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SUMMARY

Willie is in fifth grade.  He plays little league baseball.  Unfortunately, Willie is not very good at playing baseball.  Willie is lonely because Tim, his very best friend, just moved out of state.  Lizzie, one of Willie’s classmates who is originally from England, comes to all of his baseball games.  Lizzie cheers really loudly for Willie.  He finds it very embarrassing.  His parents are unbelievably over protective.  Willie meets an invisible blue hairy chimpanzee wearing board shorts named Dodger.  Everything in Willie’s life changes drastically with Dodger around.
AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Jordan Sonnenblick lives in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania with his wife and two children.  He has written seven books for children and young adults.  He spent most of his childhood in Staten Island, New York.  He was inspired to become a novelist when he read The Dark is Rising, as a fourth grade student.  The New York Yankees are his favorite baseball team.  He went to the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia and majored in English.  He taught 8th grade English for many years.  One of his students had a younger brother with cancer.  He wanted to recommend a book for her to read about a similar situation.  He couldn’t find a good book to recommend for her.  So, he wrote Drums, Girls & Dangerous Pie.  He has been writing books ever since.  The second book in the Dodger series, Dodger for President was published in June of 2009.  Jordan Sonnenblick is currently writing the third and final book in the Dodger series.
Source of Author Information

Jordan Sonnenblick’s Official Website

http://www.jordansonnenblick.com/
OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR

Dodger for President by Jordan Sonnenblick.  Feiwel and Friends, An Imprint of Macmillan.  2009.  168 pages.
Dodger for President is a sequel to Dodger and Me.  Willie Ryan’s ex-genie Dodger disguises himself as Willie Ryan.  He agrees to run for fifth grade class president with Lizzie as his running mate.  When the real Willie Ryan finds out, he considers withdrawing from the race.  Some of his friends encourage him to run.

	
	


RELATED TITLES

Diary of a Fairy Godmother by Esme Raji Codell.  Hyperion Books.  2005.  170 pages.

Hunky Dory is a witch.  She is nothing like the other witches at charm school.  She likes granting wishes.  She doesn’t like casting spells.  When Hunky Dory is expelled from charm school, she decides to become a fairy godmother.

The Magic Paintbrush by Laurence Yep.  Harper Trophy.  2003.  89 pages.

Steve is eight years old.  He lives with his caretakers in San Francisco’s Chinatown.  A magic paintbrush changes their lives.
Philippa Fisher’s Fairy Godsister by Liz Kessler.  Candlewick Press.  2008.  274 pages.

Philippa is lonely.  Daisy, the new girl at school, tells Philippa that she is her fairy godsister.  Philippa will get three wishes.  What should she wish for?

To Catch a Mermaid by Suzanne Selfors.  Little Brown.  2009.  245 pages.

Boom Broom is a twelve year old boy.  He discovers a mermaid baby.  She seems to have put a curse on Boom Broom.  He struggles to return her to the mermaid world, so that she will lift the curse.

The Wish Master by Betty Ren Wright.  Holiday House.  2000.  104 pages.

Corby is forced to spend the summer in Wisconsin with his mom, grandmother, and grandfather.  Corby’s grandmother has had a heart attack and his mother must assist as she recovers.  Corby visits the Wish Master.  He wishes for a dog and a way out of Wisconsin.

Wishes, Kisses, and Pigs by Betsy Gould Hearne.  Aladdin Paperbacks.  2003.  133 pages.

Louise is an eleven year old girl.  She makes a wish on the first evening star she sees and calls her brother a pig.  Someone, her brother is transformed into a pig.  How will he be restored to his human form?

Wishworks, Inc. by Stephanie Tolan.  Arthur A. Levine Books.  2009.  146 pages.

Max is a third grade boy whose parents are divorcing.  He escapes reality by daydreaming.  He dreams of wonderful dog that protects him called King.  He dreams up Wishworks, Inc., a wonderful place where wishes are granted.  He wishes for a real dog.  He gets a dog.  Unfortunately his real dog is nothing like the dog of his daydreams.  Max must learn to be careful what he wishes for.

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Art

Students can draw or paint Dodger.  Painting a hairy blue chimpanzee in board shorts will certainly be lots of fun.

Students can practice line drawing by sketching a baseball field.  Make sure everyone has a ruler to ensure crisp straight lines.
Language Arts and Computer
Willie, Dodger, Lizzie, and Rodger play baseball in Dodger and Me.  Students can learn more about baseball by studying baseball vocabulary.  English Club.Com offers some great information at http://www.englishclub.com/vocabulary/sports-baseball.htm#vocab.  Students can use that information to create their own custom crossword puzzles by using Just Crosswords at http://justcrosswords.com/create_custom_crossword.html.  
Science

Dodger was very offended, when Willie accused him of having “monkey breath”.  Dodger tells Willie that chimpanzees and monkeys are very different.  Students can list the differences between chimpanzees and monkeys.  Students can then share what they learned with a partner.  Partners can then share what they learned with the entire class.  Students may use a print encyclopedia or an online encyclopedia to find this information.  Academic Kids Encyclopedia is a free online encyclopedia.  Students can search for chimpanzee and read the chimpanzee article http://academickids.com/encyclopedia/index.php/Monkey.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Chapter 1:  Willie Strikes Out

Lizzie comes to all of Willie’s baseball games.  Why does Willie find this embarrassing?

Why did Willie’s parents leave his baseball game early?  What does Willie think of their reason for leaving?

List at least three things that Willie and Lizzie have in common.

Chapter 2:  A Meeting in the Woods

Why doesn’t Willie ever cut through the woods?

Why does he cut through the woods on his way home from the baseball game?

Was Willie able to find the trail through the woods that the high school kids use?

Why did Willie take the McDonald’s bag out of the water?

Describe what happened, after Willie picked up the litter.

Who is Dodger?  Describe him.

List at least three things that Willie and Dodger have in common.

Chapter 3:  Not Out of the Woods Yet

Willie asked:  “Dodger…are you a…genie?”  How did Dodger respond?

When Dodger walked right into Willie’s house, why didn’t Willie’s mom react?

Willie found Dodger in a McDonald’s happy meal bag.  What other containers has Dodger been inside of?

Why is Willie in a big hurry to make his three wishes?

What does Dodger say about making a three part plan?

Chapter 4:  Mary Had a Little Lamb

How does Dodger respond when Willie accused him of having “monkey breath”?

What does Dodger think of Lizzie?

What is Willie’s first wish?

How does Dodger grant that first wish?

Is Willie pleased with Dodger’s efforts?

Chapter 5:  The Home Front

List the first two parts of Dodger’s three part plan.

Chapter 6:  Two Birds with One Stone

Why did Lizzie and Willie walk home together?

What happened on their way home?

What does Dodger want to do with Willie and Lizzie?  Why?

How does Lizzie react to Dodger and his plans to play baseball?

Explain Dodger’s “Top Secret Coordination Improvement Plan”.

Does this plan seem to help Willie’s baseball playing skills?
How does Lizzie react to Willie’s bloody nose?
Chapter 7:  Grounded

How does Amy react to Willie’s bloody nose?

How does Willie’s mom react to his bloody nose?

Why is Willie glad that Lizzie can also see Dodger?

List at least four reasons why Dodger likes Lizzie.

Dodger says that part of the three part plan has been successfully completed.  What part of the plan is it?  How has this issue been resolved?  Was it resolved the way Willie originally wanted?

Dodger made a list of danger sources.  What were they?

Which danger source does Dodger choose to use?  Why?

Chapter 8:  Of Fish and Fire
Why is Willie’s mom really impressed?

How do Dodger and Lizzie want Willie to conquer fire?

Explain the “sweetest fish” problem.

What is going on at Willie’s house, when his mom gets home?

Chapter 9:  Bottled Hope, Incorporated

Who is the Great Lasorda – Genie 1st Class?

What does he say about Dodger?

What does Dodger mean?

Why was Dodger sent to Willie?

Why has Lizzie been trying so hard to make friends with Willie?

The Great Lasorda knows that Willie has three wishes.  What three wishes does he list?

How does Lizzie feel about Willie’s first wish?

How does Willie feel about seeing Dodger go?

Chapter 10:  Happily Ever After Dinner

How does the Great Lasorda grant Willie’s second wish?

How does this granted wish change Willie’s family?

Chapter 11:  Practice Makes Perfectly Confused

Willie wants to practice baseball on Dodger’s magical baseball field.  Describe the results.

Who is Rodger?

What does Rodger mean?

How are Dodger and Rodger alike?

How are Dodger and Rodger different?

How are Dodger and Rodger related?

Why does Rodger tend to repeat himself?
Dodger has been searching for someone who values friendship more than wishes.  Why?

What will happen if Dodger finds such a person?
Chapter 12:  Going Down Swinging

Willie asks the Great Lasorda to adjust his first two wishes?  How does Willie want them adjusted?

What are the results of those adjustments?

What is Willie’s third wish?

In your opinion, why doesn’t Jordan Sonnenblick tell us if Willie’s team wins or loses the baseball game?
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