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SUMMARY

Ned does not have many friends at school. However, he has a unique gift; he is the only student in Ms. Moreno’s class who can hear the class hamster, Einstein, talk. Einstein may only be the class hamster, but he knows all the class lessons and everything in the textbooks, and has created a game show to present the information in an entertaining way. One might even say he is a little obsessed with game show trivia.  

As it turns out, a competition for a trivia game show called KIDS KNOW STUFF is coming to town, and the class needs to prepare to win a spot on the show. The only problem is that the teacher, Ms. Moreno, keeps falling asleep during class. Under these circumstances, preparing the class for the show presents a bit of a challenge. However, working together, Ned and Einstein devise a plan that is sure to succeed.  Readers will want to follow these memorable characters in the sequel, Einstein the Class Hamster and the Very Real Game Show. 
AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY

Janet Tashjian is an author of chapter books for middle school children and young adults. She lives with her family in Los Angeles and her son Jake is the illustrator for many of her books. When Janet is not writing, she travels around the country visiting schools and talking about books and reading.
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http://us.macmillan.com/author/janettashjian
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ILLUSTRATOR BIOGRAPHY

Also living in Los Angeles, Jake is the teenage son of the author. The idea for this book actually stemmed from a comic strip he created when he was in the sixth grade. In addition to Einstein the Class Hamster, he has illustrated several other middle school children’s books. In his spare time, Jake enjoys surfing and filmmaking.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Author website http://janettashjian.com/
Author blog http://janettashjian.com/blog/
OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR

My Life series (2010-current)

Einstein the Class Hamster and the Very Real Game Show (2014)

True Confessions (1997)

OTHER TITLES BY ILLUSTRATOR

My Life series (2010-current)

Einstein the Class Hamster and the Very Real Game Show (2014)

RELATED TITLES

Non-fiction

Scholastic Zany Miscellany: A Mixed-Up Encyclopedia of Fun Facts! by Scholastic Reference
The Survival Guide for Making and Being Friends by James Crist 

Fiction

Three Ring Rascals series by Kate Klise and M. Sarah Klise 

The World According to Humphrey by Betty Birney

The story of Doctor Dolittle by Hugh Lofting 

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Language Arts:

Use trivia questions from the text to discuss with students the characteristics of a well-written trivia question. A “Play Ball! Read and Write Sports Trivia” activity is available on the ReadWriteThink website. This activity concludes with students creating trivia questions of their own to be used in playing a baseball trivia game. 

http://www.readwritethink.org/parent-afterschool-resources/activities-projects/play-ball-read-write-30149.html?main-tab=1#tabs 

Art:

Have students design a cereal box book report. They can even create a short commercial to “sell” their product. Cereal box book report instructions and printable materials are freely accessible at the Lake Shore Learning website.
http://www.lakeshorelearning.com/general_content/free_resources/teachers_corner/projects/cerealBoxBookReport.jsp
Science:

In one segment of Einstein’s ANSWER…THAT…QUESTION game show, Einstein asks the school janitor Mr. Wright a question about recycling. Conduct a lesson on waste and the benefits of recycling. Adapt the composting project featured on the “HotChalk Lesson Plans” page to meet the needs of your classroom.
http://lessonplanspage.com/sciencehowmuchcompostablegarbagedoweproduce46-htm/ 

Social Studies:
One of Einstein’s “Tasty Tidbits” is related to knowledge of state capitals. In fact, he knows the capital of all fifty states. Conduct a lesson on states and capitals. Use the state capital game described on the “HotChalk Lesson Plans” page to help students learn state capitals in a fun way. 

http://lessonplanspage.com/ssstatecapitalgameidea35-htm/
Vocabulary:

Spontaneously

Groggy


Slithered

Nocturnal



Pored


Diurnal


Indigestible 

Ancestor
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Who narrates the story? Imagine the story was narrated by a different character. How might it be different?
2. At the beginning of the story, Ned has trouble making friends with his classmates. What events in the story help to build Ned’s confidence? If you were asked to give Ned advice on how to make friends, what might you say to him?

3. Choose one character. Using examples from the text, how would you describe this character to someone who has not read the book? Does the character remind you of yourself or someone you know? Explain.

4. What causes Mrs. Moreno to have trouble staying awake during class? How does her inability to stay awake during class contribute to the plot of the story? 

5. What evidence can you find in the text to support the author’s decision to name the class hamster Einstein? 
6. Compare the personalities of Ned and Einstein. How are they alike? How are they different?
7. Why do you think the author chose to call the school "Boerring Elementary?" Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
8. At what point in the story does Ned start to believe that he will be able to help Einstein prepare his class for the competition? What events led to this turning point?
RELATED WEBSITES

Einstein the Class Hamster Common Core Guide and Worksheets

http://janettashjian.com/einstein-class-hamster-common-core-guide-worksheets/ 

Fifteen page downloadable handout developed collaboratively by the author and a professor of education, Maureen Connolly, EdD. 

Hamster Care (ASPCA)

https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/small-pet-care/hamster-care
This is the website of The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. Here you will find a printable PDF of hamster care tips as well as background information on hamsters in general. 

Virginia Department of Health- Children’s Activities

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/lhd/rappahan/wnv/children.htm
This site provides age-appropriate information on mosquitoes. Topics covered include mosquito anatomy, common places mosquitoes breed, tips for preventing bites, and other interesting facts about mosquitoes.
The Pet Care Trust

http://www.petsintheclassroom.org/
This site offers educational resources related to pets for kids and teachers. The “Kids” page has coloring sheets, a forum for kids, fun facts about animals, and pet care sheets. Also, the Teachers page has additional resources as well as details related to applying for a grant to support a classroom pet.
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