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SUMMARY 

It’s hard to be the new kid in class, but when there are two new students, they provide each other the support needed to navigate the cliques in middle school.  Lyla, a talented gymnast makes the cheerleading squad, propelling her into the “cool girls” clique.  Jamie, a computer nerd, is left behind until Lyla realizes being cool also means being cruel in this situation.  She opts for her best friend, Jamie, leaving the “cool girls” behind.  That’s when the revenge steps in.

Gage, the coolest of the cool girls, creates a cheating scandal on the state test and points the finger at Lyla. The bullying gears up through Facebook, cellphone messages. Jamie finds a way to show the principal how this all started with Gage and that the name-calling messages could be traced to her laptop. Lyla is off the hook with the school, but what about the other kids? Can friendships still be kept?  What are other options? For anyone new to a school or facing any type of bullying in person or through online social media, the text will make a strong connection.

BOOK TRAILER
Patricia Polacco talks about her book Bully and bullying in general.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_Vo_3CfsnE
Fan-made book trailer: http://vimeo.com/album/2302200/video/61799522
AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY
Patricia Polacco both authored and illustrated this book. She was born in Lansing, Michigan, and has spent most of her life in Michigan with a bit of Oakland, CA in the middle.  When she returned to Michigan, she moved back to her grandparent’s farm in Union City, Michigan, the source of many happy memories and inspired stories, each rich with cultural diversity of her family and her own life in California. 

Even though she started writing at the age of 41, she is a prolific writing who writes about her family and life experiences in Michigan.  She learned to love the oral traditions and family stories from her beloved grandparents and shares this love with each story she has written as each has a younger person learning from an elderly person. Each has a story to tell and a lesson to learn.  

OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR
Emma Kate (2008)
Thank You, Mr. Falker  (2012)
Junkyard Wonders (2010)
January’s Sparrow (2009)

OTHER TITLES BY ILLUSTRATOR
Casey at the Bat: by Ernest Lawrence Thayer, illustrated by Patricia Polacco 

RELATED TITLES (Students may also enjoy these titles)
The Ant Bully,  John Nickle, Scholastic Press, 1999; 32 pages.
Thank You, Mr. Falker, Patricia Polacco, Penguin Group, reissue edition 2012, 48 pages, Keystone to Reading Book Award (Pennsylvania), Parents’ Choice Award, South Carolina Book Awards
The Berenstain Bears and the Gift of Courage by Stan Berenstain, Zonderkidz, 2010,       32 pages.
The Ugly Duckling, Hans Christian Anderson, Morrow Junior Books, 1999, unpaged, Caldecott Honor Book
Jungle Bullies by Steven Kroll, Marshall Cavendish, 2006, 32 pages.
Jake Drake, Bully Buster by Andrew Clements, Atheneum Books for Young Readers, Reissue edition 2007, 80 pages.

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Writing:  
· Write an apology letter from Lyla to Jamie to tell her why she went with the group, how she felt when she saw the bullying and why she left the group.

· Write a postcard to Patricia Polacco telling her why you liked the book and why the book is important in today’s world.

· Using ABCya!, http://www.abcya.com/word_clouds.htm, create a word cloud describing bullying (mean, cruel, etc.) , the feelings of the person who is bullied (sad, alone, etc) and words to take action (ex. tell, intervene).  

Art: 
· Create a poster about bullying. Another idea is to use a computer program such as Publisher or Glogster (http://edu.glogster.com/?ref=com) to make a flier/poster about bullying.

Technology: 
· Using Voki, (www.voki.com) create an avatar and state what you would do if you were bullied online.

Describe activities that the classroom teacher might have the students do that are related to the book. 
· Play the What Happens Next game at StopBullying.gob website. http://www.stopbullying.gov/kids/games/play/alternate2.php 
· Invite the school counselor or other local professional into the classroom to discuss bullying.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. If you were Lyla, what would you have done when the popular group of girls invited you to sit with them?
2. What would you have done when you saw the mean actions of Gage, Kenyon and Maeve?
3. Have you ever been with a group of “friends” and seen some of them be mean to or talk bad about another kid and you disagreed with what they were doing or saying? How did that make you feel? What happened and what did you do? 
4. What happened when Lyla tried to stop hanging out with Gage, Kenyon and Meave?
5. Why do you think they tried frame Lyla?
6. The last page of the book ends with the question “What would you do?” Ask the students individually or in groups what they would do if this had happened to them. 
7. Would you want to go back to that school next year if this had happened to you? Why or why not?
8. Go to StopBullying.gov and watch one of the videos and discuss the actions of the characters.  http://www.stopbullying.gov/kids/webisodes/index.html

WEB SITES
StopBullying 
http://www.stopbullying.gov/kids/http://www.stopbullying.gov/kids/webisodes/index.htmlwebisodes/index.html
Web site is appropriate for K12 students with cartoon-style videos and games for younger students and realistic videos appropriate for teens. 

YouTube
http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=polacco%27s%20bully&sm=1
Patricia Polacco talks about her book in several videos and proposes questions.

TeachersPayTeachers
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Bully-A-Patricia-Polacco-Literature-Unit-716631
This is a complete instructional unit for grades 4-6.
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