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SUMMARY 

In the London of 1837 the young daughters of nobility counted the days, waiting for the time to look for handsome young sons (of higher nobility) to court and wed. This time was not for thoughts of careers and certainly a time for studies, even if those studies included magic. Penelope (Pen) Leland is no exception, the balls and parties, just filled with handsome eligible young men to flirt with was her heart’s desire. While her twin sister Persephone (Persy) was devoted to her magic studies and could care less about the season of “coming out”. The girls did agree on two things, they loved their governess, Ally, who taught them all about magic and their idol was Princess Victoria who was soon to be Queen of England. 
Soon after arriving in London, Ally disappears from a busy London street and the adventure begins. While trying to find Ally the girls uncover a plot to enchant Princess Victory. The trail leads them on an adventure through ballrooms and palaces, where they meet shady royal spinsters and have to deal with an Irish Wizard. Persy soon discovers that the “coming out” ritual is not all that bad and that finding a husband can actually be an adventure in itself.
AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Marissa was born in Massachusetts into a family of readers. Being from Massachusetts and living near the ocean gave Marissa a love for the water. She claims that being on or near the water is where she is the happiest. Massachusetts is also a great place to fall in love with the past; she majored in History and Archeology in college and still reads a lot of non-fiction material on those subjects. She is a writer, a wife, a mother and adores her 15 pound French Lop rabbit named Maple.

http://www.marissadoyle.com/bio.php
OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR “Author has only one other title”
Betraying Season by Doyle, Marissa. New York: Henry Holt and Co., 2009. 
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

English Language Arts
· A good lesson is available at Read Write Think that requires students to analyze the gender roles of characters.  The lesson plan time frame would be three to four 50-minute sessions.  Bewitching Season would be a great book to read and then use the dialogue to find societal stereotypes of the time period the book is set in.

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/said-said-analyzing-gender-287.html             

6th Grade GLE 8. 7th Grade GLE 2. 8th Grade GLE 2.
Art/Language Arts

· A creative activity to draw students into the Victorian Age, which is the setting for Bewitching Season, would require students to use web sites or other aides to create a visual representation of the dress of this time period.  Students would be required to work in cooperative groups of two to four students to create a group project. Each group would be responsible for creating a poster representing the characters in the book in the dress of the time. Students would also be required to supply certain lines from the book that helped decide on the attire for the character on the poster.  A rubric will be provided to guide students in the group process of creating their poster.  

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.shtml
BBC

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/interactive/games/dressing_up_f/index_embed.shtml 

           
BBC         

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bristol/content/articles/2008/02/14/dress_feature.shtml 

Woodland-Junior School

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/victorians/clothes/buying.html 

Check out the word document at the end of the page at Westsussex.gov it contains pictures of children’s, women’s, and men’s clothing during the Victorian period.

6th Grade GLE 4 & 8. 7th Grade GLE 2 & 6. 8th Grade GLE 2.
· Another lesson that would blend the use of art with an activity centered on a literary element would be the “Travel Brochures: Highlighting the Setting of a Story” lesson at the Read Write Think web site.  Students could do some research on the English country side and the city of London during the 1800’s to help them in designing their brochures. Also students may want to include information about upcoming balls and societal gatherings for young ladies entering society. The lesson has great ideas but it could be modified to fit the teacher and students extensions of creativity.
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/travel-brochures-highlighting-setting-961.html 

6th Grade GLE 6 & 7. 7th Grade GLE 2 & 7. 8th Grade GLE 2.
History
· Although the book Bewitching Season is fiction several of the characters were real. The characters of Princess Victoria, Queen Adelaide, Princess Sophia, the Duchess of Kent, and Sir John Conroy are actual historical figures. The teacher could have the students chose a character and research their life, then relate what they find in their research to the story line in the book. A list of web sites that can be used to locate some information on some of the characters is listed in the web sites section of this study guide.  Web sites and web links are listed below regarding some of the historical figures that were also characters in the book.
Extension Lesson
· The lesson could be extended further through the study of the time period and the writer Charles Dickens. According to history Lord Melbourne had influence over Queen Victoria regarding her choice of leisure reading. Lord Melbourne did not think the novel Oliver Twist was appropriate for a young woman of her position to read books about people living in such situations as Oliver.  After reading the book Oliver Twist or watching the movie students could complete further research about this time period and then write an essay in cooperative groups to argue for or against Lord Melbourne’s advice to the queen. The cooperative groups will be of two to three students and this group will be responsible for peer editing of the paper.

http://www.42explore.com/dickens.htm 

Extension Lesson
· Marissa Doyle has a link to a blog spot titled Nineteen Teen that has information about the influence Charles Dickens, Queen Victoria and Prince Albert had on Christmas. Further research could be done on the way Christmas was celebrated prior to Queen Victoria’s reign and the publishing of a Christmas Carol.  The class could read a Christmas Carol after they finish the Bewitching Season then complete a project concerning the changes in Christmas traditions during this time period in history. Another way to culminate the end of this lesson would be to instruct students to write a persuasive essay on why Christmas is better today than before the Victorian Age.
http://nineteenteen.blogspot.com/search/label/Charles%20Dickens 
http://www.42explore.com/dickens.htm 
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/3093 
GLE=Grade Level Expectations
Source: Louisiana Department of Education
http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/saa/1915.html 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What is Pen and Persy’s full name? What is their brother’s name? What does Persy do to her brother in the first chapters of the book? 
2. What language was Pen and Persy’s brother allowed to learn that was excluded from the girls’ studies?  What book did Persy want to read that was written in that language originally? 

3. Who was Pen and Persy’s governess? What did she teach them that most governesses would not teach young ladies of that time period?  How is the governess’s family different from most families of that time?
4. With whom did the twins share a birthday?  Who was the queen that the girls were to be presented to during their presentation to society?  What was the purpose of young ladies being presented in society and why did they attend balls and social functions? 
5.  Who is Sir John Conroy and how is he connected to Michael Carrighar? What connection does Sir John Conroy and Michael Carrighar have to the disappearance of Miss Ally? 
6.  Who is Lochinvar and how does he help Persy and Charles? What interest does Lochinvar and Persy share? 
Reading Group/Discussion Questions Are Available at Marisa Doyle’s web site at the link below.

http://www.marissadoyle.com/media/DiscussionQuestions.pdf 
WEB SITES

Marissa Doyle

http://www.marissadoyle.com/bewitchingseason.php
Marissa Doyle’s web site with information about her two books and interesting links to information about the time period her books are set in. Also a link to Reading/Group Discussion Questions is available for the Bewitching Season at this site. 
Read Write Think
http://www.readwritethink.org/
A web site full of wonderful lesson plan ideas complete with estimated lesson time, student objectives, and step by step activities for each lesson session. Also, this web site has links to technological interactive tools to help students’ complete activities and suggestions for assessments or links to rubrics, etc. The lessons are listed in grades bands of K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12.  Please see links below listed under Student 

BBC

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/victoria_queen.shtml 

A brief write up on Queen Victoria’s life.  
BBC British History Timeline

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/interactive/timelines/british/index_embed.shtml 

This is a timeline on Great Britain during the Victorian Age of Queen Victoria’s reign.

In order to view the major events during Queen Victoria’s reign click on Victorian Britain 1837-1910.
BBC The Sceptred Isle 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/history/sceptred_isle/page/140.shtml?question=140 

The BBC link to “The Sceptred Isle” has information about Queen Victoria and Sir John Conroy.
BBC Victoria As A Girl

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/victorians/queen_victoria_01.shtml 

The link to information about Queen Victoria as a girl and princess also has a few tid bits about Sir John Conroy and Lord Melbourne as well. 
Fact Monster

http://www.blupete.com/Hist/BiosNS/1800-67/Ills/Duke&DuchessKent.htm 

Portraits of the Duke and Duchess of Kent Queen Victoria’s parents

Kid Cyber

http://www.kidcyber.com.au/topics/adelaide.htm 

Adelaide, Australia is named after Queen Adelaide.
About.Com

http://womenshistory.about.com/library/etext/bl_eminent_victoria_a.htm  

The About.Com web site has women’s history information concerning Princess Sophia and Queen Victoria.

Spartacus
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/PRvictoria.htm 

The Spartacus Education web site has an informative write up about Queen Victoria and people that were important to her personal life and her life as a monarch.

Spartacus Time Search

http://www.timesearch.info/spartacus/default.asp?tree_selection1=&tree_selection2=&sort2=&bottomsort=2183665&topsort=&direction=NEXT&viewtext=&keywords=&timelineid=&getyear=&searchfor=&wordsite=&trees_selections=&conid=2
The time line link on the Spartacus web site shows the relation to Queen Victoria taking the throne in 1837 and the publishing of Charles Dickens book Oliver Twist.  

42 Explore

http://www.42explore.com/dickens.htm 

The 42 Explore path finder has links to many sites concerning Charles Dickens and his literary works.  
Fact Monster

http://www.factmonster.com/spot/love6.html 

A short write up on Queen Victoria and her husband Prince Albert.

Rubistar  

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.shtml 

Rubistar is a great web site for teachers to use for creating, saving, and editing rubrics online.
New York Times

http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/bday/0524.html 

Obituary on Queen Victoria in the New York Times on January 23, 1901.  A long write up on the long 64 year reign of the Queen that is interesting and informative.
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/3093 

A lesson plan for the use of A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens is available at this link on the Learn NC web site. 
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