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SUMMARY

Annabelle, Sophia, and Mia have been best friends since Kindergarten.  They attended St. Catherine’s all girls elementary school.  Annabelle and her Mom have been living in an apartment.  Mom has been dating Ted, who Annabelle calls Dweeble.  The three girls go off to summer together.  Sophia and Mia return home and to St. Catherine’s for sixth grade.  Annabelle’s Mom and Dweeble moved into a new house 30 miles from their old apartment, while Annabelle was away at summer camp.  Annabelle would be attending Birchwood Middle School.  For the first time, Annabelle would be in class with boys and girls.  Annabelle misses her old apartment, Sophia, Mia, and St. Catherine's deeply.  Mom tries to make Annabelle feel better about moving by surprising her with a dog.  Annabelle must train him.  She is shocked to find that the dog training lessons seem to work on the sixth grade boys at Birchwood Middle School.

AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Leslie Margolis always wanted to be an author.  She grew up in Los Angeles, California.  Leslie Margolis attended college in Massachusetts and studied political science.  After college, she took a job at a children’s book publishing house.  She moved to London to work on a master’s degree in social anthropology.   She decided to use what she learned there to write novels.  She now lives in Brooklyn, New York with her husband, son, and dog.

Source of Author Information:

Leslie Margolis’ Official Website




 http://www.lesliemargolis.com/
OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR 

Girls Acting Catty by Leslie Margolis.  Bloomsbury Children’s Books.  2009.  179 pages.
Annabelle is in sixth grade.  Her mother is preparing to get remarried.  She has to learn how to accept having a step-father and step-brother.  She is becoming a young woman.  She starts wearing a bra and shaving her legs.  At school, she discovers that adolescent girls can be very catty.  Annabelle struggles to find a way to cope with their mean behavior.
RELATED TITLES

The Fast and the Furriest by Andy Behrens.  Alfred A. Knopf.  2010.  247 pages.
Kevin’s father is a Chicago football hero.  Kevin is not athletic at all.  He is downright lazy.  Kevin’s dog Cromwell turns out to be very agile and athletic.  Kevin and Cromwell spend the summer in dog agility classes and competitions.

Listen!  by Stephanie S. Tolan.  Harper Collins.  2006.  197 pages.

Charley is a twelve year old girl.  She is recuperating from a car accident.  Charley must take long walks to strengthen her hurt leg.  On one of these walks, she meets a stray dog.  She keeps him and names his Coyote.  Coyote helps Charley get better and finally deal with her mother’s death.

Dogspeak:  How to Learn it, Speak it, and Use it to Have a Happy, Healthy, Well-Behaved Dog by Bashkim Dibra.  Simon & Schuster.  2001.  270 pages.

Dibra Bashkim’s dog training theory is based on the eight central factors of pack behavior.  Bashkim teaches dog owners to understand dogspeak.

The Trouble with Cupid by Laura Langston.  Fitzhenry & Whiteside.  2008.  251 pages.

Erin is an eighth grade girl.  The school dance is in danger of being cancelled because the school doesn’t have the money to pay for it.  The student body decides to enter their school mascot into the Woofer Dog Food Competition.  They hope to win the $5,000 prize.  This will allow the school dance to be held after-all.  Unfortunately, Cupid, the school mascot is lazy and stubborn.  Erin and Zach are assigned to train Cupid for the competition.

Essential Dog:  The Ultimate Guide to Owning a Happy and Healthy Pet by Caroline Davis.  Reader’s Digest Association.  2006.  192 pages.

Davis’ book provides a wealth of information to soon-to-be dog owners and current dog owners.  Dog behavior, caring for your dog, and caring for your sick dog are discussed.

ASPCA Complete Dog Care Manual by Bruce Fogle.  DK.  2006.  192 pages.

Fogle offers dog owners a practical guide to dog care.  Topics discussed include:  choosing your puppy, house breaking, feeding, grooming, training, health, etc.

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Social Studies

Annabelle learns how to communicate her thoughts and needs to the boys at Birchwood Middle School.  Students can learn more about how they can communicate their thoughts and needs to others by reading and discussing the information found at http://stress.about.com/od/relationships/ht/howtoassert.htm.  Students can learn to stick to the facts when discussing behavior they would like to see changed.  Students can learn not to exaggerate, but instead to describe the behavior.  Students can learn to use “I messages” to communicate their thoughts and needs.  Students can brainstorm age appropriate conflict situations.  Students can then discuss appropriate ways to handle these conflicts using what they learned from the About.com Stress Management:  How to Learn Assertive Communication in 5 Simple Steps website.

Science and Computer
Annabelle trains Pepper.  Students can learn more about dog training by exploring http://www.cesarsway.com/.  Students can learn about   Cesar’s Way Achieving Balance Between People and Dogs:  Cesar’s Tips.  This activity will be most meaningful to students who own dogs.  For this reason, students should probably explore the website in pairs.  Students who do not own dogs should be paired up with students who do own dogs.  Each pair should try to find at least three pieces of information that could help resolve difficulties the dog owning student has with his or her dog.  Students should write down the tips they select.  Each pair of students should verbally report to the class what tips they selected and explain why they are relevant to the dog in question.

Students can learn about various dog breeds using the Dog Breed Encyclopedia at http://www.dogencyclopedia.org/.   Each student can choose a different dog breed to research.  Students can write a one page report on their chosen breed including a small picture of the breed.  Students should include information on appearance, temperament, grooming, health problems, life expectancy, and activity level.  Students should read the information presented in the Dog Breed Encyclopedia and express the information in their own words.  Students should properly cite their source.  Students can use Son of a Citation Machine, http://citationmachine.net/index2.php?start=&reqstyleid=1&mode=form&reqsrcid=MLA Reference Online&more=&nameCnt=1#,  to cite the online encyclopedia using MLA style.   

Language Arts

Students can complete a teacher made word search using words pulled from Boys are Dogs.  Teachers can use Discovery Education’s Puzzle-maker at Error! Hyperlink reference not valid., to make a word search.  Students can be involved in making the word search by suggesting words that they feel should be included.  
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Prologue

How did the girls at summer camp prepare for the dance?

Why were the girls disappointed by the boys behavior at the dance?

What behavior did the girls expect from the boys, when they were planning and preparing for the dance?
Chapter One:  A Slobbery Surprise

While Annabelle was at summer camp, what changed?

Why does Annabelle expect her mom’s adjustment to be much easier than her own?

When her mom says there will be a surprise at home for Annabelle, what is Annabelle hoping it will be?

What does the surprise turn out to be?

How does Annabelle react to her surprise?

Chapter Two:  New Friends with Weird Hats
How is Annabelle’s new school different from her old school?

Who does Annabelle make friends with first?

Why do you think Annabelle asked if “Stripe” can sleep in her room?

Why did Annabelle take him out of the kennel?

What did “Stripe” do while Annabelle slept?

Chapter Three:  The Bad Beginning

How was Annabelle dressed on her first day at Birchwood Middle School?

How is Birchwood Middle School different from St. Catherine’s?

How did Isabelle end up in a Spanish III class instead of her own English class?

Which teacher did Annabelle like better?  Why?

Who did Annabelle eat lunch with?

How do the girls react, when Jackson shows up at their lunch table?

Why did Annabelle wish she could use camouflage to avoid Jackson?

Who is Jackson?

Chapter Four:  The Loner Table

Who does Annabelle end up sitting with in science class?  Describe them.

How do they treat Annabelle?

In your opinion, why didn’t Annabelle tell her mother about her almost all bad first day of school?

Would you have told your mother?

Chapter Five:  Stripe Gets Trained Sort Of

How does “Stripe” help Annabelle?

How did Annabelle, Ted, and Mom have dinner?

How was that different from Annabelle and Mom’s dinners in their old apartment?

Why doesn’t Ted want drinks without coasters or food on his French coffee table?

What does Annabelle think about Ted’s coffee table rules?

Chapter Six:  Rude Wake-Ups (and Other Not-Fun Facts About Birchwood Middle School
How does Annabelle deal with being kicked during English class?

How would you deal with that?

Does Mr. Beller do anything to help Annabelle deal with this problem?

How does “Stripe” become “Pepper”?
Chapter Seven:  Dog-Speak
How did Annabelle handle Tobias kicking her chair today?

Did this reaction change Tobias’ behavior?  Why or why not?

Why do you think training Pepper seemed to be helping Annabelle communicate more effectively with boys at Birchwood Middle School?
Chapter Eight:  Boy-Speak

Annabelle learns that dogs are pack animals.  In your opinion are Birchwood Middle School boys also pack animals?  Why or why not?

Chapter Nine:  Dominant Dogs

Who is Jason?

What is special about the box of chocolates Ted bought?

Why shouldn’t dogs each chocolate?

Chapter Ten:  Boy Treats

Annabelle learns that dogs respond to food.  Do people respond to food as well?

How did Annabelle get the Corn Dog Boys to share the lunch table with the girls?

Chapter Eleven:  Scaredy-Cats

How was PE different today?

Which boy at Birchwood Middle School is Annabelle still having trouble communicating effectively with?

What happened between Annabelle and Jackson at her locker?

Chapter Twelve:  Buttons Breaks and Laundry Aches

Why does Annabelle fold all of the laundry except Ted’s running shorts?

Chapter Thirteen:  Cut to the Chase

What happened to Annabelle’s book report?

Chapter Fourteen:  Jackson Strikes Again

How does Annabelle feel about Birchwood Middle School?

Would Annabelle want to go back to St. Catherine’s?  Why or why not?

Chapter Fifteen:  Dweeble Takes Flight

Where did Ted go?  Why?

Describe Annabelle and Mom’s dinner?

Chapter Sixteen:  The Purple Envelope

What is in the purple envelope?

Chapter Seventeen:  House Arrest

Why didn’t Annabelle’s book report get a good grade?

Did Annabelle effectively communicate with Mr. Beller?  Why or why not?

Chapter Eighteen:  Birthday Bashing

Why is Annabelle nervous about attending Rachel’s birthday party?

Do you think Annabelle, Sophia, and Mia will still dress up as the three blind mice for Halloween?  Why or why not?

Annabelle describes Jackson as her Voldemort.  Who is Voldemort?

What happened when Jackson showed up at Rachel’s birthday party?

How did Annabelle react to Jackson’s behavior?

Chapter Nineteen:  Boys, Basketball, and Bribes

Why is there suddenly a basketball hoop at Annabelle’s house?

Who did Annabelle play basketball with?

WEB SITES

Leslie Margolis’ Official Website




 http://www.lesliemargolis.com/
About.com Stress Management:  How to Learn Assertive Communication in 5 Simple Steps http://stress.about.com/od/relationships/ht/howtoassert.htm
Cesar’s Way Achieving Balance Between People and Dogs:  Cesar’s Tips http://www.cesarsway.com/
The Dog Breed Encyclopedia




 http://www.dogencyclopedia.org/
Son of a Citation Machine:  MLA Style:  Online Encyclopedia Citation http://citationmachine.net/index2.php?start=&reqstyleid=1&mode=form&reqsrcid=MLA Reference Online&more=&nameCnt=1#
Discovery Education’s Puzzle-maker http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/WordSearchSetupForm.asp
PAGE  
1

