+Eleven
Patricia Reilly Giff
Louisiana Young Reader’s Choice Nominee 2011

Grade 3-5

Linda Lee Cannaday Terrell, Graduate Student, School of Library and Information Science, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Eleven by Giff, Patricia Reilly. Random House Books, 2008. 164 pages.  

Summary
Sam MacKenzie shimmies up the drain pipe to his Grandfather’s attic during the night. He has no way of knowing he will find more than he bargained for in an old newspaper clipping including memories from his past. Sam’s difficulty with reading hinders his ability to decipher the important information hidden in the words on the page. He is almost eleven years old; his inability to read brings about an unexpected friendship with a classmate and the building of a castle for a class project. Together Sam and his new friend Caroline find the answers to his past.     

Author’s Biography
Patricia Reilly Giff earned a B.A. from Marymount College. She took the advice of her Dean and she became a reading teacher. During her 20 year teaching career she earned a M.A. from St. John’s University, a professional Diploma in Reading and a Doctorate of Humane Letters from Hofstra University. Her career also includes becoming an educational consultant for Dell Yearling and Young Yearling books, an advisor and instructor to young writers and an author of more than 60 children’s books. Giff’s books show that ordinary people are special. Mrs. Giff has three children and five grandchildren, she and her husband live in Weston, Connecticut.    
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Classroom Connections 
Vocabulary

· The book Eleven uses vocabulary that third or fourth grade students may not be familiar with so an introduction to the words would be beneficial.  The teacher could instruct students to write down words that are unfamiliar to them. Then the students would use a dictionary to locate and define the words.  A writing activity could be centered around these words. Some of the words that will probably be chosen by students will be: turret, moat, mast, prow, Muskee, Iroquois, and King Fisher.     
4th Grade 

· One vocabulary activity teachers could use would require index cards that students would use to create their own vocabulary cards. The students will write a word from the story on their card and then the teacher will instruct students to pair up with a person with a definition. The student with the definition will state the definition and wait a few seconds for the other student to guess the word. When the student cannot guess the word the student with the definition card will provide a sample sentence for the definition.  If the student does not guess the word after two chances the student holding the definition card shows the definition. The same thing will be done by the student with the card that has only a word on it. However, this time the other student has to guess the definition instead of the word. When they finish with these cards the students trade cards and they find a new partner.

Source of activity: Louisiana Department of Education. 
http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/saa/2108.html 
The vocabulary activity can be found by clicking on the 4th Grade Comprehensive Curriculum Guide for English Language Arts and scrolling to page 53. 
English Language Arts 

3rd Grade 

· A lesson that would help students to focus on the important language arts components of this book requires students to fill out a book report form in a reading journal.  The form covers book information, setting, characters, plot, and personal opinion. The Blackline Master for this form can be found at the Louisiana Department of Education under the Comprehensive Curriculum links for teachers. Also a story map graphic organizer could be used to diagram the setting, characters, plot, and conflict of the story. Another use of a Blackline Master from the Comprehensive Curriculum would be to use the Problem Solution Story Chart.  
Source of activity:  Louisiana Department of Education.

http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/saa/2108.html 
· A link is available at the Random House web site that provides a teacher’s guide for the book Eleven. The teacher’s guide has a listing of thematic connections and curriculum connections that relate to this book.

http://www.randomhouse.com/catalog/teachers_guides/9780385730693.pdf 
Social Studies

3rd Grade 

· A lesson could be developed to extend students ability to identify ways different cultures record their histories. The web site about Iroquois’ Myths and Legends will provide information about the oral history of the Iroquois Native American people. Identify ways different cultures record their histories (e.g., oral, visual, written) GLE 49. H-1A-E3    
Iroquois’ Myths and Legends http://www.webwinds.com/yupanqui/iroquoisdreams3.htm 

Whootie Owl’s Stories

http://www.storiestogrowby.com/choose.php 

University of Virginia Library
Old Indian Legends Link
http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/ZitLege.html 

Education World 

A Picture’s Worth 1000 Words: Decoding Intercultural Symbols

http://www.educationworld.com/a_tech/techlp/techlp051.shtml 
4th Grade 

· Students could identify the state of Louisiana and the state of New York on a map of the United States provided by the teacher. Also, individual maps of each state  should be provided to allow for more detail. Next, the students could look up information on various characteristics of the land forms, bodies of water, climates, and forms of vegetation in these two states. By doing this activity students learn to read books and investigate information about the physical locations described in the story.  The process for self learning and lifelong learning begins in books read for leisure. Describe and compare the distinguishing characteristics of various land forms, bodies of water, climates, and forms of vegetation in the United States. GLE 6. G-1B-E1  
Teachnology

http://www.teach-nology.com/worksheets/soc_studies/ 

National Atlas.gov

http://nationalatlas.gov/printable/reference.html#list 
50states.com

http://www.50states.com 
5th Grade 

· The teacher could talk about how oral history is passed down from generation to generation.  Anima talked about the oral stories and legends of the Iroquois people. The students could complete an assignment that requires them to talk with grandparents or great grandparents about their life as young people and how technology and society has changed over time. The teacher could provide a rubric to guide students in discovering cultural diffusion, invention, and innovation that has led to their present day family culture. Explain that cultures change through cultural diffusion, invention, and innovation. GLE 30. H-1B-M2
http://www.42explore2.com/oralhst.htm 
Discussion Questions  
1. Sam’s is turning eleven and he finds out his last name is not MacKenzie.  What significance does the number eleven have in relation to Sam finding out where he came from and who he is?

2. What learning problem does Sam deal with everyday?  Why does he decide to become Caroline’s friend?  Why does he need her help to solve the mystery of his identity?
3. Where is the Thousand Islands?  Why does Sam need to know where they are located? Where does Sam and Caroline first think the Thousand Islands are located?

4. Why does Caroline tell Sam “Don’t think I’m going to be friends. I won’t be here long enough.”?  What does Caroline’s mother and father do for a living?
5. Did you like this book why or why not? Is there anything you would change about the ending of this book if you were the author? Would you read other books written by Patricia Reilly Giff after reading the book Eleven?
Web Sites

Book Browse (Patricia Reilly Giff)
http://www.bookbrowse.com/biographies/index.cfm/author_number/1073/Patricia--Giff 

Biography information can be found at this web site about Patricia Reilly Giff.

Boldt Castle 
http://www.boldtcastle.com 
The web site describes the tourist attraction of Boldt’s Castle in the St. Lawrence River. 
Iroquois’ Myths and Legends http://www.webwinds.com/yupanqui/iroquoisdreams3.htm 
The web site takes the viewer to three different legends along with many other links about the Iroquois nation.

Random House

http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers 
http://www.randomhouse.com/catalog/teachers_guides/9780385730693.pdf 
Teachers can find curriculum and lesson connections for books written by Random House authors on this web site. The link listed below the main Random House web site is the teachers guide link to the book Eleven.
LD Online

http://www.ldonline.org/kids
The LD Online site provides information about various types of learning disabilities. 

BLS Career Information

http://www.bls.gov/k12/ 

The BLS site allows students to explore possible careers based on their needs.    
teAchnology

http://www.teach-nology.com/worksheets/soc_studies/ 

This online teacher resource has lesson plans, printables, worksheets, and rubrics.
National Atlas.Gov

http://nationalatlas.gov/printable/reference.html#list
The National Atlas web site has printable maps for states and a United States map. 
50states.com

http://www.50states.com 

Printable maps for the states of Louisiana and New York as well as a map of the United States are available through this web site. 
42 Explore

http://www.42explore2.com/oralhst.htm 

The 42 Explore pathfinder has a long listing of web sites related to oral history including a web quest and project ideas.

Louisiana Department of Education 
http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/saa/2108.html 

The Louisiana Department of Education list the following websites in the Comprehensive Curriculum manual for Grade 3English Language Arts. These links are listed on page 8 of unit 1 of the Grade 3 ELA Comprehensive Curriculum units. 
· http://www.storiestogrowby.com/choose.php 

· http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/ZitLege.html 

Annotations of Myth and Legend Web Sites 

http://imet.csus.edu/imet4/god/myths/Myths-and-Legends.pdf 
The link above pulls up a document that list annotations for web sites concerning different myths and legends from around the world. Listed below are two web sites that contain information concerning legends that would relate to Native Americans and the stories told by Anima in the book Eleven. 
http://home.freeuk.net/elloughton13/index.htm
http://www.ilhawaii.net/~stony/loreindx.html 

Book Adventure
http://www.bookadventure.org/ki/bs/ki_bs_helpfind.asp 

The Book Adventure web site helps students locate titles of books by grade level, genre, and readability level (example:  books at my grade level, easier books, books that are a challenge, or books at any grade level). This is a web site that is recommended in the Comprehensive Curriculum ELA units at the Louisiana Department of Education web site. 

Smithsonian Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage

http://www.folklife.si.edu/education_exhibits/resources/guide/introduction.aspx 

The Folklife and Cultural Heritage link at the Smithsonian web site provides an Oral History Interviewing Guide.  Teacher’s can read through the pages in this guide and possibly come up with a student friendly guide their students can use for an oral history project.  
Alberta Online Encyclopedia
Youth Source-Youth & Heritage Learning Source
http://www.youthsource.ab.ca/teacher_resources/oral_overview.html   
The Alberta Online Encyclopedia provides a web page with pages on an oral history unit teacher’s could use in their class rooms. The Heritage Community Foundation presents this information in conjunction with the Alberta Online Encyclopedia. The overview of this web page provides information about the focus, rationale, purpose, learning objectives, subject areas covered, and technology covered in this resource. The Youth Source-Oral History Unit has so much information it is impossible to write it all down in a small space. Teacher’s can click and read to find what they want to incorporate into a lesson or lessons on oral history.   
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