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SUMMARY

Jerry Siegel thought of Tarzan, Flash Gordon, and Buck Rogers as his friends.  He loved reading comic strips about them.  It was a great escape from reality.  His father had died of a heart attack, during a robbery of his clothing store.  Jerry even wrote adventure and science fiction stories of his own.  Jerry’s only friend at school was Joe Shuster.  Joe shared Jerry’s affinity for comic strips.  Joe spent hours drawing comic strip characters.  Jerry and Joe wanted to produce a comic strip together and then sell it a newspaper syndicate.  They created a science fiction story in cartoons.  Joe tore it up, after it was rejected by only one publisher.  One night Jerry had an idea.  He worked on it all night long.  He created a character with unbelievable strength.  He could leap so high, that it was almost like flying.  He would be an alien, who would protect humans.  He would like an ordinary human.  He would have great confidence.  He would have a secret identity.  Jerry ran to Joe’s house in the early morning.  Joe drew comic strip characters and pictures to go with Jerry’s story.  Joe spent all day drawing.  They wanted to put something on the front of their hero’s costume.  They decided to put an S.  The S is for super, Siegel, and Shuster.  Jerry and Joe created a series of comic strips.  They took their work to many publishers.  They finally found a publisher that wanted to create a comic book from their story and pictures.  A comic book would be a whole new format.  Their story was published in Action Comics June 1938.  The comic book was a hit.  Superman became part of radio broadcasts, short animated films, books, motion pictures, and television programs.

AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Marc Tyler Nobleman was born, raised, and still lives in Connecticut.  He started drawing when he was a little boy.  When he was eleven years old, he won a mascot drawing contest at his elementary school.  He drew a toucan that became his school’s mascot.  Nobleman’s drawings were featured in his high school’s newspaper and a couple of local newspapers.  His artwork has been published in magazines, books, and television.  Marc Tyler Nobleman’s artwork has been in several children’s magazines, including National Geographic Kids, Nick Jr., Nickelodeon, etc.

Source of Author Information:

Marc Tyler Nobleman’s Official Website
http://www.mtncartoons.com
OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR

Vocabulary Cartoon of the Day for Grades 2-3:  180 Reproducible Cartoons That Expand Students’ Vocabularies to Help them Become Better Readers and Writers by Marc Tyler Nobleman.  Scholastic.  2010.  96 pages.

This professional volume introduces 180 vocabulary words with reproducible cartoons for grades 2-3.  Each entry includes the part of speech, a definition, and a sample sentence. 

Vocabulary Cartoon of the Day: 180 Reproducible Cartoons That Help Kids Build a Robust and Prodigious Vocabulary by Marc Tyler Nobleman.  Scholastic.  2005.  64 pages.

This professional volume introduces 180 vocabulary words with reproducible cartoons for grades 4-6.  Each entry includes the part of speech, a definition, and a sample sentence.

RELATED TITLES

Cartooning for Kids.  By Mike Artell.  Sterling.  2001.  128 pages.

Artell illustrates how to draw line cartoons for people and animals.  Facial expressions, body shapes, and movement are explored.

1-2-3 Draw Cartoon Aliens and Space Stuff: a Step-by-Step Guide.  By Steve Barr.  Peel Productions.  2003.  62 pages.

Barr offers step-by-step instructions to draw cartoon aliens, space creatures, and objects.

The Cartoonist’s Big Book of Drawing Animals.  By Christopher Hart.  Watson-Guptill.  2008.  224 pages.

Hart provides step by step instructions explaining how to draw cartoon animals.  Different facial expressions are used to express different feelings.  Various types of characters are discussed, such as the evil genius.

Draw Mini Manga!  By Christopher Hart.  Wastson-Guptill.  2006.  64 pages.

Simple lines and curves are used to draw mini manga characters.

Comic Strips:  Create Your Own Comic Strips from Start to Finish:  Create Characters!  Write Jokes!  Get Published!  By Art Roche.  Lark Books.  2006.  112 pages.

Roche, a professional cartoonist, explains how to create cartoons and get them published.  Framing, point of view, layout, and design are discussed and illustrated.

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Art and Language Arts

Students can study examples of comic strips from books or local newspapers.  Students can create a comic book character of their own.  After students are happy with their characters, they can create a simple storyline.  Students can illustrate their story with a five frame comic strip.  A variety of blank comic strip layouts are available to print and use at the following website, http://www.donnayoung.org/art/comics.htm.
Social Studies

Students can research Jerry Siegel and/or Joe Shuster.  Students can use library books, reference books or websites to conduct their research.  The www.abcteach.com “Book Report Form:  Biography” at http://www.abcteach.com/free/b/biography.pdf could be used as is with a biography book or tweaked for use with a reference book or website.  

Science

Students can learn that science fiction is based on real science.  Students can learn about the science fiction of Superman’s kryptonite.  A wealth of information can be found in Tracy Wilson’s article on http://entertainment.howstuffworks.com/kryptonite.htm.  Students can learn the real facts about kryptonite on the National History Museum of London’s website at http://www.nhm.ac.uk/about-us/news/2007/april/news_11392.html.  The article says:  “A new mineral matching kryptonite’s unique chemistry, as described in the film Superman Returns, has been identified by scientists at the National History Museum and Canada’s National Research Council.  The large green crystals of kryptonite have a devastating effect on the superhero.  However, unlike its famous counterpart, the new mineral is white, powdery and not radioactive.  And, rather than coming from outer space, the real kryptonite was found in Serbia.”

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Why did Jerry Siegel wish he could just go back home, when he was at school?

Why did Jerry Siegel think of Tarzan, Flash Gordon, and Buck Rogers as his friends?

How did Jerry Siegel’s father die?

How did comic strips help Jerry Siegel deal with his father’s death?

What kind of stories did Jerry Siegel like to write?

Why were Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster such good friends?

What did Joe Shuster like to draw?

Why did Joe Shuster often draw on butcher paper or the back of discarded wallpaper?

Why did Joe Shuster often wear a coat and gloves, when he was drawing in his house?

What plan did Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster make?

What happened to the science fiction story in cartoons that Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster created, after it was turned down by only one publisher?

What part of it did Jerry Siegel manage to save?

Jerry Siegel created a character that had qualities that he lacked himself.  What were those qualities?

Why did Jerry Siegel stay awake writing all night long?

How did Joe Shuster react to reading Jerry Siegel’s story?

Why did he draw all day long?

What does the S on Superman’s chest mean?

How long did it take Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster to find a publisher for their first Superman comic?

In 1938 when the first Superman comic book was published, how did people react?
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