guard-rail and ends up teetering on the edge of a cliff.  A tree is the only thing keeping the car from falling off the cliff.  Emily and her mother manage to get out of the car.  Unfortunately, Emily’s father can't get out.  He dies, when the car falls off the cliff.  Two years later, Emily, Navin, and their mother move to an old house in the country.  The house belonged to their Great Grandpa Silas.  Emily discovers this library.  It is full of puzzles that he built.  There is a weird purple transparent monster that is watching the family move about the library.  Emily finds a book filled with Great Grandpa Silas’ notes.  Under it, she finds a hand shaped carving on the desk.  She puts her hand into it.  It reveals an amulet on a necklace.  Emily wears the amulet.  During the night, they hear strange noises.  Emily’s mom goes to investigate.  She is confronted by the purple transparent monster.  It sucks her into itself and leaves the house.  Emily and Navin follow after it, in search of their mother.  They locate the monster and can see their mother inside of it.  The monster tries to take Navin, but Emily rescues him.  The amulet gives them directions to a mysterious house. They met a little pink bunny named Miskit, a silver robot named Cogsley, a gold robot named Morrie, and their Great Grandpa Silas.  He is near death and very weak.  He tells Miskit to teach Emily.  Miskit is not a real bunny.  He is a robot that looks like a pink bunny.  He is full of information that Great Grandpa Silas stored in his databases.  Great Grandpa Silas tells Emily that she is now the stone keeper.  The amulet has great power and can even turn back time.  Emily doesn’t care.  She just wants her mother back.  Great Grandpa Silas dies.  Miskit, Emily, and Navin make a rescue plan.  They use a yellow plane to catch up to the purple transparent monster.  During their journey, Emily gets better and better at using the power of the amulet.  Their rescue attempt is successful.  However, their mother is in a coma.  She has been poisoned.  They must find a cure.  They must go to the nearest city.  Miskit, Cogsley, and Morrie prepare the house for travel.  The house pulls itself up and begins to walk to the nearest city.  The story is left to be continued by the next book in the series.

AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Kazu Kibuishi is an Asian American.  He was born in Tokyo in 1978.  He moved to the United States in 1982 with his mother and brother.  As a student in middle school and high school, Kazu Kibuishi did a great deal of drawing and writing.  He thought that he would be a doctor, when he grew up.  He really loved art and pursued it deeply.  He thought that he would get art out of his system, before becoming a doctor.  Some of his teachers encouraged him to keep drawing and writing.  They really nurtured his natural talents.  His mother encouraged his drawing and writing.  However, she considered it to be just a hobby.  She studied to be a librarian and loves children’s literature.  He graduated from the University of California, Santa Barbara with a degree in film studies.  He lives in Alhambra, California with his wife and baby boy.  Kazu Kibuishi’s wife, Amy, is also a comic book artist.  His first graphic novel, Daisy Kutter:  The Last Train, was nominated as an American Library Association Best Book for Young Adults.  He is the editor and art director for the Flight anthologies.  He thinks of graphic novels as movies on paper.  Kazu Kibuishi carries a small sketchbook with him everywhere he goes.  He does all of his drawing by hand.  He scans those drawings into the computer and colors them in using Photoshop.  He tries to learn from his mistakes and always has a plan.  He works hard to stay focused on his goals and avoid distraction.

Source of Author Information:

Kazu Kibuishi’s Official Website

                                          http://www.boltcity.com/
Scholastic Videos:  Author Interviews:  Kazu Kibuishi http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/video.jsp?pID=1640183585&bcpid=1640183585&bclid=4694264001&bctid=4688349001
ICv2 Inside Pop Culture:  Scholastic Gets Kazu Kibuishi's 'Amulet' First Graphic Novel Out in 2007                                                                        http://www.icv2.com/articles/news/7351.html
OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR

Amulet, Book Two, The Stonekeepers Curse by Kazu Kibuishi.  Graphix, an Imprint of Scholastic.  2009.  217 pages.

Emily and Navin’s mother has been poisoned.  They journey to Kanalis to find an antidote.

RELATED TITLES

The Baby-Sitter’s Club. 1, Kristy’s Great Idea:  a Graphic Novel.  By Raina Telgemeier (Ann M. Martin).  Graphix, an Imprint of Scholastic.  2006.  186 pages.

Tegemeier transforms Ann M. Martin’s story into a graphic novel.  Four teenagers form a babysitter’s club.

The Big Adventures of Majoko. Vol. 1.  By Tomomi Mizuna.  Udon Entertainment.  2009.  189 pages.

Majoko, a young witch, sends her diary to the human world.  She wants to find a partner to share in her adventures.  Nana becomes her partner.  

Bone. 1, Out from Boneville.  By Jeff Smith.  Graphix, an Imprint of Scholastic.  2005.  138 pages.

This compilation of comic books originally published in 1991 and 1992 stars three cousins.  Phoney Bone is chased out of Boneville.  His cousins, Fone Bone and Smiley Bone decide to go with him.  They encounter monsters, magic, farmers, an exiled princess, and a dragon.

Chiggers.  By Hope Larson.  Atheneum Books for Young Readers.  2008.  170 pages.

Abby goes to summer camp every year.  She is excited about seeing her summer camp friends.  Abby feels torn between her old friends and the new girl, Shasta.

Laika.  By Nick Abadzis.  First Second.  2007.  205 pages.

Laika was the first dog in space.  She died in her experimental launch.  Her role in Russian space history is documented here.

Missile Mouse:  the Star Crusher.  By Jake Parker.  Graphix, an Imprint of Scholastic.  2010.  172 pages.

Missile Mouse is a secret agent for the Galactic Security Agency.  He is sent to rescue a scientist who has been kidnapped, because of his knowledge of the Star Crusher.  The Star Crusher is a doomsday machine.

Pendragon Graphic Novel.  Book One, The Merchant of Death.  By Carla Speed McNeil.  Aladdin Paperbacks.  2008.  170 pages.

Bobby Pendragon travels through time and space with his uncle.  Bobby learns that he must journey through time to help the oppressed.

The Storm in the Barn.  By Matt Phelan.  Candlewick.  2009.  201 pages.

Jack Clark feels useless.  He lives on a Kansas family farm in 1937.  Jack’s sister, Dorothy, has Dust Pneumonia.  Jack sees a flash in an abandoned barn.  He sees something really frightening.  When he starts talking about what he saw, people fear that he may have Dust Dementia.  What begins as historical fiction morphs into a fantasy.

	
	


CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Art
Students can watch Kazu Kibuishi draw Miskit, Emily, and Navin on Scholastic Videos at http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/video.jsp?pID=1640183585&bcpid=1640183585&bclid=4694264001&bctid=4688349001.  They can then try to draw the characters themselves.  
Language Arts
Students can work on character mapping using one of the forms provided by the Greece Central School District.  They can be found at http://www.greece.k12.ny.us/instruction/ela/6-12/Tools/character%20study.pdf.

Art and Language Arts

Students can create three comic book characters of their own.  After students are happy with their characters, they can create a simple storyline.  Students can illustrate their story with a fifteen frame comic strip.  A variety of blank comic strip layouts are available to print and use at the following website, http://www.donnayoung.org/art/comics.htm.
Science

Students can use a print encyclopedia or an online encyclopedia to learn about poisons and antidote.  I used my parish public library’s databases to do this.  According to World Book Online:  Public Libraries:  Reference Center:  Encyclopedia:  Poison “is a substance that causes injury or illness when introduced into the body.  Poisons may be swallowed, inhaled, injected, or absorbed by the skin or body membranes.”  According to World Book Online:  Public Libraries:  Reference Center:  Encyclopedia:  Antidote “is a substance that fights the harmful action of a poison in the body.”  World Book Online:  Public Libraries:  Reference Center:  Encyclopedia, http://www.worldbookonline.com/pl/referencecenter/home, may be available through your parish public library.

Students can learn about poison control centers and poison prevention at the Poison Help website, http://poisonhelp.hrsa.gov/.  Students can learn the phone number for Poison Help phone number 1-800-222-1222.  This phone number does work nationwide.  There are jingles available to download to help people remember the phone number.  The jingles are available in English and Spanish.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Where do Emily and her parents seem to be driving?                                                          What do you think that Navin is doing, when his family gets into the automobile accident?  Emily and her mother manage to get out of the car.  Why can’t Emily’s father get out of the car?                                                                                                                                       What happens to Emily’s father?                                                                                          Why do Emily, Navin, and their mother move to Great Grandpa Silas’ old house in the country?                                                                                                                                 Who discovers Great Grandpa Silas’ library, his notebook, and the amulet?                     When do you first detect something unusual is happening?                                                    Do Emily and Navin sense this danger?                                                                               Why does their mother go down into the basement alone?                                                  What happens to her?                                                                                                          When the purple transparent monster swallows Navin, Emily is able to pull him out.  Why could Emily rescue Navin but not her mother?                                                                    What is Charnon House?                                                                                                       Who is Miskit?                                                                                                                      Who is Cogsley?                                                                                                                   Who is Morrie?                                                                                                                     What does Great Grandpa Silas tell Emily about the amulet?                                         Describe the Albatross.                                                                                                       Miskit makes a mistake, when he is packing the Albatross for the rescue mission.             Who helps Miskit drive?                                                                                                       Why does it make sense for he or she to help drive?                                                           What mistake does Miskit make?                                                                                         What is wrong with Emily and Navin’s mother, at the end of the story?                             Why do Miskit, Cogsley, and Morrie “get this house back on its feet”?
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