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SUMMARY:  Elijah is the first child born into freedom in Buxton, Canada, a settlement of freed slaves just across the border from Detroit.  Life in Buxton is pretty ordinary; the only excitement happens when newly escaped slaves get to town.  But when a former slave, the Reverend Zephariah, steals money that Elijah’s friend, Mr. Leroy, has been saving to free his family from the south, Elijah has to embark on a journey to America with Mr. Leroy to find the Reverend and get the money back.  On his trip, Elijah gets a glimpse of the life his parents left behind.
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS:
Social Studies:

Underground Railroad:
· Teaching the Underground Railroad: Life as a Runaway:  This website contains links to several different lessons on the Underground Railroad, divided by grades.  The document for “Life as a Runaway” is listed with the middle school (6th grade)  lesson plans.  Students will compare and contrast reasons for using the Underground Railroad and write a letter to a friend convincing them to do the same: http://www.nku.edu/~undergroundrr/lessonplans/
· The Underground Railroad:  Students will debate the moral issues posed by the Underground Railroad, and also will take a journey on the Underground Railroad from National Geographic’s website:
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/slavery-us/lesson-plan/4166.html
· The Underground Railroad:  The Journey:  http://www.nationalgeographic.com/features/99/railroad/j1.html
· Quilting:  The Story of the Underground Railroad:  Students will look at routes of the Underground Railroad and will discuss the obstacles that escaped slaves faced.  They will create a quilt representing the journey along the Underground Railroad:
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/17/g35/quilts.html
· Link to “History of the Drinking Gourd:” http://quest.nasa.gov/ltc/special/mlk/gourd1.html
Slavery:

· Consider taking your students can take a field trip to the Rural Life Museum in Baton Rouge, to see a recreation of rural life in 19th century Louisiana, including slave quarters, an overseer’s house, and artifacts:  http://appl027.lsu.edu/rlm/rurallifeweb.nsf/index.
· Lesson Plans on American Slavery:  Contains lessons on slave narratives, comparisons of slavery in American to Antiquity, and free blacks.  Lessons contain suggested readings, but are all-inclusive: http://www.usnationalslaverymuseum.org/pdf/lesson_plans_watermark.pdf
· Torn from Each Other’s Arms:  Students will understand the impact of slavery on black families, and discuss the experience of slaves trying to locate lost relatives.  (Note:  this lesson suggests viewing a video, but it is not essential to the lesson.):  http://www.pbs.org/wnet/slavery/teachers/lesson4.html
· Slavery in the 21st Century:  Students will learn that slavery still exists in some parts of the world, research (in groups) different topics on modern slavery, and present their research to the class:
http://www.library.rochester.edu/index.cfm?PAGE=2918
· “What It Takes To Stop Slavery” from The New York Times:  http://www.nytimes.com/2001/04/22/weekinreview/the-world-what-it-takes-to-stop-slavery.html
· Updated link for iAbolish, the American Anti-Slavery group:  http://iabolish.org/
· US Department of Justice:  Trafficking in Persons:  http://www.usdoj.gov/whatwedo/whatwedo_ctip.html
Liberty Bell:  Buxton has its own Liberty Bell, similar to the one in Philadelphia.
· U.S. Symbols:  Liberty Bell:  Here is a list of resources on the Liberty Bell:
http://www.emints.org/ethemes/resources/S00001607.shtml
· Liberty Bell Museum Galleries and Exhibits:  http://www.libertybellmuseum.com/exhibits/index.htm
· Replicas of the Liberty Bell:  http://www.libertybellmuseum.com/exhibits/statebells/index.htm
· The Liberty Bell:  A Symbol for ‘We the People’:  This is a curriculum-based education program created by the Independence Park Institute at Independence National Historical Park.  It contains lessons for grades K-12, but they are broken down into appropriate age groups.  In the lessons, students will create a timeline of events regarding the Liberty Bell, identify how the Liberty Bell became a symbol for the abolitionist, suffrage, an civil rights movements, and discuss the symbolism of the Liberty Bell in regards to those movements.  The lessons include worksheets, vocabulary lists, and assessment guides/rubrics.  The unit includes games like Liberty Bell Jeopardy, directions to forming a live Liberty Bell with the whole school, and many illustrations and photos:
http://www.nps.gov/inde/forteachers/upload/TheLibertyBellTeacherGuide11-6-07.pdf
· The Liberty Bell:  From Obscurity to Icon:  Students will analyze the influences that shaped the meaning of the Liberty Bell, research how patriotic symbols are used, and critically review historical sources:
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/36liberty/36liberty.htm
Frederick Douglass:  Despite being the first free child born in Buxton, Elijah is more famous for vomiting on Frederick Douglass as a baby.  
· Creating Change Through A Newspaper:  Students will learn how Frederick Douglass facilitated change through his newspaper, The Northern Star.  Students will create their own newspaper, and understand the connections between The Northern Star and modern newspapers.  In their newspaper, students will choose a societal issue and write an article arguing the newspaper’s point of view:
http://www.library.rochester.edu/index.cfm?PAGE=2894
· American Democratic Values:  Students will evaluate American values of the late 1800’s, through letters from Frederick Douglass, Thomas Jefferson, and Myra Bradwell, and determine their fairness.  They will also create their own values in groups:
http://www.library.rochester.edu/index.cfm?PAGE=2897
· Reading Between the Lines:  Analyzing Textbook Depictions of Slavery: Students will analyze a primary source of information, their history textbook, too see how slavery is represented:  http://www.library.rochester.edu/index.cfm?PAGE=2903
· Mini Bio of Frederick Douglass:  Students can watch this short biography of Frederick Douglass in class to learn more about him:  http://www.biography.com/video.do?name=blackhistory&bcpid=1630415358&bclid=1631259977&bctid=3627370001&HPF_rid=37829646&HPF_mid=1947_T1_Url1
Free Blacks
· African American Communities in the North Before the Civil War:  Students will be able to name free African American communities in the North and describe daily life in those communities.    http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=453
· Updated link for “Risen from Our Blood and Tears:”  http://www.neh.gov/news/humanities/1998-09/africans.html
Language Arts
Writing:

· Write a letter as Elijah to Ms. Chloe, telling her how Hope is doing.
· How Did Southerners Defend Slavery?:  Students will analyze primary sources, learn about the various justifications of slavery, and write newspaper articles countering a pro-slavery position: http://www.library.rochester.edu/index.cfm?PAGE=2895
· After the American Revolution:  Free African Americans in the North:  Students will    give examples of literary devices that lead to authenticity in writing, as well as historical facts in biography.  This lesson suggests reading pieces of a biography, like Frederick Douglass’ out loud to the class.  Students will apply those literary devices to their own writing:   http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=452

Music
· Songs of Slavery:  Students will study slave songs and examine how the lyrics express the feelings of slaves.  Students will then write their own protest songs:
http://www.library.rochester.edu/index.cfm?PAGE=2920
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

Note:  Please see the “Websites” section for the discussion guide for the novel by the publisher.

1)  Buxton has its own Liberty Bell, similar to the one in Philadelphia.  Does it represent the same ideas?  How are the two bells similar?  How are they different?
2)  Why is it so important to ring the Liberty Bell when new people come to town?  Why is it such an honor?
3)  What kind of a person is Elijah?  Did your opinion of him change from the beginning to the end of the novel?  Why or why not?  
4)  Why did the Preacher take off with Mr. Leroy’s money?  What does this action say about his character?  
5)  Why did Chloe give up her baby to Elijah?  How will the baby’s life be different in Buxton?
WEBSITES:

Discussion Guide:
http://content.scholastic.com/browse/collateral.jsp?id=31061_type=Book_typeId=4743
Discussion guide from Scholastic.  Includes discussion questions, pre-reading activities, and web links.


Extension Activity
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/collateral.jsp?id=31083_type=Book_typeId=4743
Extension activity for the novel from Scholastic.  Includes curriculum connections.
North American Black Historical Museum
http://www.blackhistoricalmuseum.org/index.htm 
The official site of the North American Black Historical Museum which makes a connection between Canadian Black History and Black History of the United States.

The Underground Railroad Conductor
http://www.undergroundrailroadconductor.com/
Shows various routes on the Underground Railroad.

The Underground Railroad
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/railroad/
An interactive website from National Geographic that takes users on a journey through the Underground Railroad.

Buxton National Historic Site and Museum
http://www.buxtonmuseum.com/
Website for the Buxton Museum, which celebrates the Underground Railroad and black settlements in Canada.
Black History in Canada
http://www.osblackhistory.com/history.php
A website detailing black history in Canada.
Slavery in America
http://www.slaveryinamerica.org/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/slavery/index.html
Two websites on the PBS series ‘Slavery and the Making of America.’ 
Frederick Douglass National Historic Site
www.nps.gov/archive/frdo/freddoug.html
http://www.nps.gov/history/museum/exhibits/douglass/
Two sites for the Frederick Douglas National Historic Site.
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