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Brown, Don. Dolley Madison Saves George Washington. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co, 2007.
SUMMARY: In Dolley Madison Saves George Washington, First Lady Dolley Madison is confronted by the British storming the President’s Mansion during the War of 1812.  She is forced to flee, but not before she has the portrait of George Washington removed from the house.  The damage to the mansion during the war forced the walls to be painted white, thus inspiring the title, “The White House,” and Dolley’s insistence on saving the painting allows for it to still be on display today.
AUTHOR’S/ILLUSTRATOR’S BIOGRAPHY:  Don Brown is the author of several children’s history books, including Odd Boy Out:  Young Albert Einstein and American Boy: The Adventures of Mark Twain.  He has written about scientists, astronauts, religious leaders, filmmakers, and much more.  He lives in New York state.
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS:
Social Studies

Dolley Madison/19th Century Life:

· The Hostess with the Mostest:  Students will learn about Dolley Madison’s entertaining methods and will create their own dinner party for people of multiple cultures:  http://www.firstladies.org/curriculum/curriculum.aspx?Curriculum=1006
· Rural Life in the 19th Century:  Students will compare and contrast life on a farm, a plantation and on the frontier.  Students pick a character and will write letters to their friends and family detailing their daily life:  http://www.firstladies.org/curriculum/curriculum.aspx?Curriculum=1008
· All the News That Fits in Print:  Students will compile a history of newspapers from the 19th century, and create a presentation based on their findings:  
http://www.firstladies.org/curriculum/curriculum.aspx?Curriculum=1012
First Ladies:

· Remember the Ladies:  The First Ladies:  Students will be able to name five first ladies and something significant that they did, as well as the traditional duties of first ladies, and untraditional things that some first ladies have done:  http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=337

Lewis & Clark:

· Adventures with Lewis and Clark:  Students will learn the path traveled by Lewis and Clark by role-playing as explorers:  
http://www.firstladies.org/curriculum/curriculum.aspx?Curriculum=1010
The White House:
· What Happens in the White House?  Contains two lessons on the White House.  Lesson one focuses on the functions of the White House; lesson two focuses on the historical events that happened at the White House:  http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=469
· From the White House of Yesterday to the White House of Today:  Lessons focus on the initial design of the White House, exterior changes to the White House, and other presidential houses:  http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=463
Gilbert Stuart’s Portrait of George Washington:

· Saving History – Dolley Madison, the White House, and the War of 1812:  Students will read the letter written by Dolley Madison detailing the rescue of the George Washington portrait, reenact the scene, and discuss the value of an original piece vs. a copy:  http://www.whitehousehistory.org/04/subs/04_b_1812.html
· Here is a link to the letter Dolley Madison wrote to her sister:    http://www.nationalcenter.org/WashingtonBurning1814.html
War of 1812:

· Dolley Madison:  Courage in the Time of War:  Students will learn about the War of 1812, the effect that it had on the White House, and the role of Dolley Madison in saving symbols of the nation:
http://www.firstladies.org/curriculum/curriculum.aspx?Curriculum=1005
· Note:  This lesson calls for a video tour of the White House.  A link is provided at the end of the lesson.

· Were There Two Wars for American Independence?  Students will learn facts about the War of 1812 to determine if it was the second war for American Independence:    http://www.firstladies.org/curriculum/curriculum.aspx?Curriculum=998
· Updated link to the Military Heritage’s War of 1812 page:  http://www.warof1812.ca/
· The link about British Royal Marines in the war is broken.  Here is an additional link to information about British Royal Marines in the War of 1812:  http://home.comcast.net/~1812RoyalMarines/
· Gala Film’s War of 1812 site:  http://www.galafilm.com/1812/e/intro/index.html
Music
Francis Scott Key and The Star-Spangled Banner:
· Oh, Say, Can You See What the Star-Spangled Banner Means?  This is a unit on “The Star-Spangled Banner” divided into two parts.  The first part focuses on the origin of the Star-Spangled Banner, the second on the symbolism of the American flag.    
http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=298
· The Star-Spangled Banner:  Students will study “The Star-Spangled Banner” and discuss the symbolism of the song and the flag, and create some symbols of their own:
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=5286
· Note:  This lesson suggests watching a video on “The Star-Spangled Banner,” but it is not necessary for the lesson.

· Star-Spangled Banner Lesson Plan (Florida Alliance for Arts Education):  Students will identify melodic phrases in the “Star-Spangled Banner” and will memorize the first stanza of the song:  http://faae.org/curriculum/SSB%20Gr%204-5%20Lesson%20Plan.pdf
· This lesson plan for grades 2-3 contains a “Star-Spangled Banner” word search puzzle:
http://www.faae.org/curriculum/SSB%20Gr%202-3%20Lesson%20Plan.pdf
· Here is the link to The National Anthem Project:  http://faae.org/curr_anthem.cfm
Language Arts
· Students can write a dramatic reenactment of the scene where Dolley Madison demands that the portrait be removed from the wall, and act it out for the class.
· Students can choose to journal either as Dolley Madison or James Madison their thoughts and feelings while they were apart from each other during the War of 1812.  

· Vocabulary words:  Revolution, Founding Father, republic, politician, hectic, drawing rooms, ransack

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1) After the war broke out, many people left Washington, D.C., but Dolley Madison stayed behind.  Why do you think she stayed?
2) Why was it so important to Dolley Madison that the portrait of George Washington be saved?
3) Dolley Madison tried to get help from other women in town, but was turned away.  Why was this?  Did the women have a right to be angry with her?
4)  After Washington was ransacked, Dolley returned to find a lot of destruction.  How did she feel?  How would you feel if you returned home and everything you knew was destroyed?
5)  Dolley Madison has been called “one of the bravest soldiers in the war.”  Is this true?
WEBSITES:
National First Ladies’ Library
http://www.firstladies.org/
Website for the National First Ladies’ Library, which serves as a resource and archive on the contributions of First Ladies.
The White House Historical Association
http://www.whitehousehistory.org/index.html
Provides educational literature and films, and special programs representing the White House and its history.
About The White House:  First Ladies
http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/first_ladies/dolleymadison/
Dolley Madison’s biography from the official White House website.
The Dolley Madison Project
http://www2.vcdh.virginia.edu/madison/index.html
The Life, Legacy and Letters of Dolley Payne Madison from the Virginia Center for Digital History
School Presentations
http://www.booksbybrown.com/speakpage.html
Information about Don Brown’s school programs.
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