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SUMMARY
Ana Shen graduates with the honor of salutatorian from Edison Junior High School in Los Angeles.  However, before she can deliver her speech a water pipe breaks and floods the football field and ends the commencement exercises. The rest of the story is centered around the events of this day and preparing a meal in a multi-cultural home with grandparents that see only the differences.  Ana invites Jamie Tabata with whom she has a crush to eat at her house. Ana is so nervous that the meal will end with her Asian grandparents and African-American grandparents fighting as usual. Instead Ana finds herself defending her multi-cultural background and asking a dinner guest to leave. Ana learns that a family like hers provides lots of flavor to life.     
AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY
Sherri Smith was born in Chicago, she lived in Staten Island N.Y., Washington D.C. and upstate New York at twelve her parents divorced and it was back to Chicago. She went to college in New York City, graduate school in San Francisco and worked in the Movie industry in Los Angeles. She worked with Tim Burton on “Mars Attacks” and for three years at Disney Animation. After Disney she worked for a construction company but is now working for a comic book company called Bongo and writing books on the side.  
http://www.sherrilsmith.com/about_main.htm
OTHER TITLES BY AUTHOR
Flygirl by Sherri L. Smith. New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 2009. Pages unknown.

Sparrow by Sherri L. Smith. New York: Delacorte Press, 2006. 184 pages.

Lucy the giant by Sherri L. Smith. New York: Delacorte Press, 2002. 217 pages.
RELATED TITLES
Grandfather counts by Andrea Cheng; illustrations by Ange Zhang. New York: Lee & Low Books, 2000. unpaged.
Am I a color too? by Heidi Cole and Nancy Vogl; illustrations by Gerald Purnell. Bellevue, Wash.: Illumination Arts, 2005. unpaged.
American beauty: an A-list novel by Zoey Dean. New York: Little Brown, 2006. 278 p.
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Language Arts

· Discuss writing a story based on one day’s events in your life. Who’s perspective is this story written from and do you think it would be different if it was written from another characters perspective? Write a page or two based on what you think a certain character would have said and write about these events of the day.   
· In the teacher’s guide written by Sherri L. Smith the author suggest thematic connections and language arts activities concerning racial identity and multicultural backgrounds.  Please check the link to the teacher’s guide for more information regarding questions and activities. 

6th Grade GLE 8

http://www.sherrilsmith.com/hsss_teachers_guide.pdf 

· Another great lesson idea can be found at Read Write Think regarding, “Investigating Names to Explore Personal History and Cultural Traditions.” The lesson gives a time frame of four 50-minute sessions to complete all activities.  The lesson includes instruction for each of the four sessions.  However, a teacher, librarian, or homeschooling parent/teacher could choose what they want to use or possibly combines parts of the four sessions to reduce the time spent on this activity. This activity is designed to be used with the book, The House on Mango Street but it could be adapted to be used with Hot, Sour, Salty, Sweet. 
7th & 8th Grade GLE 12 & 44 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/investigating-names-explore-personal-878.html      

· A quick activity which will include using technology and navigation on the World Wide Web would be to use the Circle Plot Diagram found under the student materials link at the Read Write Think web site. Another link is available for a regular plot diagram that can be used by students to show the beginning, middle, end, and rising and falling action in this story.
6th Grade GLE 4
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/circle-plot-diagram-30026.html 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/plot-diagram-30040.html 
· A good activity to use with students grades 6-8 would be to use the Graphic Map tool at the Read Write Think web site. The graphic map will help them focus on the fact that this book basically takes place in one day.  Also, another link with lesson ideas is listed on this same page link for various grade levels. 

6th Grade GLE 45 & 48
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/graphic-30039.html 

· In order to help students identify with the grandparents sharing of events of the past they could use the Graphic Life Map tool at Read Write Think to complete an activity. Complete instructions on lesson time table and activities is listed at this link. 

6th Grade GLE 45 & 48
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/graphic-life-74.html 

            Extension Family Timelines
            The teacher could provide further connections between the book and real life  

            family memories for students by using the lesson plan at the link below.  The 

            lesson provided at this link is titled “ Creating Family Timelines: Graphing 

            Family Memories and Significant Events”. 

6th Grade GLE 44, 45, & 48  
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/creating-family-timelines-graphing-870.html 

Social Studies 
· In the teacher’s guide written by Sherri L. Smith the author suggest researching the importance of the city of Los Angeles to the two cultures in Ana’s family background. Also, Sherri Smith suggests researching the changes in American society that allow people of different cultures and backgrounds to marry.
 http://www.sherrilsmith.com/hsss_teachers_guide.pdf  
· The story in the book Hot, Sour, Salty, Sweet revolves around a multi-cultural family and one day event of planning and cooking a special meal. The teacher could modify the lesson plan at Read Write Think for creating recipes to fit this book. Since Ana’s family is multi-cultural students could be instructed to choose one of the cultures in Ana’s family background and create one or two recipes they think would be a typical recipe for that culture.  
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/cooking-with-words-creating-1018.html?tab=4#tabs 

· A good extension to the lesson on creating recipes for a writing assignment would be to create restaurant menus. Again students could be instructed to choose either Ana’s Asian or African-American side of her family to create the recipes and menus representing those cultural flavors and interesting foods.  

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/cooking-descriptive-language-designing-842.html 
Music
· In the teacher’s guide written by Sherri L. Smith, the author has a suggestion for incorporating research on Jazz, the form of music so well known in Louisiana. See Jazz research site suggestions in the WEBSITES section of this study guide.
http://www.sherrilsmith.com/hsss_teachers_guide.pdf  

· Another lesson available concerning Jazz that relates to World War II is available at the EDSITEment web site. The guiding question for this lesson is, “What effect did World War II have on jazz and how did jazz contribute to the war effort?” The lesson provides information on preparation for the lesson, suggested activities, and extensions for the lesson.

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=379   

GLE=Grade Level Expectations
Source: Louisiana Department of Education

http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/saa/1915.html 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What happens at Ana’s graduation that keeps her from giving her speech?  How does this create a detour in her plans for the day and who is she planning to talk to after graduation?

2. Who is Ana’s best friend?  What part of the school floods and causes the school dance to be canceled? 

3. What is the main character’s family heritage and background? How does this affect what happens in the story?
4. What length of time is covered in this book? How does this affect the development of the characters in the story?

5. What is Jamie Tabata’s family background? Does this difference in family backgrounds cause a problem during the meal? 

6. What does Ana do at the end of the story in response to Mr. Tabata’s comments? How does Jamie respond to Ana’s and his father’s comments?

7. What does Ana learn about her family and herself during the course of this story?  Why does Ana’s father tell her thank you?  
WEB SITES
Sherri L. Smith Official Web Site

http://www.sherrilsmith.com/index.htm
The Sherri L. Smith web site provides information about the author and her books. The author has links to a teacher guide for using this book in different content areas such as, Language Arts, Social Studies, Science, and Math. 
Write On

http://writeon.zest.net/545.html 
Dallas Woodburn’s web site is dedicated to students reading and writing activities. Teacher’s can also access this web site through the Favorite Teenage Angst Books web site. One of the links provides students with a “What’s Your Writing Genre?” quiz. Also, check out the link titled, “Buh-Bye Writer’s Block” this link provides students with ideas to get past writer’s block.  
Read Write Think

http://ReadWriteThink.org/ 

A web site full of wonderful lesson plan ideas complete with estimated lesson time, student objectives, and step by step activities for each lesson session. Also, this web site has links to technological interactive tools to help students complete activities and suggestions for assessments or links to rubrics, etc. The lessons are listed in grades bands of K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12. 
A brief history of New Orleans Jazz

http://www.nps.gov/archive/jazz/Jazz%20History_origins_pre1895.htm
This site gives a history of Jazz in New Orleans from Pre 1895 till about 1958.

Scholastic: History of Jazz

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/bhistory/history_of_jazz.htm
This Scholastic website gives a brief history of jazz music. The site also gives several audio clips to jazz music performed by some of the jazz legends.

History Now: The Historian’s Perspective.

http://www.historynow.org/03_2007/historian3.html
Another website covering the history of jazz, the strong point of this site is a section that gives many links to other information resources on Jazz music.

EDSITEment

http://edsitement.neh.gov/ 

The EDSITEment web site provides lesson plan ideas for art & culture, literature & language arts, foreign language, and history & social studies. 

PBS 

http://www.pbs.org/jazz/classroom/  

A link to an index of lesson plan ideas for grades 6-12 relating to Jazz and social studies, language arts, math, and music are available. 
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