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SUMMARY

Willow is twelve years old.  She and her family live in Alaska.  Willow is happiest when she is mushing their team of dogs.  Roxy is her favorite dog.  She is not interested in racing the Iditarod.  She just enjoys mushing the dogs along the trails.  She wants to mush the dogs twelve miles away from home to her grandparents’ house all by herself.  Mom thinks Willow should not go.  Dad thinks Willow may be ready to make this journey on her own.  Willow does get her parents’ permission to take this trip alone.  The trip there goes very smoothly.  The return trip is disastrous.  Willow is mushing the dogs too fast and they are approaching a blind curve.  A dead tree has fallen onto the trail.  By the time Willow can see the fallen tree, the dogs don’t have enough time to stop.  Roxy, the lead dog, is badly injured.  Her eyes are a bloody mess.  Roxy is taken to the vet.  Unfortunately, the vet says that Roxy is blind and there is nothing that they can do.  The vet recommends euthanasia.  Willow wants to keep Roxy safe.  She takes Roxy to her grandparent’s house and asks for their help.  Willow learns more about herself and her family in the process of protecting Roxy.

AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Helen Frost was born in 1949 in South Dakota.  She has nine brothers and sisters.  She has lived in South Dakota, Oregon, Massachusetts, New York, Vermont, Colorado, Alaska, California, and Indiana.  She graduated from Syracuse University.  Helen Frost majored in elementary education with a concentration in English.  She earned a master’s degree in English from Indiana University.  Helen Frost received a 2009 National Endowment for the Arts Poetry Fellowship.  She writes books for children, young adults, and adults.  Her books include poetry, novels in poems, plays, picture books, and non-fiction books.  She lives in Fort Wayne, Indiana with her husband, sons, and grandchildren. vowel
Source of Author Information

Helen Frost’s Official Website

http://www.helenfrost.net/section.php?section=bio
MacMillan Books:  Author:  Helen Frost

http://us.macmillan.com/author/helenfrost
OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR

Spinning Through the Universe:  a Novel in Poems from Room 214 by Helen Frost.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux.  2004.  93 pages.

Mrs. Williams, her fifth-grade students, and their custodian talk about their lives at school and at home in a series of 22 poems.
	
	


RELATED TITLES

Julie of the Wolves by Jean Craighead George.  Harper Collins.  1972.  170 pages.
Julie of the Wolves won the Newberry Medal.   Thirteen year old Julie runs away from home to escape an arranged marriage.  Julie gets lost on the North Slope of Alaska.  She befriends a pack of wolves.
Julie by Jean Craighead George.  Harper Trophy.  1996.  226 pages.

Julie is the sequel to the Newberry Award winning Julie of the Wolves.  Julie returns to her Dad’s Eskimo village.  Julie struggles to save the wolves.

Water Sky by Jean Craighead George.  Harper Trophy.  1989.  212 pages.

Lincoln, a young boy, joins an Eskimo whaling expedition.  He learns how important whaling is to Eskimo culture.  Lincoln feels torn between his ancestral ways and his own desire to save the whales from extinction.  

Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen.  Harper Collins.  2001.  241 pages.

Cole Matthews, a 15 year old juvenile delinquent, agrees to enter an Inuit circle justice program in order to avoid jail time.  Cole is sentenced to spend a year alone on a remote island in Alaska.  Cole has no intention of serving out this sentence.  He plans to escape.  Cole is attacked by a white spirit bear.

The Trap by John Smelcer.  Holt.  2006.  170 pages.

Albert, an old man in his seventies, is caught by own of his own wolf traps.  Albert’s seventeen year old grandson, Johnny, struggles to find his place in this community that is quickly losing its ties to Native Alaskan traditions.  Johnny searches for his grandfather, when he doesn’t return from checking his traps.

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS
Social Studies and Computer

Willow says that many of her peers are very interested in racing the Iditarod.  Students can read about the Iditarod on the Official Site of the Iditarod, http://www.iditarod.com/learn/.  Students can view short videos about the Iditarod, the racers, and the dogs for free at the following link:  http://insider.iditarod.com/index.cfm?event=media.category.list&MediaCategoryID=Free.

Willow contemplates her name.  She thinks about how it fits her.  Students reading Diamond Willow may begin to think more deeply about their own names.  Students can learn more about the meanings of their own names using a baby names book or website.  A few good websites include:  http://www.babynames.com/Names/search.php and  http://www.babycenter.com/baby-names.

Science, Social Studies, and Computer
Willow talks about the diamond willow stick that prompted her Dad to name her Willow.  Students who are unfamiliar with diamond willow sticks will undoubtedly find seeing them and learning how they are made interesting.  Students can learn all about diamond willow sticks at http://carverscompanion.com/Ezine/Vol4Issue2/KLaninga/KLaninga.html, and http://www.canequest.com/diamond_willow.asp.  
Math
Students can see the actual prize winnings for Iditarod racers that place between first and thirtieth place at   http://iditarodblogs.com/news/files/2010/03/PrizeMoney2010.pdf.  Students can use this information to answer teacher made word problems.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Author’s Note

Why did Helen Frost make Willow, the main character of Diamond Willow, part Athabascan?

Why did Helen Frost choose to write the novel mostly in diamond shaped poems with hidden messages in bold print?

Describe the diamond willow.

How do the diamonds in diamond willow form?

Pages 3-16
How does Willow feel about her name?

How does Willow feel about her dogs?

Why does Willow find the dogs easier to be with than people?

What did Willow find, when she was cleaning out the woodshed?

How did her Dad react?

What does he want Willow to do with it?

Willow wants to mush the dogs alone twelve miles to Grandma and Grandpa’s house.  What does her Mom say about this?  What does her Dad say about this?

What possible dangers does Mom see?

Pages 16-24

The spirit of John her great-great-grandfather (Red Fox) watches over her.  What does he worry about?

Grandma and Grandpa speak to each other in Dinak’i.  Does Willow understand that language?

Willow says:  “It’s warm today, almost up to zero.”  Explain how this could be considered warm.

Pages 25-28

The spirit of Jean, her great-great-great grandmother (Spruce Hen) watches her return trip.  Why does she worry about Willow?

What happens to Roxy?

How does Willow bandage Roxy’s injury?

How does Willow transport Roxy?

Describe Willow’s injury.

Pages 29-36

When Willow and her dogs return home, what does her Mom do?  What does her Dad do?

How does Willow feel about Roxy’s injury?

What does the vet say about Roxy’s condition?

Who does Willow talk to about Roxy’s injury and how she feels about it?  Why might it be easier for Willow to talk to her than to her own family members?

Willow recalls her Dad saying “The exact two sentences I do not want to hear.”  What are those two sentences?

Pages 37-44

Mom and Dad discuss whether or not they should put Roxy to sleep.  Why don’t they discuss this openly with Willow?

How does Willow find out what Roxy’s vet recommended?

How does Willow find out what “Euthanasia” means?

What does she do, when she finds out what “Euthanasia” means?

What plan does Willow make to keep Roxy safe?

Do you think this is a safe plan?  Why or why not?

Willow finds a note in her Mom’s handwriting.  What does the note say?  How do you think Willow feels about this note?

Pages 45-51

Willow and Kaylie make a fire and shelter themselves with the sled.  Describe the place where they take shelter?

Pages 52-60

Why did Roxy growl during the snowstorm?

Where does Willow want to go?

Where does Kaylie want to go?

What happens when Richard, a boy that likes Kaylie, mushes up with his dogs and sled?

What do Grandma and Grandpa do, when Willow and Roxy arrive?

Pages 61-68

When Willow explains her plan to Grandma, what does Grandma say?

Pages 69-75

When Dad arrives, is he mad at Willow?  How do you know?

Why does Willow want to take care of Roxy so badly?

Pages 76-80

Grandpa said:  “Maybe it’s time for us to tell Willow”.  What does he want Willow to know?

In your opinion, why was this the right time to tell Willow?

How are Willow and Roxy connected?

Are Willow’s Mom and Dad ready to share decisions about Roxy with Willow?

Pages 81-88
Why has Roxy never really liked Suzanna very much?

Who takes Willow to the “secret, sacred place”?  Where is it?

Why was that spot chosen as the proper place to spread Diamond’s ashes?

Pages 89-93

How does Roxy feel about being a house dog?

Pages 94-100

Why does Willow suspect that Roxy’s eyes may be getting better?

What do Willow, Mom, and Dad decide about Roxy’s future?

Pages 101-109

Who does Cora (Willow’s great-grandfather’s sister) think that Roxy was when she was human?

Does Willow tell Kaylie her suspicions about Roxy’s eyesight?  Why or Why not?

What did Willow do with the diamond willow stick? 
How does Willow feel about being named Diamond Willow?
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